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Asha London Projects Questionnaire

Period: January – June 2010
Project Name: ALL BENGAL WOMEN’S UNION
Location: 89, ELLIOT ROAD, KOLKATA – 700 016,
                WEST BENGAL, INDIA
Project outline:

Asha chapters supporting the project (including names of all project stewards): Abesh Choudhary, Ipsita Sinha, Angela Norris
Total number of Students in 2010 per school (where more than one school):

Number of Students in the Hostel per hostel (where more than one hostel):

Number of Teachers in 2010 per school:

Specific focus areas for 2010-11:

Funding Status:
Outstanding funds awaited for 2010-11:
Total Budget – Rs.3,78,000/-  (not received)
Funds received from organisations/donors other than Asha:
1)  The Hope Foundation, Ireland  -  Rs.26,00,000/- approx. for 2009-2010,

2)  Partners in Aid, Australia  -  Rs.13,00,000/- for 2009-2010.                                              
Activities currently not being undertaken due to shortage of funds:

o
Computer Training

Any additional teachers/carers/administrators required in 2010-11 and corresponding funding requirement:

O
We require one Medical Social Worker cum Probation Officer who will look after the welfare of all the children residing in ABWU and also do the Home Search of these children for their ultimate restoration to their families, if at all:-

- 
 Rs.10,000/- p.m. x 12 months  =  Rs.1,20,000/-

O
One House-Mother for Swadhar Project which looks after the rescued victims of trafficking:-


-
Rs.3,000/- p.m. x 12 months  =  Rs.36,000/-

Any students in need of individual sponsorship:  N A
Student performance:

Results of key exams - 10th grade, 12th grade, other

-
Four girls are studying in Colleges (Bachelor of Arts)

-
One girl will be appearing for High School Final Exam

-
Four girls are studying in Class XI in High School

-
Six girls will be appearing for School Final Exam

-
Two girls are in Class IX

-
Two girls are studying in Class VI
-
One girl is studying in Class VIII

Number of students who have transferred over to Government schools this year

All the girls are studying in formal and recognised Schools and Colleges.

Number of students who have transferred over to other Private schools this year

Number of students who have dropped out of school this year and the primary reasons for the drop-out


N A
Number of special-needs students 

There are 15 (fifteen) special needs students who need special attention and specially trained teacher as well as care-givers. Due to their special needs, they are sometimes violent and uncontrollable. For this, we need help of psychiatrists and counsellor.

Main areas of concern with respect to student performance

Most of the special needs students are approaching adolescence and hence, change in behavioural pattern – usual carers are at a loss to address these areas.

Individual attention to such girls have been beneficial for some of the girls.

Main areas of improvement in the last year

Other key activities:

Educational trips made/planned:

Children and young adults visited Puri, a sea beach resort in Orissa during their Summer holidays. During that time, they also visited various historical places outside Puri.
Extra-curricular activities pursued by students
They are learning Drawing, Music and Crafts. They are also getting trained in playing ‘Marching Band’ and they have become so expert now, that they had played at the Closing Ceremony of IPL T-20 Cricket Match.
Dance Therapy Class – Classes are held twice a week to provide an alternative and non-traditional form of counselling to the mentally challenged and severely traumatized children through the creative use of dance movement therapy.
Hockey – Our girls are being trained to play Hockey and they have also participated in Hockey Tournaments.

Details of vocational training currently provided/planned 
Sewing, Block Printing, Weaving, Fine Needle-work, Bakery, Wool Knitting and Cooking & Catering Training – which are all in-house training programmes. Some of our girls are undergoing Nurses’ Aid Training which is Nursing home-based training. They also get General Nursing and Midwifery Training if they pass High School examination. This training is professional training being imparted in the environment of Hospitals.
Any construction work currently being undertaken/planned
We are planning to build pathways which will be covered for the benefit of the girls. These girls get wet during Monsoon season while going to the Dining Room and fall sick. Hence, a covered pathway is to be constructed.

Another class-room for our Primary School is needed to be constructed since we are planning to add Class V in our Primary School but due to fund constraints, we are unable to do so, at present.

Community engagement work currently being undertaken/planned
Have taken up the health issues of three slum areas, the population covered is about 35,000 in the three slums. Our Child Protection Team visit the areas and take up the relevant issues – be it health related or any other current prevalent issues.

Drop-out rate here is very high, hence, tutorial support and extra coaching is given to these children to mainstream them. Sixty such children are being given such support.

Legal Rights Awareness Camps are being regularly organized in the remote areas of this State. Some of the areas are so remote that, the only communication is by boats over the river.

In future, we are planning to undertake work with block villages, making them trafficking-free zone. These areas are notorious areas where rampant trafficking of women and children for sexual purposes takes place. In order to make these areas free from this kind of rampant abuse, we need to work with them on regular basis and raise the awareness of the total population regarding this vice. For this, we require funds, which, we are unable to obtain as yet.
Environment regeneration work currently being undertaken/planned
We are looking into the possibility of installing Solar Power and Rain Water Harvesting for future conservation of energy and water. It entails huge cost, hence, we are seeking for funds.

Success-stories:

Any success stories of current students

One girl who is now studying B.A. in College is the daughter of a sex worker. This girl refused to join this profession despite the pressure from the so-called ‘stepfather’. She is sincere and working very hard to complete her Graduation.

Any success stories of ex-students

Issues/Risks:

Any current or future issues that Asha London should be aware of

Any current or future risks that Asha London should be aware of

Site-audits:

Site visits performed by Asha volunteer(s) in 2010-11

Site visits performed by others in 2010-11 including any reports

Audit reports provided by local auditors

Pictures/videos:

Photos of students engaging in studies/other activities
Any photos of teachers, school and local community
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