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Please complete this form for every school 

Part I: Information about your group/organization

Please feel free to attach any additional sheets and/or information such as brochures, press reports etc.

1. Name of the group/organization requesting funds.

MATHRU EDUCATIONAL TRUST FOR THE BLIND

2. When was the group established? 

Trust Registered  2001, January 15th 

3. Briefly describe the motivation for starting this group (or school).

Ms. G.R. Muktha, Managing Trustee lost her left foot in an accident and became disabled when she was 22 years old while doing her post graduation. Her problems and disabilities motivated her to do something for the disabled. Since the blind are almost totally disabled, the Trust started its activities for the Rehabilitation of the Blind

4. Briefly describe the aims of your group (or school).

The overall goal of Mathru is to help the blind by educating them and equipping them to join, survive and contribute in the mainstream of society. The School is just the beginning of a long term plan to set up 1) a Vocational & Training Centre (planning and work on this centre has been started in 2008); and 2) a Professional College and Learning Centre for the adult blind.

The immediate goal for the existing school is:

1. Providing quality based Education to the visually impaired.
2. Providing vocational training, skill development.
3. Job opportunities.
4. Building confidence.
5. Socio-economic rehabilitation

5 Does your group have any religious or political affiliation? If yes, please describe the type of affiliation and the reason for it.

     No

5. Other than education, is your group involved in any other community development activities? If so, please explain.

1 Vocational Training, Skill Development for Adult Blind

2. Education and Training in Art, Music & Drama

3. Conducting Eye Camps, Free Medical Camp etc., to the community at large.

4.Organising Local and State level activities for the blind and other disabled as requested by the Government etc.

5. Setting up a lending library of books and texts in Braille and videos/cassettes for own use and for the blind in the Bangalore area. A Braille Printer and a Recording Studio have been commissioned on the premises and has begun work towards this goal.

6. Does your project have FCRA? If so, what is the FCRA number?

YES (094421105)

Part II: Details about your educational project/s

8 What standards are taught in your school?  Does the school include instruction at the kindergarten (KG) level also?

Currently, standards 1 through 8 are taught in the school. Mathru’s aim is to become a 10 grade school by 2010. (This year we have selected 6 students aged about 16 years and are preparing them to sit for state 10th grade exams)

9 List the school/s run by your group, and their addresses. If you are requesting funds for only a few of several schools, please specify which one/s.

Mathru Residential school for the Blind for the students aged from 4 years to 18 years at Yelahanka, Bangalore-560 064.

10 Please list the location of each school/s   
Urban __X__
Rural ______

Other __SEMI URBAN____

11 Please describe below the type of education provided, such as basic literacy, training in skills or trades, secondary education, or religious. If the school provides more than one type of education, please describe them all.

What is being taught?

The students are taught in line with the CBSE syllabus in the primary level ( grade 1 to grade 5) and State syllabus from grade 6th onwards.. The daily schedule (5 am to 9pm) is structured and followed. It includes specific timing for personal care, yoga, walking, meals, cleaning the premises, listening to the news in English and Kannada, play, prayer and study periods. The school day is split into eight 45-minute periods. Besides the usual subjects mandated by the syllabus, the students are taught Daily Living Skills, Braille, Mobility, General Knowledge, Computers, Music, Arts & Crafts and Sports/games. 5th grade and above spend a few periods each week in the library. Two Braille machines, along with educational CD’s, cassettes, 15  computers, two printers ,two scanners – all donated – are available and actively used. Students and staff are being trained to operate the recently acquired Braille Printer and Recording Studio. Vocational training is also given. 5 Mathru students were selected – along with 15 blind and disabled from the general public in the first Vocational Training Program completed in 2008 

What is being learned?

Students are graded by standard and special exams and the results are recorded, certified and maintained. Their performance compares very favorably with statewide grades for normal children. Every year the students participate in a variety of competitions and quizzes and have won many awards competing even with sighted children. The children are exposed to sighted children and adults to prepare them for life. On Saturdays, the children spend the day with children of a neighboring private school (Kensri) learning swimming, yoga, sports, Bhagavath Geetha and other activities.

