OLCOTT MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

School Visit....15/Feb 2008  

by Susan Jacob

Chetana Charitable Trust, Chennai 600036.

 

 

The School was originally started by the  Theosophical Society in 1896 and was run entirely by them till 1935, when it became part of the schools under the then Municipal Corporation and was a partially aided school. In 1988 it became a private school again giving instruction in the Tamil medium and coaching children to pass High School by doing the 10th exam. The main aim of the School is to bring about social change by educating the underprivileged.

 

The School now has 600 students and the boy /girl ratio is about 60:40. The average age at joining is 5 and girls if they want to go further, go to go to nearby schools which go up to 12th. Very, very few drop out of school. Since they all come from nearby areas, they either walk or take a bus to school (bus passes are free).

 

 The children get a nutritious 'kanji' (a porridge made of ragi and jaggery with milk or buttermilk) at about 11am and a noon meal consisting of rice/dhal/vegetables. They also get an additional protein supplement. The school provides every child with free   books, writing materials, etc as also 2 sets of uniforms and a bowl to have their porridge and the lunch in. The teacher: student ratio is 1:20 including all subject teachers, and 1:15 overall when you include the crafts teachers. They have 2 divisions in each class. Admissions are about 50 to 60 every year and the children are chosen with the following in mind: age, nearness to the school, if there are siblings already in the School, girls, and those families with only 2 children. Of course these are only guidelines and not a hard and fast choice. They do not go out to canvass for more students since they get more applications than they can handle anyway. [image: image1.png]



 

The parents are mostly fisher folk, coolies, daily wage earners with fathers having studied up to the 3rd or 5th Std. The mothers are slightly more educated and some of them do some tailoring, or house work to augment their husband's salaries.

 

 

They have 45 Teaching staff consisting of 6 men, the rest, women and 3 of these are part time. The average age group is 30 to 35. About 4 to 6 of these are not dependent on the salaries but the rest are, and this is a problem faced by the management. Teachers after a few years here, leave for better salaries because well trained staff who can teach subjects in the Tamil medium are hard to come by. In the last one year they have lost 8 staff. One of them earning 2000 Rs a month here left for a salary of Rs 5000 and is now earning 8000Rs.About 5 or 6 are old students of the School.

 

Teacher pay scales are as follows:

 

Teachers with a 12th pass, get Rs 1600 a month 

Graduate Teachers get Rs 1800

and Post Graduates get Rs 1900

 All Teachers  get an increment of 75 Rs every year for the first 6 years, Rs 100 for the next 4 years and Rs150 thereafter. 

 

Besides this, Stella Maris College sends 2 MSW (Masters in Social Work) students twice a week to do their awareness programmes (in which the older children are involved) in the community and have now started sending 2 BSW students as well. The School also has a Counsellor, an American of Indian origin who is here for a year and a half and works full time at the school.

 

The School comes under the Theosophical Society and the main funding comes from there. As I understand it, they contribute 27 lakhs. The School has raised 10 lakhs since last May from various sources and they are sure of a 2 lakh contribution from a reliable donor.  The aim now is to increase the donations by about 5 lakhs every year till they reach a 50 lakh target and this should see them through their present needs like raising of teachers salaries. For the last 15 to 20 years, no changes or improvement had been made to buildings, furniture, etc., until recently- Two rooms have been added for the computer room and library in the first floor over the craft section. Furniture for classes 8 to10 have been donated recently (2007). The school would also like to be able to give the children under its care some more form of medical care.
 

I have wandered around the School on my own and spoken to a lot of the students of different age groups all of whom were cheerful and had no problems talking to me and questioning my background and why I was there. They were anxious to show me around and seemed very proud of their School.

 

I have enclosed a few pictures of the classrooms, their Tamil and English resource rooms, the children in the compound and so on. Hope this report gives you a general idea and has all the information you need. Please feel free to ask me any doubts/queries you may have. 
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