Questions:

· Physcially how far from the sea? (approx. quantitative measures if possible)

This question is not so important, however if available it will be nice.

          The school building is on one side of the road and the Sea is on the other side of         

         the road, then the beach stretched over 500 yards and then the Sea.

· Where does the principal live?

         The school is on the outskirts of the town …the Principal stays 4 kms. Before the 

          School in the city. He is ready to shift to the school if there is a quarter for him

          To stay and there is enough space for the construction of 2 quarters.

· Currently, how many teachers and staff (full time or part time) are there?

1 Principal  (salary Rs 22,000 pm )

8 B.Ed teachers   (Rs 10,000 per month)

4 Secondary grade teacher  (Rs 8,000 pm)

1 Craft teacher    (Rs 8000pm)

Though there is a sanction of two orientation and mobility teachers (they who aid the 

Blind students to walk by guiding them in the front), one Physical trainer (PT) and 

Music teacher on a salary of Rs 5000, they are all lying vacant

· what do the students do after class 5? I apologize here since I could not find any information about children after class 5????
       This is a High School, that means , it has classes upto Class X …they continue 

       the higher classes.

· Will the children themselves make file pads? Or envelopes? How will they be trained for the same? 

         Yes, this is to train the children and acquire a skill to make a lliving on their

         own  later….an instructor would train them……a craft teacher  is in position for this

· We would like to add the cost of those 3 girls also who can receive cornea donation, so the principal does not have to bother about the cost being met by local people?

Right now the Lions club is trying to assist them in this and it will be an embarrassment if we raise this issue

· What are the major advantages of using tactile diagrams instead of the most commonly used “Braille textbooks.”? I know I shouldn’t be asking such a question, however, we don’t have information  about it. 

               The effort, as in BCT too, is to make the learninga joyful one…play-way 

               Method of education….that is the advantage of the the tactile diagrams

               And these are specially to be made…as of now they are not available.

This is to complement the printed textbooks in Braille

· Is the progress viewed once the girls have completed education?

At the completion of class X, they have public examinations, just like others

They can go for higher education with it (there are 9 students in class X) and I 

Spoke to them…. All of them said that they would go for higher education and 

Would prefer to go in for employment

I told them the BCT way of giving skills so that they can eke a living on their own.

This is the first time they heard of such an opportunity and they are willing to try

· What do their parents do (general not specific) and where do they live?      
· Since it is a residential school, I believe the girls reside in the school, however details about rooms etc, is required.

      One dormitory with 36 two tier beds . 

      Generally all the parents hail from the villages of the neighbouring 

      Districts namely Srikaukalam, Vijianagaram and visakhapatnam districts with few

       Exceptions now and then

· To whom does the building belong? In my opinion, it belongs to the government, however would like to clarify.

         Yes, it belongs to the school itself and it belongs to the govt

· Does the government give any expense for covering textbooks? What role does government currently play in the upbringing of the school?

The govt covers the text books

The govt covers the expenses of the infrastructure and  food 

· How many staff members are employed and what is their salary?

Furnished already

· From where does the Principal get his salary? Government or this is his voluntary service.

            From the govt

· What are the girls view points? Do they want to study further or start earning soon?

         First, I didn’t ask them. Second thing, one should know the economic conditions of the parents . Even if the children could finish upto class X, that itself is a big thing   for them. However, when bright students are there and the staff feel that they are quite interested, efforts can always be made for their continuing the education.

       It should be understood that the children, as of now, are a burden to their parents. The primary question is not whether what is their personal preferences, but whether they would be even able to to make it in life. 

The one good outcome at the completion of schooling , is the desire to become a teacher 

Themselves but that needs the children to complete Intermediate and DEd (diploma

In education). ... Only one training school is at hyderabad which is available for the entire state to become teachers in the blind school

· Do these girls get a chance to interact with the common children of their age group? 

No, their school is at a far off place and is exclusivlely for the disabled.

· Financial reports or audit reports of the school?

The audit reports will only be with the education dept of the govt . however

The Principal , on seeing our sincereity to help, has given me the figures. The figures 

For the last five years are 

       Year


Amount spent

1999-0 Rs 23,88,393

2000-2001


Rs 30,41,715

2001-2002


Rs 31,76,809

2002-2003


Rs 32,43,868

2003-2004


Rs 37,19,157

· If the girls are staying in school, how is the food and other things taken care of?

The govt funds it and the principal is seeing that they are getting good food. The principal is quite sincere and caring of the children

The sanctioned budget per month per child is Rs 270(for classes 1 to VII ) and 

Rs 330 for classes above. Luckily the govt supplies rice at a subsidized rate at 
Rs 4 per kilo while it is Rs10 per kg otherwise

· How many female wardons are there to assist them, and what is their salary, assuming it is paid through government?

There are no positions of wardens as such. They are managing by keeping the 

Teachers on rotation (of 3 months each)

Additional information:

For partially blind children the use of 

“Acrylic lens precision moulded to international standard “ 

would be a great help. Out of the 88 students in the campus , 50 are 

partially blind. This , with a budget of Rs 5,500 (for purchase and supply)

will be a great boon to the students
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