CDDP Site Visit Report

Date of visit: 21-22 August 2006

Visited by: Annapurna chandra, Steward, CDDP, ASHA-SV along with Mr. Sethunarayanan (The Director, CDDP) and Mrs. Kousalya.

Introduction: CDDP is a voluntary organization which operates in 60 villages in the Tiruvallur and Kanchipuram districts of Tamil Nadu. Asha for education provides financial aid through the SAC program in the following villages:

Phase I : Asha school for children who attend regular govt. school (an after school education center 5-8pm)

Panchayat name: Nedumbaram

District: Tiruvallur

Block: Tiruvalangadu

This center is the primary operation headquarter for all other Asha schools in the area. The children are largely from Nedumbaram village. They belong to the SC/ST section of the village. It is about 3 hrs drive from Chennai on the Chennai Tiruttani Hwy. Mr. Dhanasekaran is the on-site project co-ordinator.

Number of students: 23

Teachers: Ms. Radhika (a master's student at QMC)

               Ms. Kalaiarasi

               Ms. Sathyapriya (student at QMC)

 Number present on the day of visit: 18 students 

We reached the center around 5pm. The students from the local govt. school were arriving as we did. The teachers were ready with their lessons and promplty began when the students took their places. There was a Biology , an English and a Tamil lesson that were being taught in 3 different sections. The children were well behaved and attentive in their respective classes.  We had a small break with refreshments.

Panchayat name: Nemili

District: Tiruvallur

Block: Tiruvalangadu

Teacher : Ms. Sheela

Number of students: 16
our second stop was a one room school in Nemili. The class was in session when we arrived. The children were very excited to see us. I spoke with them regarding the school and enquired about their future plans. Interestingly each student had one. They were quite focused in their lessons. The classroom was dim cause it had only a single light source. 

Panchayat name: Nallatur

District : Tiruvallur
Block : Tiruvalangadu

Teacher : Ms. Porkodi

Number of students: 17

The school here is run out of the teacher’s veranda at home. There were a higher number of girls in this particular class. Students recited poems and solved basic math problems. The space was very limited. 

Panchayat name: Arungulam

 There was a communal conflict in the village hence decided not to visit the project there.

Panchayat name: Chivvada

District : Tiruvallur

Block : Tiruvalangadu

Teachers: S Mohana
                  S Munivenkatesh

Number of students: 19

I was very impressed with the sense of discipline in this school. All the student foot wear was lined up neatly in front of the door. Both teachers are quite energetic and good with students. The building was well maintained and well lit.

I got to enjoy students’ artwork. 

Panchayat name : VGK Puram

District : Tiruvallur

 Teacher: Ms.Devanayaki 

Number of students: 24

This was a wonderful experience. We were welcomed by a joyful energetic bunch of students. They had prepared a welcome dance and a short play for us.

The classroom was well organized with a good amount of space for the children to move around. It was interesting to see how informative the children were in geography…pointing out various places on the map.
Panchayat name: Karani Nizampattu

District : Tiruvallur

Teachers: K Paramasivam 

                 Seetha

Number of students: 25

This school is run in an extension from the teacher’s house. There was a math class going on followed by history. The students were very curious about USA and wanted to know everything about airplanes. 

