CDDP Asha schools

Brief report

Period 1.4.2009 to 31.3.2010

Introduction:

CDDP Asha schools are running in seven villages namely: Arungulam, Nedumbaram,Nallattur, Nemili, Chivvada, VGK Puram and Karani nizampattu villages. All these villages are in remote and interior locations in Thiruvallur district of Tamilnadu,India.

Totally we cover 162 students under this programme>

The following is the break up in each of the villages:

	S.No.
	Name of the village
	Boys 
	Girls
	Total

	1
	Arungulam
	15
	8
	23

	2
	Nedumbaram
	6
	12
	18

	3
	Nallattur
	8
	15
	23

	4
	Nemili
	9
	18
	27

	5
	Chivvada
	11
	11
	22

	6
	VGKPuram
	10
	14
	24

	7
	Karaninizampattu
	10
	15
	25


They all belong to Scheduled caste and Scheduled tribe communities. They are from the poorest of the poor families. They are considered as untouchables by the other community people. Most of them are landless agricultural laborers having an income of about Rs.10000 per annum. Most of them live in huts; but some privileged could get Government allocated free constructed houses. For most of the families, the present children are the first school going persons. Due to poverty, the parents ask their children also to attend work for earning. Therefore, our concentration is more on brining the working children to the schooling. We provide the parents and the children motivation for the continuation of the children in the schooling through our Asha programme. 

We not only provide them the much needed improvement in their studies, but also habitual change and development in other spheres of their life. 

We work on the theme of ,” Education should prepare you for life and build your character.”
They are provided with Uniform dresses, non uniform dresses, footwears, books,notebooks,pen pencils, geometry boxes etc.

Apart from these, they are provided evening nutritive snacks. Evening special coaching is provided with special teachers at our Asha schools.

There is no difference in the teachers and they all continued from previous year. No addition or removal in the teachers list.

Weekly meetings of the staff were held every week to exchange their experience and also to plan the lesson plans for the following week.
Anniversary programme of  CDDP- Asha schools

It was another important occasion for the students of Asha schools. The seven schools run with Asha’s assistance are located seven distant villages. Once a year the students of all the seven schools come together in a common location and enjoyed themselves through competitions and cultural events.

This year, it was organized on 15th of August on Independence Day of India. Mr.C.Rengarajan, popular freedom fighter from Chennai could come as chief guest and honor the occasion. 
The whole day programme was started from early morning. Chartered buses flied to the villages to bring the students. Morning breakfast was provided. Sports competitions were held. According to the classes, they were grouped. 1-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12 formed the four groups. Accordingly, elocution and music competitions were also held.  Each village could give a cultural event also. The cultural events were based on specific social, environmental and moral themes.  The winners got prizes and the others got consolation prizes, as we always tried to see every student got one prize or other.

Sumptuous lunch was also provided. All the activities went up to six in the evening. Everybody felt, it was memorable day. 

Educational tour:

The educational tour was arranged to expose the students to outside world. This year the students were taken to a popular school in Chennai and they were asked to mingle with the city students. Interactive sessions were held. Cultural programs were arranged. It was a treat to watch, the city students could come along with the village students in all the activities. Later the students were taken to Marina beach and also to famous museum at Egmore.  All the activities during the educational tour could provide them better awareness and education to them for various aspects their life.
Conclusion:

Generally we found marked improved in all spheres of educational life of the students. They are bettering in their studies. Their involvement in extra curricular activities is appreciable. We explicitly see the good habitual changes in their day today life. 
