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Site Visit Report

Project Name:  Sowbhagya Educational Trust

URL:  http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=290

Site Visit  Date:  November 20, 2011 

Site Visit by:  Sowmya Karthikeyan,  Asha Princeton Volunteer,
Chapter Treasurer & Central Treasury Team 2010-12
Mrs. & Mr. Karthikeyan (Sowmya’s parents)

Overview:
The trust sponsors 8 children every year for schooling, from Class 6 until the 
child completes education and finds a job. 
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We visited on a Sunday afternoon, when the children were out of school. 

We first met Mrs. and Mr. Rajagopal at their residence, and they showed us the 
student registers, and other records maintained at the trust. We also saw a video of 
the annual function that the trust organizes when the supported students receive 
school materials for the new academic year. The tuition fees for the students are 
directly sent to the school or college. 

Besides monetary and material support, the students get individual tutoring and 
attention from the trust appointed tutors, and trust members. 

The trustees, tutors, and about 30 currently and past students assembled at the 
neighborhood community center. The students had organized a short cultural 
event, with music, poetry recital, and several interesting speeches. Then, every 
student came forward, introduced themselves and spoke about their background. 
They expressed great respect and gratitude for the Sowbhagya Trust and Asha for 
Education’s support.  It was soon apparent what a difference to their life this 
opportunity to support their education has had in their lives. The older students 
have gone on to finish college and hold high paying jobs and are committed to 
supporting their younger siblings and communities. 
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Mrs. Jaya Rajagopal, who runs the trust along with other members, maintains 
meticulous records of every student with information on their academic 
performance, monetary support from the trust, and current contact details. 
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Meeting current and past students supported by Sowbaghya Educational Trust
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Students demonstrating their talents in oration and poetry in front of the 
audience. 
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Mrs. Rajagopal showing pictures from past annual functions to visiting Mrs. 
Karthikeyan.  The students perform at these events and get prizes for 
academic achievement. 
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