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Progress Report

Child labor eradication though bridge school intervention programme has successfully been implemented with support of Asha for Education –Australia at Bhadravathi. Under this project 25 child labor school dropouts who were working in different sectors like coffee estate, agriculture, garage, hotel, domestic help, construction works and brick industries and who had been deprived of education and childhood are being helped.

Children are being provided boarding, a teacher and educational support, all children re-enrolled to formal school. They are attending school every day and come back to the center. Here they are supplied with nutritious  food  and  one  teacher assigned for  looking  after  coaching,  every  morning  and  evening  along  with one  cook who is  responsible  for  preparing  food  and looking  after  childrens’ health.

Progress report of the program is as follows  

a) Personal changes of the child

b) Learning improvement.

c) Health and  Hygiene

d) Celebration of Gandhi Jayanthi (Mahatham Gandhi Birth Anniversary)

e) Exposure visits.

a) Personal changes of the child 

In the beginning months children were facing difficulty in adjusting to the new climate, teacher, learning discipline, attending classes, doing home work but now after motivation they are fine. They are learning living in groups, day to day practice of morning exercises, prayer, yoga, regular food and regular morning and evening habits.
Behavior with teacher and colleague is positively changing by responding well to questions raised in the school and in the center by teachers and visitors.

Routine

Children would wake up in the morning, complete their morning business and have regular simple yoga and prayer up 7am.  After that they have coaching classes, solving the home work problems if pending. This will be up to 8-30 am then they will have break fast and get ready for school.  From 10 to 4-30 formal school hours where they learn all subjects including extra curricular activities of sports and cultural events. 

b)  Learning status improvement 

Morning and evening additional coaching for children, individual attention given in the center through dedicated teacher helping to bring them from the attitude of earning and working interest to learning different subjects.  The children have  forgotten to read and write due to long  gap of schooling, now  they are showing interest  to read  and write in the  group,  giving  interest  in each  grade subjects. 

They are clarifying their doubts from the teacher.  Mathematics and English are the difficult subject for children, for which special focus has been given to all children to overcome the problems through coaching every day. 

During exam the children study in group discussion methods and ask questions and answer each other.  Now their performance in the school is good.  In the first semester exam they scored well.  16 children got A grade and  7 children  got  B grade  and  2  children got  C grade  and  appreciated  by the school teaching  staff.  Bridge school children are brighter than other children in the formal school.  Children are also showing much interest in drawing and cultural events performance.

c)  Health and Hygiene
Children have not earning much for health aspects, they were wearing unwashed clothes, hand face wash only once in a day with no bath, used to have bath once in a week. Not aware of taking food on time.  Past days they are very regular and very systematic way of life days moving here.  Early to bed early to wake up practices is seen in the center.   Every day would start with washing mouth; face, hands and legs properly in the morning, which followed by warm up exercise, yoga and prayer.  Bathing  and Breakfast (BB)  proceeds  then  get  ready for school with  proper  combing  and  wearing  washed  and clean  dress, most  of the day school uniforms.

After get back from school come to casual dress after, wash their face.  Hand and legs never forget to comb. Now  they   are free to play with each other  up to 6-30pm  Before  sitting  for evening  reading and writing  they  would  wash again and pray  some time.

Because of this systematic changes their health and hygiene conditions   not been affected.  Day to day health and hygiene situations has been improving   in the children and in the center.

d)  Celebration of Gandhi Jayanthi (Mahatma Gandhi Birth Anniversary)

Routine  practices changes on the day when there is no school, no home  work and  regular  classes,  children were  very happy and get  ready to do something  that,  the  day was  2nd  October  the birth anniversary  day of  Mahatma  Gandhi the person struggle  a lot to get   free  the India  from  clutches of  British Rule  with the tools  of Non-Violence  and  Peace.  Children and teacher happily celebrated the day with come local panchayat president as   chief guest.   There was  cultural  programme  performed  by the children and followed  with  message  of the great  personality  has  shared  by the guests  and  encouraged  the children  to adapt  their  message  in every  child  life  and lead  a peaceful life.  

The children cultural programme of folk group dance, individual dance, group songs, integrated songs, skits and jokes by children made the gathered children and people to enjoy. At the end of the programme sweets and some prizes for best performance was given to the children.

e) Excursion

Everyone needs changes of environment to make life lively but neglected children like ours there are no option to have that. To provide different environment, expose children with different people and place, which would help them to learn and enjoy themselves about nature and personalities who they meet, Bridge school children had excursion to see beautiful greenery, border covered by water with good architecture of dam, name is Lakkavalli reservoir.

The dam is constructed across the Bhadra river. 25 children, teacher and assistant staff went to dam with afternoon breakfast. When we reached at the foot of dam water from white water falls creating traditional dances and lightening was coming out with reflection of sunrays. It was most joy watching the movement of water. Pleasant wind, warm morning light combination made us to enjoy. 

Walk to reach top of the dam while going up saw the back front view of river flows, paddy fields, and trees curves taken by water was beautiful. Without feeling strain children happily reach the top of the dam and vies the scenery behind the river. Most pleasant air, water reflection, surrounding forest looking like hugging is most wonderful to see and enjoy the nature hidden beauty.

Children learn about importance of forest, river and dame by asking questions about what is the use of forest, dam and river and why we should protect the natural resources. How the pollution occurs who is responsible. It was like open classroom with lab experiences. Children play each other and enjoyed whole day here and turn to center only after Sun telling good by to day, children always it is a memorable day for us.

Conclusion.

Bridge School intervention is helping a lot for neglected child labourers and school drop outs to have again their lost childhood and education and parents could think towards role and responsibility of children education. Both community and parents have turning point to change attitude towards development of children with providing good education and childhood opportunities for children to become good energetic citizen of the country. Behalf organisation and children, we would say thank you very much for all hands behind working for welfare of these needy neglected children.