This academic year, two of our students namely Sreenivas, (total blind -3rd grade) and  partial blind Divya are studying as scholarship students in Kensri Academy School. Their transport, uniform, books are taken care of by the school.  The said students have adjusted well with the sighted students and are showing good progress.

Atmosphere for learning 

Most importantly, the environment, general curriculum and the treatment given have fostered self-confidence and enthusiasm for learning and knowledge. During site visits, the visitor is given every opportunity to interact with the children - asking and answering questions. There is a sense of community – with older children helping and guiding the younger. Local doctors who regularly donate their services volunteer medical services. A full time cook and assistant serve nourishing food. The complex itself is spacious, well lit and ventilated - spotlessly clean and with garden space around where the children play and do gardening. Provision has been made for security. The school has a library, musical instruments and sports equipment. The students are responsible for and take pride in their school.

Teachers.

4 blind  teachers (resource teachers), 2 partially blind, working in the computer lab and recording room, 3 sighted teachers, 2 blind (Male - teaching instrumental  music like tabala and harmonium), 1 craft teacher, 1 knitting teacher, 1 weaving trainer. 12 Volunteer teachers are available. The teachers are qualified degree holders and specially trained for the blind. Mathru supports the training and further education of its teachers. Non- teaching staff is available and is supplemented by an active cadre of volunteers.

Beyond Classroom

(Covered earlier)

The students and staff give an annual dance/drama/music performance in Bangalore. Funds are raised and publicity is generated.

12 Describe the socio-economic background of the children and their parents. Please enter in the appropriate information in the tables below.

Children are from poor families and are socially backward born to illiterate parents who are working in agriculture or are daily wage earners.

a. Education level of the parents:

	Illiterate 

	90%

	Primary

	 5%

	Secondary

	 5%

	Higher Secondary

	--

	College

	--

	Other Vocational
	--


b. Primary occupation of the head of the family:

	Agriculture
	30%

	Trade
	--

	Pottery
	--

	Carpentry
	--

	Govt. Job
	---

	Other skilled labor
	-

	Daily wage earners
	70%


Note:  Above given data is only for the residential students , who have come  from poor families and remote areas,  but not for day scholars. 5 day scholar  parents are educated and placed well. 

Also, please comment on any other characteristic within the community that is not covered in the topics above.

13 Student’s obligation to work


a) How many of the students are employed, and in which occupations?

                    Students are not obligated to work.

b) On average, how many hours a week does the typical student work?

                             Not applicable 

c) Which times of the year when the obligation to work would be particularly high (such as the harvest season)?

                                     Not applicable

d) What are positive and negative influences of students’ obligation to work?

                          Not Applicable 

14 What is the literacy rate in the local community?

70% - this is an estimate. No current and substantiated figures are available for the “local community” which is Bangalore.

15 Please describe below the curriculum for each standard in your school. Please provide such details as the subjects taught, hours of instruction per week, hours of homework (outside of school) per week, methods of testing, and methods of promotion.

Please refer to 11

16 Services provided by the school:

· In addition to education, which other services does your group provide to the children in your schools, such as food for the students, health care, clothing, vaccination (against which diseases), and so on?

 Yes, free food, accommodation, clothing, health care etc.,
In which sorts of physical activity are students required to participate, and how much time in a day is devoted to this?

Games, gardening, yoga, and keeping the school clean, indoor games, out door games. About 1 hour per day
In which sorts of artistic or cultural activities are students required to participate, and how much time in a day is devoted to this?

Music-vocal and instrumental, art/craft, drama, including public performances, The children participate in public competitions eg. Quiz, elocution, music etc.

