Name: Guria Swayam Sevi Gansthan
Location: 1993-S-8/395 Kajuri Colony U.P. Varanasi (FCRA on file) Note: Select hotel only on advice of Guria staff due to security considerations!

Author: James Minter Indian mobile 9893715347 US Cellular 703-395-0689 jamesminter@comcast.net mintersadhna@hotmail.com 

Coordinators: Asha Washington; Madhav Ranganathan monx1@yahoo.com and Asha Princeton Hansa Shah hansa@go2g2.com
Project Contact: Ajeet Singh Home Phone 0542-2504253 Mobile 9335870587 and Manju 9335888660 Varanasi, U.P. India (The belly of the beast)

Activity 1 Elimination of child sex rape in Varanasi: measurements 1) #of minors in sex trade 2) # of children passing 5th std. 3) # of children with vocational training 4) # adults earning 8000 INR/Mo outside the sex trade. Tools: 1) Direct removal of children 2) Tuition funding 3) Night shelter availability 4) Homeopathic health care 5) Alleopathic health care facilitation

Activity 2 Increase women's control to eliminate murder and extortion 
Measurements: 1) Measure decrease in forced lack of condom use 2) Support for media coverage 3) Posters in Red Light Areas 4) Video crime documentation 5) Cultural programme support 6) Informal women's meetings

Status 1 Direct intervention in Oct. 2005 saved 38 young women from sex slavery. Many are now returned to their origional homes. Criminals are still behind bars and their property is being siezed. Preventing government attempts to release them are consuming the majority of Guria efforts. Also, last year 5 students passed 5th standard, up from 3 the year before. 2 are earning aprox. 8000 INR legitimately. 11 medical treatments for assaults, and informal women meetings were possible and four were documented. Homeopathic treatment for all reasons was 171.

Status 2 Increased sex worker empowerment is severely limited. No sense of group identification exists. Women are unwilling to report forced condom use prevention. Police break-ins and robberies of sex workers continues to eliminated. However police were very active in attempting to prevent removal of child sex workers. The rescue operation, health care, child education, mid-day meal and small loan program are providing limited reduction of pimp dependency.

Conclusion: Support from Asha and other international organizations has help stop child rape in Varanasi. Direct communication with Indian authorities prevented the execution of Ajeet and Manju Singh (His words not mine). Currently no income for sex workers means support from Guria for basic grains is necessary for survival. Community support is minimal.

Recommendation: Guria must focus efforts on preventing reintroduction of child importation and rape. Funds must continue to be available to allow feeding of sex workers. To whatever extent possible community involvement must be obtained through media and social events. Although difficult due to pimp retaliation, Guria must facilitate an identifiable rights group from within the sex workers. This project is on the cutting edge of social and legal change. The very right of a citizen to act when a crime is in progress is challenged by the U.P. government. Asha is privileged to partner with such work. My suggestion is the strongest support for Guria.  
