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Project Summary

Name: 

Mahatma Gandhi Residential School (MGRS)

Location: 

Vivekanandanagara,
Karkal, Udupi District 
Karnataka 576117
India
Mission: 

To provide economically deprived high-school children at risk of dropping out an opportunity to get back into the education system. 
2005 – 06 Goals

· Continue to ensure that the students can compete with their peers from other schools.

· Set up a science and computer lab. 

· Institute training programs for the teachers. 
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Yoga Training at MGRS

How you can help?

· Sponsor a MGRS student by enrolling in the ‘Support a Child’ program for just $15/month.

· Receive regular updates about your sponsored child and the entire project.

· Visit the project

· Monitor the project progress and be part of the future of this project

For more information regarding site visits and proposals:

http://mgrs.ashacolorado.org
For information about ‘Support a Child’ 

http://sac.mgrs.ashacolorado.org
Project Contact: 

Smruti R. Behera

nkekre@yahoo.com
303-877-1357
Mahatma Gandhi Residential School (MGRS)

Karnataka, India
Project Background

MGRS was started in 1991 and is located in Udupi district of Karnataka about 45km from Mangalore. The program offers free residential school and uses innovative non-formal teaching techniques to attract and retain those kids who are at risk of dropping out of school after 7th standard.  

Most people living in this community are daily laborers. Their financial condition is quite precarious. Alcoholism, which is rampant among the male members, puts even more financial pressure on these families. As a result children are at risk to drop out of school and start working in hotels in the surrounding towns. Some parents, most notably mothers are however very keen to make sure that their children get an education. This is where MGRS steps in. By offering free boarding and education, it makes it a viable option for many parents to send their children to school.

The School

It’s a boys-only boarding school catering to kids from 8th to 10th standard. Each class has about 30 students. The school has 5 teachers and 1 principal. Some of the teachers stay at the school full-time as hostel wardens. 

The teaching method in 8th standard is mostly non-formal, in order to keep the students interested and help them get over the homesickness that comes with staying away from home for the first time. This involves emphasis on group activities such as games and gardening to instill a sense of belonging. More formal education methods including tests and examinations are introduced by the time these students reach the 9th standard. In the 10th standard the program establishes the same curriculum as in any other standard school and gears up the students for the state board exams.

Project Effectiveness

MGRS’ students have had a 100% pass rate at the state board examinations for the last 6 years. This is quite an achievement as most of the children had spent months if not years outside the education system before they joined this school. Many of the students have joined vocational institutes such as ITI. Some of them have even gained admittance into engineering colleges. Considering their background this is a huge achievement for the children and their families. The success of this school has created so much positive publicity that every year it receives more than 80 applicants for the 30 seats.
MGRS and Asha

Asha-Colorado has been supporting MGRS since July 2004. Asha-Bangalore is closely associated with MGRS and provides site visits and guidance.
