Olcott Memorial High School, Besant Nagar, Chennai-600090

Report of the activities for 2007-08

Olcott Memorial High School is a completely free school for the poor run by the Olcott Education Society the educational arm of the Theosophical Society, with its International Head Quarters at Adyar, Chennai-20.

The school aims at providing quality education keeping in mind the eternal values of universal brotherhood, caring for environment and conservation of resources. The school had a strength of 346 boys and 251 girls (597 students) from classes 1 to 10. 

As in every year the school provided the following to the children completely free of cost to the students

1. 2 sets of school uniforms

2. All notebooks required through the year

3. Breakfast, noon meal and evening snacks for special classes

4. Colours, crayons, stationery for exams, art and craft materials

Year 2007-08 was marked by the stepping up on the school’s academic progress activities for the older children. Teachers started to do a lot of after school voluntary special classes for the weaker students. Class10 had one hour of compulsory after school classes every day. Snacks and and training for the board exams. 
Prayoga – science activities for middle school classes, nature walks for primary children for primary children to understand the importance 
The students of Std 8 and 9 participated in Children’s Science Congress Projects at both junior and senior levels. One project each was selected for presentation at state level and the junior project finished the National level at Pune with a B Grade. The middle school resource room was revitalized with games in Maths, Geography and English. 

The IAYP- International Award for Young People programme continued in full vigour.

The 3 day 2 night adventure and physical endurance activities happened for students of class10 and 9 respectively. Even a physically handicapped student  completed rappelling and trekking activity inspite of her handicap being a polio stricken foot. The efforts of the children were well appreciated by the organization. Please visit

http://www.iaypdukeaward.in/

http://www.iaypdukeaward.in/award_in_india.htm
The school SSLC results moved from 63.8% in March 2007 to 75.8% in the March board exams. This was a record result in at least the last 10 years. A certificate of appreciation was given by the office of the Chief education Officer of Chennai Dist for the enhanced school performance in the board examinations.
***************

Report of the activities for 2008-09
Olcott Memorial High School is a completely free school for the poor run by the Olcott Education Society the educational arm of the Theosophical Society, with its International Head Quarters at Adyar, Chennai-20. The school aims at providing quality education keeping in mind the eternal values of universal brotherhood, caring for environment and conservation of resources. The school had a strength of 323 boys and 236 girls (559 students)  from classes 1 to 10. 
As in the previous years the school provided the following to the children completely free of cost to the students with 2 sets of school uniforms, all notebooks required through the year, breakfast, noon meal and evening snacks for special classes, colours, crayons, stationery for exams, art and craft materials

Additionally a school bag was provided to all students donated by well wishers. 
To make Activity Based Learning (ABL) real and meaningful to the primary students and Active Learning Methodologies (ALM) a reality the school uses various techniques and resources. like the special facilities of primary and middle school resource rooms with educational games in Maths, English and Tamil, Learning of lessons through Audio Visual medium. 
The school computer room was renewed.. Computers were fully replaced by 15 new branded computers, so that children of each division could work in pairs. Children from classes 5 to 10 received hands on experience of a minimum of 1 hour per week. They worked with their lessons, browsed cds and created their own drawings and presentations on a regular basis. Our children use the computers without fear and realize the immense potential of this tool. 
The English language Lab has been enhanced with a large number of child friendly English books, games and projection equipment. Learning of English a difficult area for first generation learners is more meaningful and fun, not just learning of another subject. 
A counseling and special education project was started to help children cope with emotional and learning problems. Meeting with parents in school and in the communities to hear from them what more support they would like to ensure that children see the importance of regular, hard work and better academic performance. This was done with the help of the school counselor. Special support was given to children assessed for learning difficulties. Concessions given by the SSLC Board were procured for 2 children in Std 10 for exams in March2009
School SSLC results- The school had an all time high SSLC ( Std 10) result – 87% passes 47 out of the 54 students passed the exam. Both children who received concessions mentioned above passed their exams well. They are continuing higher studies. Most other children are also continuing heir further studies in schools and technical institutes.
Report of the activities for 2009-10

This year the school has a strength of 302 boys and  237 girls (639 students) from classes 1 to 10. 

This is a year when the consolidation process has been given a lot of importance.

All regular materials were supplied the children. The noon meal with enhanced protein supplements continued with a banana added three days a week.

Medical check up, eye check up and providing glasses for students requiring them, continued medical attention at the local hospital for the sick children and special attention for children without prolonged special care like speech therapy have also been provided

The resource rooms, labs for Science, Maths, language, computer room, AV Room, and the counseling functioned with good focus. A number of educational games have been developed by our teachers and enough numbers have been made so that children learn and practice multiplication, factor games, operations on integers, English grammar.

Educational tours and IAYP trips were conducted as usual.

Optional special summer vacation hobby classes in art, and self esteem building was conducted with children for the same.

The students of class 9 as usual participated in the drama festival organized by the neighbouring school by writing, directing and acting out an hour long play relevant to their lives. This was very well received. The students actively participated in investigative projects and the study of impact of poverty on education through study of environments in their neighbourhood and economically better neighbourhood was selected and participated in the state level Children’s Science Congress.
An evening special Bharatnatyam dance class activity was started for boys and girls of classes 5and 6. Two instructors trained by Kalakshetra Adyar take the classes 2 days a week.

The Counseling programme included themes and activities like friendship, safety, building self esteem. Outside resource persons and MSW students from different projects participated in these sessions to support and help the counselor. Home visits and parent guidance workshops were conducted.
Special educators have been working with primary and middle school students to help students with learning difficulties with learning strategies.

Volunteers from different companies have formed groups to support and provide new learnings- to our children. They work on different themes and English language enrichment activities and computer skills and general studies on 2 Saturdays per month. We have a group each now for each of the classes 5 to 9. A group of IT professionals also came up with help for additional inputs to class10. The exams are due to start in a few days time.
A photography project through UNESCO Grant of rs50,000 is underway.

Please see some sample photos in the link below http://picasaweb.google.com/bhagathkumar/OHMS_picasa#
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