Site Visit Report


Jeevan Daan Samiti, Uchauri, Saidpur

Site visit done by Narnahar and Nandlal

Date: 2nd April 2002.

We paid a surprise visit to the tuition centers run by Jeevan Daan Samiti on 2nd April 2002.  We visited Khajurhat, Amuaare, and Hiradarpur centers.

Khajurhat and Amuaare villages are located about 2-2.5 kms from Bhimapur bazaar which is on the route to Bahriagarh from Saidpur.  In both villages brick kilns abound and most of the labourers who work in the brick kilns are Dalit and poor because of which they do not send their children to schools.  

Jeevan Daan Samiti was established about a year back to provide education to these children. 

In Khajurahat, the education center is located at the brick kiln owned by ShriRam Yadava and in Amuaare it is located at the brick kiln of Santraj Yadav. In both the centers basic literacy is imparted to the children.  About 12-14 children attend the Khajurhat center and about 10-12 children attend the Amuaare center. 

These two centers are sort of temporary as they are operational only when the brick kilns are functioning.  These centers are closed rest of the time. There is no infrastructure in these centers. There is no place for the children to sit down; they sit wherever shade is available-under a tree, against a wall-and that is where they are taught. Often the children learn to write on the brick wall or sometimes they use old tins. We could clearly see the alphabets and numerals written on the wall and old tins. The children and their parents are very happy with this bit of education. And the parents are very supportive of this work.

These temporary centers run alternatively and teaching is imparted for two hours. The children are encouraged to come to the center and toffees are often distributed to induce them to come to the classes. Emphasis is not placed on rote learning. We learnt about these centers from the children themselves. 

In addition to these two centers, a third center has been established in Hiradarpur.  It is about 5 kms from Hiradarpur (?). In addition to other castes, Musahars also live in this village. They live little away from the other castes.  A center was established to teach the Musahar children. About 25 children attend this center. The center runs daily (except Sundays) for two hours from 9.30 am. Children are taught basic literacy as well as about the importance of hygiene and cleanliness. One day of the week is devoted to this. Children are made to take a bath, wash their clothes, clean their nails etc. 

This center also lacks infrastructure. With the help of local support a place for the children to sit was made but when we visited the center this was non-functional. There is a small blackboard which he has constructed himself using wood. In addition there was a torn calendar hanging from the wall.  There is a poster with English and Hindi alphabets which helps the children in becoming familiar with the letters. These teaching aids are stored in the house of the village pradhan- Shri Phuleshwar.  Story telling, distribution of toffees etc are done to keep the children interested in education. The villagers are happy with the work of the organization. The villager, inspite of their poverty, give whatever help they can to the functioning of the Balwadi.

The organization runs tuition center only in two brick kilns despite of the fact that there are many brick kilns in this area. The organization should try to reach out to those brick kiln communities too.

The work done by this organization, despite lack of infrastructure and teaching aids, amongst the dalits and the poorer section of people is certainly laudable. We can certainly provide assistance to this organization so that they can hire teachers, purchase teaching aids etc.

