Progress Summary 
We are writing this from Gwalior, during a visit here for some networking 
jobs. Do feel free to mail us your queries and we shall try to respond to them 
when we hit civilization next! 
Here is the latest update on progress with the education project in Kuno. 

So far, 8 schools have already been set up and have become operational. 

1. Meghpura: Teacher: Shrilal Kushwaha (of village Paira). This school 
is running in the courtyard of one of the villager's house. The villagers have 
committed to construct a shelter for the school soon. They seem to prefer an 
open air thing at present so that the kids can study out in the sun during the 
severe winters. Around 50 students have already started attending this school. 
The villagers are planning to set up some accommodation for the teacher in the 
village itself, so that he can also conduct night classes for interested 
adults. 

2. Durredi: Teacher: Dayakishan Kushwaha, of village Paira. The school 
is being run in the premises of the newly constructed government school of the 
village, which currently has not been operationalized by the district 
authorities. The students got together to clean the premises and around 30 
kids are attending this school, from Durredi itself. 

3. Silpura: Teacher: Maniram Adivasi, of village Paira. This school 
caters to villages Chapraith and Silpura, and has around 25 students already. 
The school is being run in the vacant premises of one of the villager's 
houses, which has now been committed for this purpose itself. 

4. Khallai: Teacher: Rakesh Kushwaha, from village Paira. The school 
caters to villages Khallai, Barred and Chhoti Khajuri, and has around 40 kids 
attending currently. It is so far being run in the open, but the villagers 
have committed to construct a shelter soon. However, the community requested 
us to let the school run in a space outside village Khallai, so that kids from 
the other two villages can attend without feeling shy.! 

5. Chak Parond: Teacher: Bais Ram aAdivasi, from village Jakhoda. This 
school has around 20 children, and is being run in the premises of a 
villager's hut. 

6. Ahirwani: Teacher: Kailash Adivasi from Ahirwani village itself. He 
has been teaching in this village since last year but had to discontinue 
because the villagers were unable to support his salary (for which we have now 
picked up the tab). The school has around 40 children from this village 
itself. 

7. Khera: Teacher: Ghanshyam Adivasi from village Palpur. The school 
has around 15 students (it has begun only this week), and villagers from 
nearby Taparpura village are also likely to start sending their children to 
this school soon. It is being run in the open in village Khera. 

8. Badi Khajoori: Teacher: Raju Kushwaha, from village Paira. The 
school has begun very recently, and has about 15 kids currently. 

The number of children is likely to go up substantially in a couple of weeks, 
as some families are returning from seasonal migration. We had earlier planned 
to open the schools in Jan., but we advanced this date so that by the time the 
families return, the idea starts gaining momentum. Things seem to be working 
out like that in practice too. 

We are holding a training for the teachers by a team from Eklavya on 4, 5 and 
6 Jan, in Agraa itself. Immediately after this, there would also be a formal 
opening of the project, for further information dissemination for the 
schools. The forest department has welcomed the schools, and we are discussing 
with them how to link up the schools with the district education network. 

We hope to start working on resource material after the Eklavya visit, and 
have already got the blackboards for these schools readied. We have started 
photo-documenting the schools right from the start, and would scan and send 
the snaps to you (or put them up on our website) after the 3rd (when we can 
send them across to Delhi). The teachers are preparing profiles of the 
students according to a format we are designing currently. Data of this type 
would be sent to you after preliminary compilation is completed (this should 
reach you in early Feb.) 

More later. Do write back with comments and feedback. 
Happy New Year! 
Asmita and Meraj.
