	YEAR
	TOTAL ADMISSIONS IN FORMAL SCHOOLS
	NEW ADMISSIONS
	DROP OUTS

	1999-2000
	39
	NA
	NA

	2000-2001
	47
	5
	5

	2001-2002
	48
	4
	3

	2002-2003
	38
	7
	17***  (why high dropouts)

	2003-2004
	37
	7
	8


1. Which year did you start the school? Since then how many 

children have moved from your school to the regular school? Have you been able to keep track of children who went thru your school over the years? Do 

you have a breakdown of the children split into those who attend only the Guria school and those who go to regular school and use the Guria school for 

tuotion? What class levels are this years students? Do you maintain any records about the students every year and follow them as they go from class to class or dropout?

(1) GURIA  started the  NFE center in September 1994 . 39 children  have  been groomed up in our centre and put into the mainstream school. This is the first lot of school going children admitted in1999-2000(each year dropouts & new admissions continued therefore the strength varied in the subsequent years – see above table). Till date we've reached  approx. 320 - 350 children(including the present 131 children from July 2003 and 30 children who are very irregular & in transition phase) but no record was maintained in the earlier days. After the basic literacy classes most of them could not continue in the mainstream schools -a set back in our effort. This was because for many years in the begining we could not afford to sponsor children to school nor were the mothers ready to send children to formal schools because of nexus, economic crisis & social ostracism.Even our rapport was very weak with the community in the beginning since it was a learning process for us. Few of  the families as a part of the trend have migrated or the mothers have been re-trafficked. The remaining children are partially involved in the trade and few boys are working outside(It is for these children that we plan to build a handmade paper unit).

Those children who visit only guria NFE center are 94 in number and the school going children are 37 in july 2003.

Shakila passed 10th class last year and is married off .One boy named amar failed in his 12th class exam last year and he does not want to continue – we are trying to catch him and get him readmitted.

CLASSWISE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SCHOOL GOING  37  CHILDREN AS ON 31ST JULY 2003

	CLASS
	UKG
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	NO OF STUDENTS
	4
	2
	1
	8
	5
	6
	2
	1
	3
	2
	2
	1


*** In November 2001 the administration was adamant to throw out these women from the city without any rehabilitation programme- this was against national action plan 1998. This gave an opportunity to these men to organize protest against us(see press cuttings of November 2001) and they withdrew their children to boycott guria and put pressure on us.More than the administration they had grudge against us because in the past along with the police we had also opposed these criminal elements who collected ‘TAXES’ from the women .The women themselves spoke in press conference and defied these parasites.This weakened the hold of these men on these women to great extend (see press cuttings of November1997)

2.How did you get the number of 80 for the night shelter? Is there an

estimate of the number of children in the Shivadaspur colony who could

benefit from the nightshelter? i.e. total children population in the colony.

(2)We have decided on 80 children because average regular children are the same.In the beginning we don’t expect 80 children in the night shelter immediately.We plan to reach the 80 mark in two years.  There are over 200 children in the redlight area.

3. Is there a trained counsellor/therapist available either as a volunteer or

a fulltime/parttime employee at the proposed nightcenter. Do you have a

person in mind to be the warden; if not what kind of qualifications will you

be loking for?

(3) No therapist is available as a volunteer.We have not yet finalized the warden.The only qualification of the warden would be that he should be a very sensitive, understanding, nonjudgemental person.Yes psychologist’s service will be availed on a partime basis.

4.How will you manage the running expenses for the nightshelter? Salaries,

utilities, food etc? Do you have a proposed budget for this?

(4)We will have to look for support. Not yet prepared a budget for this.

5. What is your logic for putting the shelter in the colony itself? Do try and answer these questions the best you can. It would help, if you acknowledged this email and gave me an idea as to by what date you can

respond to these questions. Again, I hope you understand and are patient with

those who are asking all these questions! I, like you, hope that the end

(5)We know from our experience that the women will not agree to send the children away from their homes.Our concern is the night – after which they can also be close to their mothers.It would serve as a semi home NOT as an isolation ward. 

