From :  srikanth voorakaranam <srik_v@hotmail.com> 

Sent :  Sunday, November 16, 2003 4:56:53 PM 

To :  asha-projects@yahoogroups.com, asha-blr@yahoogroups.com 

CC :  chauhr@yahoo.co.in, jjsriram@hotmail.com 

Subject :  visit report to WAYSS, Guntur, AP 

hi folks,

enclosed below is a visit report to WAYSS, Guntur. The visit was done by Neelima, who is a new volunteer with Asha Bangalore. The report is transcribed based on my conversation with her subsequently, and hence might have missed out on some detail, but it should give a pretty good overview.

thanks,

srikanth

Women and Youth Social Service Society (WAYSS),  Guntur, AP : A Visit Report 

Neelima (Asha-Bangalore)

The visit was made on October 6, at the request of Asha-Berkeley. Raj and Preeti of Asha-NYCNJ/Seattle had visited the school previously (their visit report is at http://www.ashanet.org/nycnj/events/2002/20020129-indiventure/projects/project12.htm

It has a background on how the school came into existence)

I reached there around 9AM and stayed around till 1:30 PM.

Socio-Economic condition of the region:

The school is in Turakapalem, which is about 40 minutes from Guntur, enroute to

Sattenapalli. The area was in the news recently as several people died here of Cholera. Lack of hygiene is a real issue here.

Most of the residents are poor Muslims employed as daily laborers in quarry work.

The School:

The school has 5 classes (from first to fifth) and 60 children receive education. It is housed below a Masjid, and in a single room. The Masjid has a hand pump which the school has been given permission to use.

The school runs from 9:30 AM to 3 PM, with a break for lunch where a noon meal is provided to the children. There are 2 teachers: Majeed has a BA (B.Ed?) and handles the higher classes. The other teacher also has a B.Ed. and teaches the smaller children. He appeared to be of a quieter nature and did not speak out much during my visit.

The noon meal has been introduced recently. It consists of rice, charu (rasam), curry. The children in general appeared weak and skinny (the contrast with city children is rather stark) and suffer from iron-deficiency. As such the meal program is a welcome introduction.

The quality of teaching and learning can use improvement. As with most other schools, learning seems to be rote-based. The children did reasonably well in answering the questions I posed. There is a shortage/lack of notebooks and most children have just a single slate that they use to write things down. The textbooks that the government supplies hadn’t arrived yet for the year (though it has almost been 3-4 months since the start of the term). I purchased a few and sent them to the school on my return.

Going through the attendance registers, there seemed to be a fairly regular attendance levels.

Vocational Training:

5-6 sewing machines have been purchased and training was being provided by a vocational trainer to the children of class 5. The training appeared to be going on well and I was shown a few clothes that had been sewn in the class.

Since there are several machines, and a dedicated trained teacher has been hired but currently engaged in teaching only class 5 children, it makes sense to request her to train the village women as well in the free time. This is being started in a small way (the women being charged Rs. 10 for the same), but the teacher could take a more proactive role in getting the village women to attend.

Requirements:

Some of the requests in the budget did not quite fit their needs. There is a line item for Rs. 15,000 to promote traffic awareness. This would be appropriate for Guntur; but hard to see its imminent need in this village context.

The school has requested for about Rs. 18,000 for purchase of 2 pairs of uniforms each for the children. This appeared to be a genuine need since the children are really short of clothes. The group has also requested for help in starting Vistarakula business (leaves used as plates for food) to provide some income generation for the women.

Future beyond class 5:

There is a school which has class 6 onwards, but situated about 2.5km-3 km. Some of the class 5 pass children are going to the other school (some on cycle, others on foot), but many of the girl children are staying back (the numbers are something like 20 children, of which 4 are girls). The children are being encouraged to apply for government hostels where they can continue their education from class 6 to class 10. The present school can be expanded beyond class 5, but attention has to be paid to hiring of additional teachers and addressing quality of education before that.

Organizers Commitment:

A doctor couple from Guntur oversee the running of the school. They are committed to their work. They have a hospital in Guntur which, among others, provide treatment for beggar’s children in Sattenapallu. Free medical camps are also conducted for people, and artificial orthopedic limbs have been provided. They collect clothes in Guntur and then distribute them among the children in this village. They visit the school about once a month. During these visits, they also speak to the parents on the need and importance of family planning (several families have about 5-6 children).

Conclusion:

On the whole, the group is working in a region of acute need, and doing their best to provide service. There appeared to be reasonably good progress made since the time of Raj and Preeti’s visit, though the quality of learning should be improved further. Asha’s association should be continued to take this forward.

