Dear Asha USA Chapters,
 
Most of you, either myself or Nirmal have communicated with by email or phone regarding the Children’s LoveCastle TrustFund
(CLT) Project proposal for the “Mobile Teaching Resource Center (MTRC)” in Bangalore, India. A quick round of introductions of all
those that have been included in this email and either have been actively participating in the proposal or initially received emails
regarding this project:
 
Sriram, Raman, Sanjeev – Austin Chapter
Neha – Cornell Chapter
Smitha – Mid Hudson Valley (MHV) Chapter
Pooja – Philadelphia Chapter
Naren, Anand, Manesh, Sarah, Chintan, Sabita – Silicon Valley Chapter   
Rekha, Rajeev – Chicago Chapter
            
Nirmal, Caroline, Rachna, Anita, Radhika – Arizona Chapter         (Lead Chapter for this project)
Bhagya – Director CLT Bangalore                       
Lokesh, Sandhya, Ram – CLT Volunteers Bangalore
 
Thank you everyone for your patience, cooperation, and the numerous great questions we received via phone or email. Bhagya
and her team have done an excellent job in providing a thorough proposal, quick responses, and a collection of statistics to help
us understand this project aimed for the children of the neighboring villages of Jakkur. Now let’s help those kids and Bhagya’s
team by committing to those funds soon and get this knowledge rolling on the road! 
 
We are aiming to commit funds to meet the initial one time cost of the bus of $22,000 and continue to raise the remaining funds
of $6000 for the rest of the equipment and personnel on the bus. 
 
I apologize if this is the nth email you are receiving for me today as I am attempting to contact all the chapters that have looked
into this funding. Attached is the original proposal with an updated FAQ section along with the initial summary presentation. 
 
Our next steps will be to have each chapter participating in this project vote locally and decide/commit an amount to CLT 
hopefully in the February timeframe. We would like to be able to arrange a teleconference among all the participating chapters 
for any last concerns, questions, etc if this is possible and maybe even have the CLT team in it as well. 
 
I would appreciate if you could get back to myself and Nirmal as soon as possible via email or phone (480-231-0197). You
can reach me this weekend by phone and I would love to hear from you.
 
 
Thanks for your support!
Rachna
(480) 231 – 0197
Asha Arizona
 
Below is the original email sent out by Nirmal Govind detailing the project.
 
      > Summary of CLT and Project Proposal:
      >
      > Children's Lovecastles Trust (CLT) was founded by Bhagya Rangachar
      > in 1997 and is based out of Jakkur village in Karnataka. Bhagya was
      > a software professional in the US before she decided to head back
      > home and devote herself to the cause of educating underprivileged
      > children in the rural sector in India. With the sole objective of
      > making education accessible to every child, CLT's main focus is on
      > preventing school dropouts in the rural areas.
      >
      > CLT has adopted a model that is scalable and repeatable - they use
      > technology along with the human touch to create an informal layer
      > over the formal layer of government schools. CLT firmly believes in
      > educating the community through the children in the community. Their
      > approach involves "adopting" a government school, building momentum
      > for education in the school's community, and providing kids with
      > non-formal education using valuable learning resources such as
      > computers and enthusiastic mentors, resources that can make learning
      > an enjoyable experience. The main location in Jakkur is home to the
      > Intel Clubhouse, set up with a one-time donation from Intel (this is
      > one of only two Intel Clubhouses in India). The Clubhouse and the
      > learning center in Jakkur allow kids from the surrounding villages
      > to put their creative energies to work and enhance their learning
      > experience with the use of computers, internet, and a host of other
      > educational software.
      >
      > Currently, CLT has a Teachers' Resource Center (TRC) at Jakkur,
      > which along with the learning center caters to around 850 children
      > from the neighboring villages and 24 teachers, who need to travel to
      > Jakkur to make use of the TRC. The proposal that CLT has put forth
      > is for a Mobile Teachers' Resource Center (MTRC), which will have
      > stackable science lab equipment, a library of learning tools and
      > books, a computer with technology-aided learning tools and a CLT
      > Resource person on board interacting with the teachers. The MTRC
      > would make the facilities at the resource center accessible to 10
      > schools around Jakkur at the Primary School level, and hence extend
      > CLT's reach to 2000 more children and several teachers in the
      > schools in these villages.
      >
      > The major cost associated with the MTRC is the cost of the bus,
      > which comes to around $22,000. We at Asha Arizona have discussed
      > this proposal in detail, and are very keen on funding this. We
      > anticipate that we would be able to fund $4000 towards the cost of
      > the bus, and are hoping that a few other chapters will be able to
      > pool in with us and fund the total cost of the MTRC. Our interaction
      > with Bhagya and the CLT team has been very encouraging. In terms of
      > prior experience with CLT - Rachna spent a summer at CLT in Jakkur,
      > and from her first-hand account of the project and the people
      > involved, we believe this is a project that Asha should definitely
      > support.
      >
      > --
      >
      
 
 
 
