I traveled to from Delhi to ILM School in Moradabad (Billari village) on Dec 27, 2007 with my mother.  It took us 4-5 hours to get to the school (around 11 am).  I was given a tour of the school and I asked the staff about any concerns and ongoing improvements at the school.  I asked questions from the kids to gauge their interest in school and what they are learning there.  Following are some of the things I observed:

1) Electricity was still not available at the school, although Prem Kumar assured me that the school will get the permit for electricity within two months.
2) No plumbing was visible in the toilets and I was told that there no funds for it

3) I met the following teachers at the school 

· Meena Kumari – Teaches Hindi, Math, Science
· Vikram – Teaches English, Math, Drawing
· Kuldip 

· Kusum – Teaches painting to younger students
· Furkan  - Teaches English, Science, Math
· Vikas Chauhan 
· Pratiksha

·  Pushpa

4) The number of students school at the time was 175.

5) Subjects taught at the school are

· English

· Science

· Hindi

· Math

6) There is a library at the school office, mostly with books in Hindi. 

7) Students have a sports period on Saturday and there is a cricket team.

8) School timings are from 9:30 am to 2:30 am

9) For about 40 students that are weak in studies, there is an extra one hour of school from 2:30 – 3:30 pm

10) Students take a test every month

11) There is a First Aid Box available for students in the office

12) They took a Rs. 25000 loan to build a room at the school.  Some people in Delhi helped them with Donations etc.

13) If students are missing classes for a few days, then the teachers go to their homes to check why

Prem Kumar and other teachers suggested that the following are some of the things they need to help in teaching at the Billari School:

1) TV

2) DVD player

3) CD player

4) Computer 

5) Trips once a year e.g. to Haridwar or Delhi (Rs. 25 – 30 K for 2-3 day trip)

6) Toys or instruments for learning Math and English

7) Weighing machine

I also visited a smaller, 1 room school in the Harijan community.  The conditions there were very unsanitary.  There were 2 main requests for that school;

1) Money to convert empty space next to a temple into a school (approx. Rs. 10 – 20 K) (Attaching pictures of the space next to temple).
2) Six girls in school who need help in schooling, books etc.  There parents have been persuaded to not marry them yet but let them study.

