Report: Meeting with Keshav Lal Mahto.

Purpose: Feedback and information of ROPA projects being run near Ranchi

Meeting date: 2nd July 2002

Venue: Residence at Ranchi

The meeting was planned and arranged at Ranchi to be at a mutual location at Ranchi. The arranged date was 2nd July 2002.

Address and contact of Project contact:

Keshav Lal Mahto

Gram – Arkeya

PO: Buradih

Thana: Bundu

Zila: Ranchi

PIN 835204

Direct Phone: (06530)- 803002

Message from Keshav mahto for Asha Chicago – 

Keshav has thanked Asha Chicago for its timely grant in funding for the projects.  The money has been well utilized in the various areas and all needs pertaining have been met.

Particulars about the organization :

Keshav Mahto was instrumental in establishing a school at Chirudih. Chirudih is about 75 km from Ranchi. The school is now well established and is run by government for general administration. The charge has been handed over to the authorized personnel By Mr. Mahto. This has been done with consultation and approval of Asha Lucknow volunteers. Keshav Mahto goes for regular supervision and inspection to the school. He is appointed as secretary of ROPA and is looking forward for the 'Vrich mitr Purskar' from the government for being a friend to flora/fauna.

Statistics of the school children - 

Grade 3- 13 students

Grade 2 -12 students

Grade 1 –59 students

Statistics of teachers

Feb - 6

March – 6

April - 4

May – 4

June – 3

(The school and attendance registers verified the statistics)

Mr. Mahto is now in the process of establishing another ashram/school/orphanage for children at a place called `Shalgadih' which is in the same district. This is about 60 km from the city of Ranchi. The objective of establishing this `ashram' is to provide a place for homeless children (to start with, will be approximately 10 boys aged 3-10) to live and study in an amicable environment. Another reason is to try to have a safe haven for orphan children from drinking/smoking and other vices. For this purpose he has been granted a land of 8 acres by the government in May 2002.

Organization and community :

About 8-10 villages surround both Chirudih and Shalgadih with approximate population of 2000 people (about 300 families). Right now there is no government school in the vicinity. The children who come to school are mostly of rural agricultural background. The attendance depends a lot on whether it is the harvesting season. The teachers are local to the area and are at least high school graduates with dedication and motivation for children to educate themselves. The teachers are instrumental in convincing villagers to send their children to school and get educated. The ratio of children is 60% boys and 40% girls. The ratio of girls decreases as the grade goes higher. The villagers also help and assist the school , if not in cash ,in kind by supplying grains, vegetables and milk.

There are 2 timings followed in the school. 

Summer timing- 7.30 am to 11 am

Regular timing – 10.30 to 3.30 pm

The subjects taught are Maths, Hindi and Social Studies. Methods to teach are using Dance, songs and cultural programs,which the students seem to enjoy a lot. The school uses government schools  methodology in teaching and also in use of school holidays. The teachers are also trained accordingly. Main expenses are in getting books, notebooks, toys and storage spaces, almarahs etc.

Future prospect of ashram at Shalgadih :

This location is very close to National Highway and is easily accessible by bus and other means of transportation. Mr. Mahto plans to establish an infrastructure for the children to live and study on this land. His plan of action and time frame is 3 years and estimated budget is 1 lakh rupees (aprox $2100). He is in the process of submitting a proposal for this project.Farming will be the main source of income, as he plans to utilize half of the land – that is 4 acres of land for growing local vegetables and Plants to augment the finances. The other 4 acres will house the premises.

The site will also have cows and buffaloes for milk, to have a balance in the  economy. Mr. Mahto's wife and family will also join in this endeavor. Presently he lives 10 km from the site but would stay in the premises along with the children. No chemical fertilizer will be used on this land, only natural fertilizer to be used. 

(PS- Mr. Mahto is trained by agricultural board for use of natural fertilizer. He himself at times trains and educates other villagers at training sessions for farming techniques) Most important need to fulfil his dream of an ashram-

- Is to establish a temporary house for him to stay near the site.

- Installation of a solar pump of 5HP

- A well of depth 20 feet

Comments :

Keshav Mahto is a BA from local Tamar College. He has spent considerable time in getting training and actively utilizes the efforts in educating others especially the needy and those who have the capability. He has specially married a woman from the area in social service who helps him in the projects. He specially cited two examples, which inspired and influenced him to start the Shalgadih  ashram.

- There is a 7-year-old boy who hangs around near the bus stand. He is poor but with a good deal of self-respect. As soon as a bus comes by, he performs numerous dance steps and acrobatic tricks, and thus gets rewarded with money. On many occasions when villagers tried to give him money, he refused. This according to Keshav is a boy with determination and talent and if given some direction and education would be able to stand on his own feet with respect and meaning.

- Another motherless boy works in a relative's house in the village. The relatives treat him in not so good manner. The boy is intelligent and has picked up all the lessons from the boys in the family who attend school. This is another intelligent kid who if given a proper loving home can do wonders for his life.

- ROPA is the name used as it is the most popular dialect spoken in this area. 

thanks

Promila Kumar

