Date- 30 September 2008

Questions? - Lakshmi Suryanarayanan
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Besant Avenue, Besant Nagar, Chennai-90

Email- lsuryanarayanan@gmail.com
Olcott Memorial High School – Helping teacher retention and improving medical support to the students
Quarterly Report for the period July 2008 to Sept 2008
Recall- 
Asha Arizona and Asha Silicon Valley chapters have jointly picked up funding the school for 3 years to the tune of $15000 per year. 

The first grant of $5006 for 2007-08 came in Dec2007 from Asha Arizona
The teachers’ salaries were increased from an average of Rs2250 to Rs2750 retrospectively from October 2007. 
For the current academic year 2008-09 the school has received the following grants so far

1. April 2008- Asha SV $4650

2. July 2008 – Asha Arizona  $6000

Current Status :-

Funding related
The teachers’ salaries have been raised from the average of Rs2700 to Rs3250 wef June 2008. The daily wages payable to the support staff has been increased substantially. This has made life easier for the staff. To improve the quality of the teaching learning process and also increase computer literacy and usage amongst the teachers a training programme has been evolved. The trainer is a teacher with more expertise in the subject and the trainee is one who needs the inputs. The trainer teachers will get Rs50 per hour of work beyond school working hours to train and the trainee is to receive Rs30 for the training. AFE support has made all of this possible.
School Related-

The student educational trips started happening from July. Classes 2 to 6 have been to different places of interest. The school has a plan for each class as per their age and understanding. As every year, Class 2 went to Children’s park and Gandhi Mandapam, Classes 3 to Vandalur zoo to learn new animal names in English and add them to their animal lists, Class 4 visited Dakshin Chitra to learn about the lifestyles in the south Indian states as also the be part of craft activities taught there, class 5 to Vandalur zoo to see what is new in the zoo in the last couple of years and to try and describe at least one animal they had seen there in English, Class 6 to Mahabalipuram as part of their history lesson on Pallavas. These tours are made with free transport support from Fun Bus provided by Ashok Leyland for the free schools (like Corporastion schools in Chennai).
Class 10 did the annual adventure cum trek under the IAYP (International Awards for Young People) special project. They are working to words the silver award for 2008. They went to Kanakpura in Karnataka for a three day two night camp of endurance, skill and adventure.
Please visit www.intaward.org to know more about IAYP activities. The Olcott School is one of the special projets of the organization.  http://iaypdukeaward.in/special_india_projects.htm tells you what special projects are about. The funding for such trip comes from large support from IAYP Authority, some support from school and a contribution from the children. Most children save up for the trip as this is a very cherished dream for most of them. Some pictures of this trek are sent alongwith. 
Class9 will do the IAYP trip for the bronze later in the year- two days one night. Classes8 and 7 will visit the Egmore and Fort St. George Museums and the Kotturpuram Planetarium. Class 1 will go the Children’s Park, Class 7 and 8 to the Egmore Museum 
New and exciting additions-
The computer facility is working in full swing. The new computers are purchased with the support of the Verizon donation. Please refer - http://foundation.verizon.com/about/press/india_grant.shtml
for details. The school library collection was enhanced with about 2500 books from Ompraksh Foundation and AFE. Children are using the books with eagerness and enthusiasm.
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In the area of sports the students participated in the inter zone meets. The girls’ junior kabbadi team was zonal runners up. They have qualified for the selection for the sate level teams which will take place in Dec- Jan time.

The government noon-meal scheme has introduced bananas on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays as the school does not take eggs for the children. Children love this addition.

The general resource room set up with Asha Irvine Chapter’s support is in action. Students and the school counselor are working closely to improve their learning and deal with problems in their environment. Parents are also receiving training in skills and support for livelihood through outreach community programmes in conjunction with the social work department of Stella Maris college in Chennai. A detailed report has been sent to the chapter and it is expected to be uploaded to http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=909 soon.
Routine things such as mid term exams and quarterly exams were completed in early August and mid September. Class 10 is having regular after school special attention classes. They are responding well with responsibility. Some extra support classes are being held with outside volunteers for other classes as well. The English language and confidence building classes run with the help of WIPRO Cares volunteers (Class6) and Verizon Spice Group volunteers for Class5 are steady and making good progress. Volunteer group Deepam is running a Saturday afternoon general studies and literacy programme for interested students of class9. Volunteer Group Smile is running extra classes for interested students of Std 10 on Saturday afternoon. Special dance classes are being conducted by a couple of volunteers with Kalakshetra trained teachers for 37 interested boys and girls of classes 6 and 7. Yoga classes have been started for classes 5 to 10 one hour in the morning by rotation.

The school ended First term on 23rd September and reopens for term II on 3rd October.
Next steps-
1. Complete remaining purchases for the computer facilities including internet connectivity for educational websites.
2. Continue to find extra volunteer support for the bright students and have extra classes for the weaker ones with the help of the school teachers.
3. Organise the teacher to teacher trainer- trainee programme for maximum benefit.

4. Improve science lab infrastructure 

5. Conduct annual Sports in Oct 

6. Get ready for the Theosophical Society Convention scheduled Dec 26 to 31, 2008     
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