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Uthnau: Individual Tuition Center Report

Note: The teacher of the tuition center should fill out this form. Add extra sheets if necessary. 
Name of Center/location: Jamkador
Name of teacher: Mihir Mondal
1. What is the schedule of the center? – no response*
2. No. of students (girls/boys/total). 

Boys = 4, Girls = 6, regularly present = 6

3. Break up of the students across different class: TABLE

1. Those who are very poor, can’t read – 4 children in class V

2. Slightly better, can read letters – 2 in class V, 1 in class VI

3. Who can read Bengali & English correctly – 3 in class IX

4. Please list subjects that students are comfortable with. 

Kind of irrelevant since the overall level is so low.

5. Please list the subjects that students have difficulty with. 

Generally math & English are the common ones. 
6. Please provide details on parent’s feedback and suggestions, if any. – no response*
7. Anything else you would like to add?
*Mihir wrote this in Nov 2007 & then modified in Jun 2008. He didn’t write the questions along. So I had a very hard time matching questions with answers. It’s better to just translate what he wrote & that’s what I’m including here.]

1. I ask the children to write everyday & then correct it – stories, poems, essays.

2. Those, who can read well enough, are asked to bring their homework, already written at home. That way they get used to writing & reading as well.
3. Those, who can read well, prepare daily according to school. Once in a while, I bring some story books from office & we read together so that they enjoy studying.

4. There are some more children in primary schools. They are interested in learning & I teach them. But they can barely read letters. The teacher’s trainings I received help me teach them.

It’s difficult to teach the older children, in particular those in class IX. But whatever I know is useful for them. I always try to emphasize that I’m not teacher. I’ll learn something & you will learn from me. This is a very good strategy given where the children are. They can’t do problems in percentage, unitary method, big simplifications. I can help with those.

[Addition]
I taught according to the school syllabus in the last 3 months of 2007. Then I noticed that the children were getting their homework done with my help. That did get their homework out of they way, but their basic reading skills & understanding of the subjects remained as poor as ever. It was not changing anything. Then I started making them write one page everyday – someday story, someday poem, someday essay. That started the habit of both writing & reading. Along with poems came the habit of memorizing them since most of the poems were very rhythmic. They used to learn a lot of environment related poems by Kartik Ghosh & that helped in learning about the environment as well.
In math, I was successful in teaching fractions. They learned to reduce fractions by factoring both numerator & denominator with the same number to make them smaller. I explained the unitary method in my own way & they were able to do simple problems using this method.

For English, we used to read one piece from their textbook. Then we used to search for words beginning with the same letter in that text & write down the meanings of those words. 

[This part was written earlier & describes his work in the village.]

I discussed with many families in the village. E.g. so that every family grew the vegetable they would consume. 10 families in Jamkador commercially grow vegetables, specially tomato, eggplant, chilies & types of “shaag’s”. Every family grows vines like pumpkin, “lau ki”, “sheem”. I emphasized of saving the water after washing dishes & hands and using that stored water for vegetable garden.
In another case, 6 villagers were using the water from a pond to wet the road in order to reduce the dust. I intervened mentioning that – 

“The water you were using is stored by your combined effort, why use that for the quarry owners. The owners should take care of their problems. They are not paying for this water. Their forefathers didn’t store this water. This water is a result of your efforts. You should use this water for your needs.”

I called various people & some important ones in the village & sorted it out.

There was a various discussions regarding ration cards – how many families didn’t have cards, how many people need to transfer theirs, where should people go for such stuff & such things work out – these were all discussed.
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