CDDP Visit. March 1st 2006

While I was in Chennai, I visited the project I steward – CDDP. 

 My special thanks to Mr. Sethunarayanan and Mrs. Kousalya Sethunarayanan for making this visit happen.

The trip to the villages near Thrutani was very pleasant. On both sides of the roads were paddy fields, groundnut fields and coconut trees. I reached the first village – Nedumbaram around 4.30pm. I was very thrilled to see the children rather than looking at the facility. Around 4.45pm the children started coming. There were neatly dressed in their respective school uniforms -   mostly navy blue and white blouse combination.

 I watched the 10th class where the math teacher was teaching Number Progressing. The teacher was very enthuasically teaching. The students were a little tense as I was sitting in the back of the class. There were three sections of children taught by three teachers. The children seemed eager to learn English. They were not very proficient in English. They seemed  follow the steps and were prompting the answers. The snack for the day was kadalai chundal- Boiled Garbanzo beans with seasoning. It was very tasty. They also had organic guava, lentils cultivated in an effort to educate the villagers.  After saying good-bye to the children, we started for the next village. The children so happy to see me/Asha folk and made me promise that I come and visit them next year also.

The second stop was VKG puram. This place was very much inside the main roads and there were no proper roads and no lighting. The children were running behind our car. The class room was a concrete built one room. This place had small children. The children are very smart and bold enough to answer questions asked and ask questions back. I generally asked them the on subject which was taught day. The teacher on that day was the brother of the teacher employed who was volunteering his time.  I met one of the ex-Asha students who has finished 12th class and stopped his studies. He requested me that I take up his sponsorship to Asha for Air-conditioning . The children sang a Bharithyar song which they sung earlier for Ahsa school annual meet.

 The third was Arungulam where  I could really say children were very eager to come to Asha school daily. The main reason is the teacher there (forgot her name). Children could grasp where she was teaching. There was couple of 12th standard children preparing for the board exams. One of reasons for coming Asha school was the facility gave them 

 The last stop was at Nemilli. This place is very interior form the main roads and it was dark already. But the school had  full attendance. I met very interesting children there. I  met Bhavani who was very smart and bold. She conveyed her intent to become a teacher and wanted to serve Asha school. Monhan Babu was very shy but cute boy who was  very interested to show me his school work. Their teacher Sheela takes very good interest in the children and wants to see them succeed. She helps them with extra circular activities like teaching them songs.

 When asked about the Woorkbook, Bhavani and most others  from Nemili said they want to become like Surya or Maran. 

 Overall, school is functioning well. The facility is well maintained and students are eager to learn. The Asha message is being conveyed. There is no question about the money reaching the needy children for education.

Suggessions ;

1) Need better lighting for all the 7 schools.

2) Need extra black board for school.

3) Need/Can have better and more teachers for Science/Maths.

4) A computer to teach the children.

