Site Visit Report

Project: Sowbhagya Educational Trust

Date of Site Visit: December 16, 2008
Site Visitors: Aarthi Venkateshan & Sudhir Thumaty
Sponsor of: Sathya M
Please tell us a little about yourself – how did you come to know about Asha, your other volunteer activities, interests etc.

My husband Sudhir and I have been active volunteers of AID (Association for India’s development) for about 6 years now. Through working with AID, we have reviewed projects, done various site visits over the years and interacted with ASHA volunteers. We have both known about Asha’s support a child program for several years now. Among the several avenues organizations like ASHA and AID have to raise funds for a worthy cause, Support a child program drew our attention a few years ago when we read about it. We stumbled across Silicon Valley chapter’s Sponsor a Child program, and we both we drawn towards the concept. That’s when we both decided to find a suitable candidate through ASHA. We both decided other than monetarily supporting the child, we would also get to know the student and help her in any way possible/needed. From working with several projects through AID, we have both learned that a little motivation and commitment can go a long way for all of us, not just to the project we are supporting. So we decided to give it a shot.

When did you start sponsoring your student? How did you know about Asha’ Support A Child program?
We began supporting Sathya M through Sowbagya Educational Trust in Neelankarai, Chennai in mid 2007. Since I am from Tamilnadu and my husband is from Andhra Pradesh, in order to stay committed to get to know the student, we were both looking for a student in either of these states. Through Asha’s silicon valley chapter, Sathya M was recommended to us.
Tell us about your visit to meet with your sponsored student.  Please be descriptive, and share with us, your impressions of the trip, the project, the trustees, the other children in the project and about your interactions with your sponsored student.  

After we began supporting Sathya M, we tried to write to her. Not knowing if the letters we wrote reached to her, we were thrilled to get a response from her right before we left for India end of last year. We initiated contact to Sowbagya Trust/Asha volunteer Subashree Rajagopal in California, to arrange for us to meet her. We both felt that meeting her in person, would give us an idea about how the program the run, how she is doing, her ambitions/goals, background etc. Thanks to Subashree, the meeting was arranged. 

   Sathya had written to us about her family, school, hobbies etc in her brief letter to us. Knowing she had 2 other younger sisters, we took some presents for them. We were overwhelmed with the response shown by Sowbagya Trust, because we met about 40 of their students that evening. Very energetic, bright young minds displaying their singing, oratory, drama skills proudly for us to see. We were very surprised, but in a nice way to see the energy these kids showed us that night. They are an example to me and my husband in many ways - the sincerity, involvement and camaraderie they showed us that night, taught us volumes about leading our own lives.

   I truly enjoyed talking with Sathya after the other kids left. In fact, we were unaware that we were visiting them right in the middle of their exams! We were very happy and thrilled to know that she would like to be a doctor someday. And we saw her commitment when she told us she would like to start an organization like Sowbagya Trust in the future to help kids like her fulfill her ambition! What a thought! We talked to her in length about her school, her family, her interests, the subjects she enjoys the most etc. I was happy that by the end of the conversation, she felt comfortable enough to ask me and my husband questions about us!!!! We asked her to continue to stay in touch with us, study hard and give us the opportunity to call her Dr. Sathya one day!!!
   We were truly touched to see the motivation and spirit of Sathya, and also the dedication and commitment shown by Mrs. Rajagopal towards all the children involved in her program. We enjoyed seeing the photographs of the annual day functions of Sowbagya Trust, we got a chance to see another side of the kids – dancing, singing, drama etc. 

   It is easy for people like me and my husband to shell out the money to support a child like Sathya, but it takes a lot of grit, courage and determination to run a program like Sowbagya. We are happy we are involved with such dedicated individuals, and would like to do anything we can to help the children succeed in all their endeavors. 

Were you happy with the progress of your student and the attention and support she receives from the trustees? 

Yes, most definitely. We would like to continue to keep in touch with Sathya and the trustees to help them in their goal of providing the children education to change their future!

  My husband was very excited with the way Sowbagya trust chooses the students under them. Sowbagya chooses their students from local panchayat schools where the occupations of the parents provides them only with a very low income. From discussions with Sathya and some of the other children, we noticed most of their mothers are working as household help while the fathers are watchmen, construction workers etc. From Sathya we learnt that she has been living with her grandparents for over 10 years now due to the difficult economic situation in her family, as her two younger sisters live with her parents. She said her grandmother (whom we met briefly when she came to pick up Sathya to take her home) works as a household laborer, and her grandfather works as a night watchman at Naidu Hall which is nearly 8 kms away. At his age, he takes his bicycle to work and we could tell she was very proud of that fact. I saw the motivation in her again, when she told us how one of her sisters had not ranked within the top 3 in her class, and hence missed out on an excellent opportunity at Sowbagya. And she said she is motivating her sister to try harder the following year. Picking children who rank #1-3 from nearby schools with a very underprivileged family background, definitely reiterates the concept of the project. And this also gives Sowbagya the chance to support motivated children among the needy ones who are raring to go!!!

Do you have any recommendations for the program?  

We would both like the opportunity to get to know Sowbagya trust a little more. If we, sitting so far away can help the children with anything at all. Motivational programs ( maybe helping the children enroll in useful summer camps or anything like that) if Sowbagya Trust would be interested in something like this, I would love to work with them. 
Would you like to share anything else that has not been covered in this questionnaire?
Yes! We would like to share some photographs. (uploaded @ 

Would you recommend Asha’s Support A Child program, and specifically Sowbhagya Trust to your friends and family when they consider sponsoring a child’s education?

Most definitely! I have already began spreading the word. (
