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“The work of the volunteers and love they have put in to make the learning center a creative space is evident; beautiful experience for me” – Maria Mathai, Intel
Intel Computer Clubhouse at CLT creates a world of caring and computers 
Written By Rachna Mathur
The enthusiasm and excitement of these children is contagious as they engross themselves in creating digital artwork, working with the latest gizmos, completing school projects and burning CDs. This is the energy-filled scene at the Intel Computer Clubhouse in Jakkur, a village outside Bangalore, whose activities are hosted by a non-profit organization known as the Children’s Lovecastles Trust (CLT).
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Started in 1997, CLT was set up with the intention of motivating economically backward children to complete their basic schooling. Through a suite of innovative programs all-year around such as the mid-day meal, summer camps, and Computer-aided learning, CLT offers access to non-formal education programs and creates a fun, safe, and creative learning environment for kids of all ages at several project sites. 
The CLT Learning Center “Srujana” and the Intel Computer Clubhouse are situated in Jakkur and cater to 10 neighboring villages with children from grades 1-10 comprising of nearly 850 students. 
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This is the second Intel Computer Clubhouse in India, inaugurated in April 2003 with CLT, after the first one with Katha Khazana, another non-profit organization in Delhi for slum children. This clubhouse is an invention workshop for these village children, giving them access to high-tech equipment to help develop skills that encourage self-confidence and foster creativity. Bhagya Rangachar, executive director and founder trustee of CLT says “Nearly 100-150 children pass through the clubhouse each day which is open from 10am-6:30pm six days a week. We work mostly through the mentor mode and currently there are 14 mentors and 5 CLT members overseeing the activities.”

                    
I had the incredible opportunity to take part in this wonderful initiative as a volunteer and view its success with my own eyes on my trip to India in the summer of 2002. Nearly everyone who has gone to see the Learning Center and the Intel Clubhouse is amazed by the bright and creative children of these villages who make the best use of these facilities and its dedicated staff of caring volunteers. The children refer to Bhagya, the director of this program, as “Computer Aunty” and flash a big smile for her when they see her. 
Many of us look for opportunities to give back to our communities, to support education, and to help others in need and CLT provides us with one such opportunity to help shape the future of these innovative and motivated youth. If you are interested in becoming a “CLT Volunteer Abroad” or contributing to their various programs please contact rachna.mathur@intel.com or visit their website at:

www.cltindia.org
CLT accepts donations through PayPal: http://www.childrenslovecastles.org/support.html
Mural on Aquatic Life (Summer Camp 2002)





A Moment of Self Expression











