Sahyog batch of 2007 makes us proud 

Dear all, 

 

One more exam result story! The Secondary batch which passed who passed out from Sahyog in 2007 was always special. They scored many firsts. They were the first batch to pass almost all their papers in the Secondary exam of the National Open School at first attempt. The first batch which decided to enrol en masse in college. The first batch to attend a regular co-ed Arts college, rather than a correspondence course or a girls' college. 

 

Now, they have done us proud again!!! Seven of the girls who had enrolled in college appeared for the Higher Secondary Certificate (12th std) exam this year. Of them, six passed with a creditable second or first class. Salma stood first among the lot with 69 percent. 

 

Among the successful girls is Maheshar. We still remember the day in 2002, when she came to Sahyog for the first time, with two little sisters in tow. She was about 12. No parent or other adult accompanied them. The girls had just arrived from their village in U.P and had never been to school before. Maheshar and her sisters wanted to be admitted to Sahyog. We were only too happy to admit her, but suggested that the younger two girls, Gulshan, who was 10 and little Roshan who was about 7 should be put in a formal school. Maheshar burst into tears, pleading with us not to seperate them as her parents would then not allow HER to come to school. If they were together, she would be allowed as she was responsible for looking after them. We admitted all three girls with great misgivings. So Maheshar who had lost 6 precious years of her childhood happily shifted her babysitting site to Sahyog and studied there for five years when she took her 10th exam.  

 

And with their joining Sahyog, so much changed around them too. By the time that they had reached the 10th, their father, a daily wage worker, himself barely literate, had spent days running from Sahyog to the courts to get affidavits made for his daughters who were born at home and had no proof of birth. Without his efforts, they would have missed the chance to appear for the secondary exam. Roshan was also put in a formal school by her parents. Gulshan stayed at Sahyog, caught up with her older sister, took the NOS exam from Sahyog, and they both passed HSC this year. 

 

Of course, we at Sahyog feel very happy that our ex-students have acheived success. The best part of it is that they almost take this success for granted. They feel quite 'in' with the rest of the youth of the city, not like outsiders. There are others without whom this would never have happened. The committment of parents who dare to dream for their daughters. Some credit is also due to the state government which has made college education free for girls like Maheshar and we would specially like to express our thanks to the teachers of Jhunjhunwala college who have taken our students under their wing. They have always helped out with extra coaching, encouraged our girls' many artistic talents and given them the confidence to keep pace with the rest of the students.

 

Maheshar had come to Sahyog with sweets to celebrate her success. She looked amused when I asked her whether she would go on to finish her graduation. Perhaps, she found my question absurd! For someone as young as her, seven years ago is probably too long a time to remember. But for us, we still feel amazed about the incredible journey that she has made since that day in 2002.

 

Neha

