ASHA SAMAJIK VIDYALAYA, LUCKNOW

 


Asha is going to take up a fresh initiative in Lucknow. We would like to work with regular schools to start education centers for underprivileged children. The first such experiment would be undertaken in the Springdale College in Indira Nagar. The College is going to provide its infrastructure to Asha to run this center. Intitally the center will operate for 2 hours from 3 to 5 pm but soon it will run as a full fledged 4 hour school. The teachers working at this center will spend about two hours in the morning interacting and teaching underpriviledged at their workplace or in their slums (like Sonia Singh is doing at the Luckow Railway Station; see Hindustan Times article of 24/9/2003) and then bring some of these children to the regular school in the afternoon at Springdale. The Springdale College is initially providing two class rooms and their playground but are willing to extend more facilities when they will be required. They have also agreed to provide some stationery and books. 

 

Presently volunteer Sonia Singh has been running a 2 hour center for the last 5 months at the Lucknow Railway Station platform for about 20 children who earn their living by refilling and selling discarded water bottles, sweeping the train coaches, pick-pocketing, etc. Shri Sudhakar Reddy, who sponsors medicines for the Asha Ashram at Lalpur provides snacks to these children every Wednesday from his restaurant Dosa Point.

 

Budget

 

Coordinator, Sonia Singh’s honorarium, Rs. 4000 per month = 12 X Rs. 4000 = Rs. 48,000.00

Honorarium for 3 teachers including one teacher for vocational training programmes @ Rs. 3000 per month, 3 X Rs. 3000 X 12 =  Rs. 1,08,000.00 

Conveyance, Rs. 20 per day for three teachers = 3 X Rs. 20 X 30 X 12 = Rs. 21,600.00

Health Care, Rs. 1000 per month for all children = 12 X Rs. 1000 = Rs. 12,000.00

Snacks, Rs. 1000  per month for all children = 12 X Rs. 1000 = Rs. 12,000.00

Funds for running the vocational training programmes, Rs. 25,000.00

 

Total = Rs. 2,26,000.00 (Rupess Two lakh twenty six thousand only)

@rs 45 = 5022 USD

Article and a Box-Item Published in Hindustan Times, Lucknow on 24 September, 2003

 

ASHA FOR PLATFORM URCHINS, BUT NOT RAILWAYS

 

By Venugopal Pillai

 

Virtually driven out of Railways’ Guides and Scouts room at the Charbagh Railway Station, Asha Trust didn’t let go its noble work of educating platform urchins.

It took 20-odd students to Platform No. 9 and began teaching them undeterred by the non-cooperation by the Railways.

Teacher Sonia Singh said, ‘Initially the classes were organized near the pump house. But suddenly, the railway authorities objected to it and shooed us out of the room. Somehow, the senior officials of the Trust, including Magsaysay recipient Sandeep Pandey convinced the railway officials. And they agreed to permit us to take classes on Platform No. 9.’

For the last four months, the children are being taught out in the open on the platform without any assistance from any corner.

‘Had it not been the support of Asha Trsut and my parents, the endeavour woulc have been difficult,; said the teacher, who herself is a graduate.

She informed that some 20 platform urchins, including girls are attending the classes as per their convenience. The classes are held five days a week between 10 am and 12 noon. 

‘It is difficult to convince these children about the significance of education as they primary concern is not head but the belly, ‘ she said.

As regards any incentive to children to make them attend classes, she said a proposal had been sent to various organizations for financial aid. ‘With whatever aid we get, the efforts would be to teach them some creative work in association with entrepreneurs,’ she said.

Citing an example of successful children from among her students, she said that two children, incidentally both Manoj, would soon be joining a fabrication workshop to learn the work.

It is pertinent to note that Manoj was like any other platform urchin, but he could dream of leading a respectable life because of the assitance of Asha Trust and Sonia Singh.

 

‘COPS USE US AS SERVANTS’

 

A group of platform urchins alleged that the police personnel (GRP) ‘take them home and make them work hard.’ ‘They don’t give even a penny in return,’ they complain.

Bhram (name changed), 13, said he had just escaped a hunting GRP constable. He wanted a boy for the whole day. Dhar said his family was dependent on him and whatever he earned through sweeping coaches went to fetching food. ‘If I fail to get home with food, my family starves. So, I often get into the GRP’s trap.’ He says. Ramesh, 16, another victim, said that he had ‘served’ them on many occasions. ‘We are not opposed to work. But we should get paid for our labour,’ he says. It’s an irony that the GRP uses platform urchins very often but does not allow them to stay on platforms! ADG DP Sinha said he would soon initiate an inquiry in this regard. 


dp <dp@btv.ibm.com> wrote:

Excellent work Sandeep... very inspiring

DP
----- Original Message -----
From: "asha" 
To: 
Sent: Sunday, October 12, 2003 3:29 PM
Subject: [asha-wide] Asha intervenes at Lucknow Railway Station


> dear friends, following is the first activity of asha's own in lucknow
city. we think that this effort has now stabilized. we are looking for funds
to convert it into a more regular education programme. the chapters which
might be interested in considering this for support may contact sabita
balachandran (sabita_b@yahoo.com) to whom i'm sending the proposal.
> love, sandeep
> --------------------------------

