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Recent events:

The project reopened on 22nd May 2007.  11 new children joined the project: 8 for the small group and 3 for the big group. These students are learning and participating in programs comfortably. Students are divided into groups A and B.

Group A – This group has 11 senior children. 2 children are in 7th standard and both of them are boys. 8 children, 4 girls and 4 boys, are in 10th standard. In 2008-2009 these children are going to take 7th and 10th grade examinations. These children learn English, Kannada, Science and mathematics. All are good at studies.

A 15-year-old boy by name of Manu has joined this year. He is coming from another faraway village. His parents wanted him to study and pass 10th standard examination. Although he attended school, he did not know how to read or write. He only knew few letters. We told his parents that we could try to teach him how to read and write in Kannada and a little bit of mathematics. However, he didn’t learn anything for 6 months. As a last chance, we put him with the smaller group and he started learning. He did well in the tests. Most importantly, he really works hard. Even in leisure time he sits down with a book to study. We all, especially his parents, are very happy with his progress.

Group B – There are 8 young children in this group. This year the young children are very good. They participated in the cultural program well. This group is good at handicrafts also. They made decorative clay pots, beautiful paintings and collage. One child in this group by the name of Dev did not know how to speak properly. Everyone thought he was dumb, but he started speaking after coming to school within 15 days. Now he is not at all different from others. He will continue his studies in the project.

Special Events:
This year we took children for 4 outings:

1. On children’s day, we took them to natural history museum.

2. In October, we took them to Dasara exhibition
3. In November we took them to the Zoo gardens
4. In February, we took them on a excursion. We visited Somanathapura waterfalls and an electricity generating station. We cooked food for this trip and enjoyed very much
Supplemental Classes:
We had basic computer class for our senior children. A parent of our student also did the course with the children. We are happy to say that with this basic knowledge of computer, she already got a job in a school. A charitable trust called Pravin Kumar Charitable Trust donated a computer to the project. Also, we received another computer donated by Asha volunteer Rupa Sheshadhri’s father. These donations have really helped our program.

We also had a tailoring class for the women and senior children. This course was 3 months long.

Community Outreach:

Among other special events, on August 15th we celebrated Independence day. An NGO school called Prayatanna and some people from an old age home also joined us for this occasion. Moreover, 6 children from Vikasana School, Banglore, also came to Mysore for a trip and stayed with us. Our children joined them in sightseeing.

We did a cultural program in March. Within a week, children practiced drama and dance and did very well. They spoke very well without fear. Some people form an old age home and children’s parents joined us for this cultural program. All are very happy about it.

A person called Girish and his family visited the project. They learned about the project through internet. They were interested in starting a school of this kind. We showed them some of our teaching methods and they donated Rs. 5,000 to the Project.

We also met with some people from Art of Living run by Sree Ravishankar Guruji. One of the members of this group has promised to donate Rs. 50,000 for food for the children next year. 

Also, there was a summer camp called ‘Navachetanashibera’ conducted by Sree Rvishankar Guruji. 25 children and women from the village participated and benefited. 

A group of people wanted to help the village women economically by doing a few income generation programs. We had 2 meeting with this group about the participation and discussed the types of work that they can learn. We discussed the types of work that these women can do, such as vegetable selling and garland making. We offered to help, but marketing is going to be done by this company only.


Changes With current list of teachers:

One new teacher joined our project this past school year. Her name is Manjula and she is an ex-student. She is doing her 2nd PUC right now. She takes classes in the afternoon for young children. Other teachers are Smt. Rajalakshmi, Smt. Gayatri Harish, and Smt. M Rajalakshmi. A woman is also appointed to help in the cleaning and cooking work. 

Challenges/ Special needs:

Currently the facility is quite comfortable for the children. They feel at home. The teachers are also quite comfortable. But we have a challenge as the Ring road construction is coming closer to the school area. The construction will begin in two months. The children have to take exam for 7th and 10th standards. We must be careful about their safety and security. As a project holder, I have to make arrangements for this special challenge as well as teach classes for 7th and 10th grade, so this will be a challenge. We are making some adjustments for this right now. We need to build a wall around the area and make special arrangements for water. For that the Mysore urban development authority has agreed to help us. 

We also need to build a room for the computer. Currently, my home is used as a computer lab for the children. With the ring road construction, my home will be tore down. So we need to find another place to keep the computers.

Annie MacDowell, who is running an organization called Share Community from England has contributed Rs.13,825 for this cause. Also a Mr. Anand has contributed Rs. 500. As Mentioned above, Mr. Girish has contributed Rs. 5,000. We are all very thankful to them for their kind contribution to our project.


Current Students list:
The total number of students is 23. 11 of these are in the senior group:

Children taking 10th grade Examination in 2008-2009

1. Rina: she is 15 years old. She is good at studies and crafts

2. Amrita: she is 14 years old. She is good at studies and music. She has leadership qualities.

3,4. Rita and Ankita: they are sisters. 15 and 14 years old. Both are good at studies and have improved confidence after coming to the project.

5. Naresh: he is 14 years old. He is good at studies and very good at handicrafts. He is going to be a good artist in the future.

6. Mitesh: He is 14 years old. Although he has lots of problems at home, he studies well.

7. Swamy: He is good at understanding subjects. But he is a little irregular to school. From this year, we will make him regular.

8. Shankara: He is 14 years old. After passing 7th in the government school, he has come to this project and has improved in studies.

Children taking 7th grade examination in 2008-2009

9. Krishna: He is 12 years old. He will be taking 7th grade examination in 2008-2009. He is good at studies and handicrafts

10.  Abhi: He is 12 years old and will be taking 7th grade examination in 2008-2009. He is good at handicrafts, but a little slow in studies
11. Nath: He is 15 years old. He comes from another village so has a tough time fitting in with other children. He didn’t know how to read and write. During his first 6 months in the project, he did not improve. We have now put him with the younger children and he has started learning. He has learnt to read and write in Kannada and English. He has learned simple mathematics as well.
12. Younger children: Deepali, Rakesh, Nimesh and Shriya. They are 6 years old. They know how to read and write English and Kannada. They do addition, subtraction and multiplication in Math. They have learnt simple science and social science. These children have learnt more than expected at their age and we are happy with their progress

Changes in facilities: The facilities provided are quite satisfactory.

Changes in curriculum: Curriculum pattern is continuing.


We, the teachers, children, and the trustees of Purna Pragna are very thankful to Asha for Education in helping the project to continue.
           

With warm regards to all,

Tara 

Note: Names of the students are changed for confidentiality purposes.
