August 2005

Site visit to Sowbhagya Educational Trust by Ms. Megha Runwal, Asha SV SAC sponsor for Ms. Chitra
My visit to Sowbhagya Educational Trust was full of surprises and a trip with many fond memories. Firstly I would like to give a big applaud to Mrs. Jayalakshmi for the wonderful job she and her colleagues are doing.  Sowbhagya Education Trust is not just providing basic education to the underprivileged children, but also giving them the opportunity to further their education. This task needs a lot of dedication, support, love, hope, and encouragement and they are getting it from Mrs. Jayalaskhmi and her staff.

On learning of my arrival, Mrs. Jayalakshmi insisted that I stay with them, and she was a wonderful host. Not only did she give me a wonderful tour of Mahabalipuram city, the beaches, and feed me with amazing south Indian meal, but made me feel completely at home! I would like to thank them for being such a wonderful host and making my trip worth the visit.
But the highlight of my trip was meeting Chitra, and her family, and the get together that Mrs. Jayalakshmi organized at her house, giving me the opportunity to meet all the staff members and the children of the institute. To be honest I was not expecting to meet so many children except Chitra. I was completely taken aback with this wonderful event as it gave me the opportunity to interact with all the kids, and the staff members. It was amazing how all the children wanted to learn more, and achieve something in life. 

Though we were not able to communicate very effectively due to the language barrier, we mingled and did some fun activities together. I must thank all the kids and staff for giving me a VIP treatment. 

My trip was definitely an eye opener to me in many ways, and I feel privileged for being a small part of this institute. Thank you!
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