1. Talked to Vijay and Omprakash

2. Final exams going on from 3rd to 10th
3. Results on 20th May

4. Holidays after the exam-one month holiday in the summer

5. Omprakash offered to email results (both midterms and final) /send a CD? Before end of May.

6. Omprakash’s mobile no. 09305473578.

7. Books for different kids from different publications, so difficult to get papers for all. Hence, they set the exam paper themselves. Cannot get a similar paper from elsewhere. When they get the books in July they have to inform the publisher about the finals so they can get the final paper ready. Possibly get all books from the same publisher. Not much of difference from current books and the ones they are going to get. They desire state govt/NCIT books but these are often a couple of months late, almost around October which creates problems. Instead now, they get private publications like Anukriti, Vidya etc. Vallabh in talks with Ekalavya, as well as Manav/Vijay to procure books for next year.

8. Teacher attendance is good.

9. Manav also comes in regularly. In final talks for employment/working with a ‘movement’ outside, may go if anything concrete comes up, possibly in June/July.Will continue to be associated with Asha. Will leave permanently, working for Right to Information, Right to Food campaigns. Have good substitute teachers lined up, who will be finalized by other people.

10. Ashok and Babulal traveling to Banaras and are expected back tomorrow. They have set the paper. People like Manav, Omprakash are supervising the exams. 

11. Talked to Lalji. Marriage season ( so people sometimes don’t turn up. 4th English, 5th math, 7th science, 2nd Hindi, nursery alphabets. Children are not very serious about studies, not the proper kind of environment.  Lalji is confident that their efforts will pay off in the future. Says children are good enough to get passing marks but should better.

12. Talked to Rekha. All teachers attend regularly. Teaches 1st -8th Hindi, Math etc. Children are doing well given their current environment. English is their weakest subject. Math is alright. From now, they are planning to introduce a system wherein each child will be evaluated critically before deciding to promote them to the next standard. Doesn’t know about Ekalavya.

13. Omprakash. Everyone has passed. Only kids who failed where those ones that were absent on the day of the exam.

14. Talked to Sangita. Teaches Hindi, English, Math, Sanskrit. Except a couple of kids who seem to have transferred to a different school, everyone is attending. ~10-15 kids went to the govt school about 5-6 months back since they were getting free food etc. Doesn’t know about Ekalavya.

15. Omprakash said many teachers don’t know about Ekalavya since they will discuss it in a meeting only after everything is finalized. Same issue was raised around 6 months back.

16. Vijay said things were almost finalized with Ekalavya. Vallabh told them that books will be coming in from Ekalavya. Teacher training was supposed to start from May. The volunteers who were supposed to do it are not available. Ekalavya is also not very responsive. Even though these people have been using Ekalavya books, magazines etc, Ekalayva prefers these people to come there instead of their volunteers coming to this school for teacher training. But this is not economically feasible. Ekalavya books are similar to other books. They also have teacher guides etc. So its possible for teachers to teach from Ekalavya books without much training. 

17. Private publication papers are of bad print quality, questions are not good. Hence they decided to set their own papers. Other schools in the area also do the same thing. Costs more to set/print their own question papers as well as the possibility of spelling mistakes etc. 

18. Meet Vallabh after May 20th and give priority to Ekalavya since their books are good along with many other benefits.

19. Ekalavya center in Hoshangabad, MP for teacher training etc.

20. Omprakash said holidays have been cancelled since January.  Except for once in a while teachers have been very regularly. From July onwards only 20 holidays a year.

