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I have been supporting students of Sowbhagya Trust for almost 6 years now but never got to meet them. In spite of traveling to Chennai twice in these 6 years, I never visited Sowbhagya. Hence this year Sowbhagya was definitely on my agenda.

Unfortunately since I was in Chennai in May, all schools were closed for summer and students had their annual time off at Sowbhagya too. So, there was no way for me to visit the trust when in session but I at least wanted to meet the 2 girls I was associated with – Vinitha who I sponsored in the past until Grade 12 and has now moved onto college and Durgadevi who I currently sponsor. Mrs Jayalakshmi was not sure of the availability of the students but was kind enough to call them and coordinate our times. 
My family lives in Chennai and people told me it would take me at least 2 hrs to get to Neelankarai where the trust is situated. Mrs Jayalakshmi who is the main Asha contact for the trust was more than accommodative for me to visit the trust. To beat the traffic, I decided to head to Neelankarai on a Saturday afternoon at around 1 PM for a 3 PM appointment at Mrs Jayalakshmi’s residence. Surprisingly, the traffic was sparing and I was at my destination at 2 PM. 
Mrs Jayalakshmi immediately called the teacher who was supposed to bring the students and informed her of my early arrival. She arrived in half hour with the girls and the mother of Durga devi.

My communication with Vinitha in the past has been via snail mail. I guess that helped since it took very little time for her to open up and talk to me. We chatted about her school and her new college. She is currently pursuing her bachelors in commerce in Chennai. When I started supporting Vinitha, she was below average student who was not expected to go through all the way. But its amazing to see that her performance had improved over years and she in fact topped her school in couple of subject areas in her grade 12. She came across as a very confident young lady. She mentioned that she was planning to attend church school in the summer. We discussed on how she must use summer to enhance her skill set such as computer usage and English language.


Durga devi was quiet most of the time. She just enrolled in Sowbhagya. Mrs Jayalakshmi and ther teacher who came along mentioned that Vinitha was as shy as Durga 6 years back. Its heart warming to know that Sowbhagya shapes not only the education aspect but also personality of these kids. Durga answered to my questions and was quiet most of the time. Her mother who was there was well talked to me a little about her family.


The teacher there was very interactive and explained the structure of the school and the subjects she teaches etc. She came across as a very energetic and spirited person.



Mrs Jayalakshmi also showed me video of a recently concluded function where uniforms and textbooks for the new academic year were distributed. She also showed me books where they maintained data of all students and specifically Vinitha and Durga. I found extreme order in which this data was being stored.

I wish I had been able to see the school in session with all kids.

From my limited interaction, I was very happy with the way Sowbhagya was helping these kids out. A couple of keys things that I think can be worked on are the communication skills and career development.  Mrs Jayalakshmi mentioned about some career camps they had but I didn’t get information on how regularly they were held. More guidance on skill set development and smaller programs such as computer training and public speaking will definitely be help them shape their careers.
