Progress Report 2009

Nartap High School and Bonpura Primary School

(Jan-Dec , 2009).

Summary:

Significant progress was made in academics as seen by the % of students who passed the board exam (in comparison to previous years).

Students are also doing well in sports and this is reflected in the number of prizes they won in interschool sports meets.  Six girls were selected by Sports Authority of India to represent at the state level.

Past students and other professionals were invited to the school to provide some career counseling for students

Infrastructure improvement were made by constructing toilets in both Bonpura and Nartap schools 

Management: 

During 2008-09 the salary of teaching and non teaching staff in both schools was enhanced by 10% and this encouraged them to work hard. In Bonpura Primary School, a chowkidar named Mr Arjun Mandal has been employed and initially his salary was paid by ACRD. Arjun is an illiterate and lives in abject poverty. He does not have any agricultural land so earns his livelihood by daily wages. Arjun’s father had donated the land to the school and that is why he had been employed by ACRD for the school.  Arjun’s salary is now being paid through Asha funds.

Mr Dhiraj Chetri, teaching Assistant of BPS had left the job and Ms Namita Roy is employed in his place. The management committee of BPS was changed this year. The President had to be ousted because of his violent behaviour towards the chowkidar. Mr Monmohan Roy was selected as the President of BPS instead.  Ms Anita Shah, Asha Volunteer from Stamford Chapter, USA had visited both the schools during the month of February, 2009. 

Academics: 

· The admission of new students continued throughout the month of January 2010. In NHS, an admission test was held for the admission in class VIII and unlike the previous years, only the qualifying students were allowed to take admission in the school. The number of admissions in class VIII was reduced to 120 this year because two venture schools were started in two of the near by villages and the local students got enrolled in those schools.

· Out of 20 students who appeared in the High School Final examination as regular candidates - 14 students passed which is 70% of the students out of which 1 student secured first division and 2 students got 2nd division. In the history of NHS, no student had secured first division before and the pass percentage was very low in the past years. Out of 40 private students (those students who could not succeed in last Boards Examination and they were not allowed to continue the regular classes in the school. So they had to appear in the examination as private candidates by filling their forms from NHS) who appeared in the examination, 23 had passed which also set a record in the private students’ history. The student who secured first division is from a very poor family and he was felicitated and awarded by ACRD.

· Excursion for the students of class X took place in the last week of December. They were taken to the same places where they are taken every year - Airport, Science museum, Kalakhetra, the Historical Saraighat Bridge and Planetarium. 

· Another past student from BPS also passed in the HSLC Boards examination from a nearby high school.

· For the students of class VIII and IX of NHS, coaching classes were offered during summer vacation. The subjects taught were English, Math and Science. Some Resource Persons were invited to coach students on developing the writing skills in the examination and to give tips on how to secure good marks in the Boards examination. An evaluation test was held at the end of the coaching classes. It was found from the evaluation test that the performance of girls was better than boys.

· During the summer vacation, the head master of NHS, Mr Nandeswar Kathar visited the houses of the students along with Mr Priya Nath Deka, President of the Management Committee and a few other teachers to motivate the guardians to take care of their children and encourage them by personal counseling. About 40 households of far flung villages were visited during summer vacation. It was found by the visiting team that house to house visit is very important for better performance of the students because in most of the houses there is no educational environment and the guardians were not at all aware of the importance of educating their children. The house to house visit is also very difficult to organize because it requires lots of time as well as money since most of the students live in very remote villages or on top of the hills. 

· The parents counseling meet has been planned during the year to make the parents aware about the importance of not only sending their children to school but also that monitoring their children’s performance is imperative.

Infrastructure Development:  

Asha had sanctioned a sum of Rs 45,000/- for construction of toilets in both Bonpura Primary School and Nartap High School during 2008-09. With that amount a urinal and a toilet for Bonpura Primary School and two urinals each for boys and girls separately and one common toilet was constructed in Nartap High School. Some repair work was done in both the schools. The teachers of both the schools purchased books from the Book Fair held in Guwahati for the libraries in the schools in January.

Sports & Other activities: 

· 12 students of NHS participated in different events in Gumoria High School Rural Sports Meet for the Dimioria Development Block held in August; the following is the performance of the students. 

Long Jump & Discus Throw ( Boys)- 1st prize

Long Jump (Girls)-                              2nd
Shot put (Girls)-                                   2nd & 3rd
100 meter race (Girls)-                        2nd 

· 6 girls from NHS have been selected by Sports Authority of India (SAI) for kabaddi who have been playing in other states of India representing SAI, Guwahati Region. They also have been given sports scholarship from SAI.

· During this period ACRD has given some sports equipment such as football kits, volley ball kits, badminton kits etc for the students of NHS and Chinese checker, ludo, football, carom board etc. for the students of BPS from its own fund to encourage the students in sports activities.

· World Environment Day was observed in NHS like the previous years and the students planted 200 plants in the school premises this year.

· Two students of third year graduation from Hindu College and SRCC, Delhi named Ms Tanvee Kakati and Ms Anjim Sabiha did their internship with ACRD during their summer vacation and were taken to NHS for career counseling. They had an interactive session for three hours with some selected students of class X and IX and provided them information on careers. Mr Rishi Raj Bordoloi, who is a Marketing Manager from APPLE in Bangalore and recently joined Cambridge University for higher studies, was also invited to NHS to interact with the students. Rishi had commented after the interaction that the students were found to be very enthusiastic about their career and had asked him many questions like computer graphics, animation, defense service etc. He was very happy interacting with them because the students are quite informed about different career options in spite of their being in remote and backward area.  

· Teachers Day was observed in both the schools on 5th September. NHS organized an extempore speech competition for the students using the financial sponsorship of Block Elementary education Office, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan Mission of Assam.

Goals for 2010

· Continue to improve the success rate for students passing the board exam

· Identify government and other schemes for scholarships and funding for books etc that can be used to reduce reliance on funds from Asha for Education

· Continue to participate in inter-school competition. Provide opportunity to students to organize such events within the school or across schools so that they can develop leadership skills.

· SSA gives free books to the students of BPS. But there is no provision for supply of free books by the Government to the students of Nartap High School. Goal is to find a sponsor for the books. Possibilities could be the following - scholarships for the tribal students from the ITDP, Govt of Assam. 
· To send 12 girls from NHS to participate in the International Youth Festival organized by Young Men’s Welfare Society, Kolkata to observe 60th anniversary of India’s Republic which will be held from January 22nd-26th. They are expected to perform three traditional tribal dances-Karbi, Bodo and Tiwa.  

