Honorable President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Inaugurating SEWA Computer Shipment from World Computer Exchange

On March 29th 2003 the honorable President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam inaugurated a shipment of donated 375 working used computers to SEWA. The inauguration ceremony took place in Ahmedabad, India. For more information on the shipment please contact one of the following individuals:

Dr. Shyam Sunder (World Computer Exchange) shyam.sunder@yale.edu
Tim Anderson (World Computer Exchange) tanderson@worldcomputerexchange.org
Reema Nanavatty (SEWA) bdmsas@icenet.net
Ajay Dalmia (Asha for Education) ajaymona@yahoo.com
Guided by Vichaar, a New Haven discussion group, the Yale Chapter of Asha for Education (www.ashanet.org/yale), Yale University Recycling, Digital Partners (www.digitalpartners.org), Pitney Bowes (www.pb.com) and the Connecticut office of World Computer Exchange (www.WorldComputerExchange.org) co-sponsored Gandhi Day—a public community service event to fill a 40-foot container with 375 working used donated computers/monitors (made possible by individual and corporate donors in the USA) for Self Employed Women's Association (SEWA) (www.sewa.org), in the state of Gujarat in India. With permission from the Government of India, SEWA has received these 375 computers free of custom duty. About one half of these computers will be used for education of children in government schools. 

The unorganized sector contributes more than 60 percent of India’s GDP. Though the rupee revenue of the software industry has grown at the rate of over 50 percent in each of the past four years, the use of information technology (IT) to increase domestic productivity remains a bottleneck. IT solutions in the organized sector affect less than one half of the Indian economy.  In order to reach the majority, and alleviate poverty and educate children, IT solutions will have to be addressed to the unorganized sector. As a major step in this direction, the Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) in Gujarat will soon deploy 375 donated used computers to education, training and work of its members and of students in government schools.

This exercise seeks to understand the challenges involved in introducing IT-based solutions for alleviating rural poverty and illiteracy and creating a scalable paradigm that will serve as a blueprint for bridging the digital divide between the developed and the developing worlds. The computers will be installed in the villages (with SEWA membership) of 11 rural districts of Gujarat, India. SEWA members will employ them for multiple purposes including improved communication within SEWA, access to information and markets, administrative and design tasks for SEWA collectives, vocational computer training of SEWA members and computer based education for children in government schools. A big part of the success in the effective use of the computers by the SEWA members is setting up the training and maintenance infrastructure. SEWA has deployed the computers in the villages and is currently in the process of training its bare foot leaders.

SEWA shipment is World Computer Exchange’s second shipment to India after the first sent to Goa in December 2001. Other shipments have gone to Nepal, and Bangladesh in South Asia, and in ten other countries of Asia, Africa and South America. In introducing computers to disadvantaged segments of the society on a scale not attempted before, the organizations sponsoring these shipments hope to introduce the modern technology and access to information in the rural communities, raise the aspirations, awareness and capabilities of the youth, and catalyze change and development in rural areas. A third of villages across all 11 districts of Gujarat currently have the electrical and telecommunications infrastructure required to deploy the computer and IT solutions.  SEWA plans to establish computer centers in these villages. Asha for Education and WCE plan to continue working with SEWA to introduce IT based solutions to the other villages.

SEWA’s (www.sewa.org) main goals are to organize women workers for full employment and self-reliance. Full employment means employment whereby workers obtain work security, income security, food security and social security (at least health care, child care and shelter). Self-reliance means that women should be autonomous and self-reliant, individually and collectively, both economically and in terms of their decision-making ability.

Digital Partners (www.digitalpartners.org) provides professional services and financial support to social entrepreneurs interested in effectively utilizing IT to benefit the poor. World Computer Exchange (www.WorldComputerExchange.org) works to bridge the global digital divide for the youth by connecting them on the Internet via working used computers through partners.

Asha for Education (www.ashanet.org) is an all-volunteer, zero-overhead, apolitical and secular action group dedicated to basic education for underprivileged children in India. For updated information on the project progress please visit www.ashanet.org/yale or email asha@yale.edu.

It is the hope of the sponsoring organizations that the computer shipments will induce other non-governmental organizations follow SEWA’s example to work to bring modern computing to the disadvantaged youth in India. They also hope that the Government of India would see the wisdom of making it easier for NGOs to import such donated used computers into India for educational use without the payment of import duty. 