17 Structural facilities

a) Does your school have its own building(s):
Yes _X__ 
No_____
Number_____

b) How many classrooms are there in the school?  10

c) What types of classrooms are they (such as Pukka)? Pukka 

d) Please provide us information on the following facilities:

	
	How many are there in the school?
	No – our school doesn’t provide

	Toilets:  
	Yes – 5 toilets and three bath rooms in boys  dorms, 3  both room and 5 toilets in girls dorms and  1 for the visitors, 1 for the guest and 2 for the workers
	

	Playground:
	Yes. Indoor & outdoor
	

	Library:
	Yes
	

	Toys:
	Well equipped
	

	Blackboard:
	NA for blind school
	

	Teaching aids (e.g. books, slates)
	Yes, including the Braille Tutor
	

	Electricity:  
	Yes
	

	Laboratory:
	NA for blind school 
	

	Drinking water:
	Yes
	

	Chairs and Tables:
	In every classroom
	

	Computers:
	15 with Jaws Software & other.
	

	
	
	


18 How many children are currently enrolled in your school(s)?  ( 2008-2009)

Male     36______ Female__37____


Age Range__5-17______

            (In this 2 boy and 3 girls are day scholars)

19 How many children attend school every day, on average?

Male_______ Female_______


Age Range________


All students living in the school attend classes

20 How many total children live in your community?

Male_______ Female_______


Age Range________


Not applicable. This is a residential school.

21 Please comment on any differences that may exist between the number of children in your community and the number that attend school every day.  If there are children who live in your community but are not enrolled in your school, please explain why (such as availability of other schools, obligation to work, other factors, so on).

This is a special school for blind children. 

22 How many of your students wear uniforms? Please provide details.

All the students wear uniforms provided by the school.

23.  a) How many children repeat a class, on average per class?


None

      b) How many children in each class?


Varies. Not more than 10 in each class.

24 How many staff are employed at your schools?

Teachers -8, Volunteer Teachers _12   Other staff _9
1 computer Instructor, 2 Music Instrumental Teachers, 1 Craft Teacher, 1 Knitting Teacher & 1 Weaving Trainer are employed at the school. Minimum Qualifications for resource teachers - PUC with TCH Training and Diploma for Teaching the Blind.

25  a) Average distance the children travel to attend your school __________

N/A It’s a residential school. But however 5 day scholars  attend the school at  the distance of 5-10 km

b) How does the typical student travel to school?  Does the student walk, ride a bicycle, or take another means of transportation?


It’s a residential school.

26  Are there any other schools in the area? If so, please list the schools and the range of classes each of them offers.

Yes, but no school for the blind.

Primary or basic education:

Secondary education:- 

Other (please describe):

27 How is your program different from that provided at these schools?

Please refer to 11. 

28 Why are the children in your school/s not attending government/other schools?

N/A

29 a) How many children have completed education in your school in the past five years? 

NONE.  The school will have 10th grade only in 2010

b) What is the drop-out ratio (number of students enrolled at the beginning to those who go on to complete education at your school)? What are the causes of drop-out? (moving to another school, dropping out from studies to do work etc)

Percentage of drop out is around 5 % to 7%. 

.Since its inception Mathru is facing drop out of the students. In spite of its efforts it has not completely eliminated the drop out number. These dropouts are mainly due to parent’s non-cooperation, puberty of girl child, migration of parents (many of our students parents are daily wage earners), lack of knowledge about benefit of giving education to a child and lack of faith in organizations No dropout due to moving to other school but few drop outs from studies to do work (work means here begging - parents force)
c) What percent progressed with their education (such as moving to secondary or university education)?

N/A

d) What percent sought employment immediately following completion of education at your school?

N/A

e) What did other students do after completing their education?


N/A

30 Do you help your students with their future education efforts after they have passed out of your school?

Yes
Trust has supported so far  3 students namely, Ms. Mahadevi to do her pre-university studies ( 2002-2004) , Ms. Bhagya to do Diploma for Teaching  Blind with the assistance of ABC-India, ( 2003-2005)  Ms. Vanaja to do Special B. Ed ( 2005-2007). This year we are supporting her to do Master of Arts (M.A) in  political science. 

This academic year 3 students 1 Boy- 2nd P.U.C and Two Girls – B.A have been supported for further studies.  



31 a) How do you try to involve the parents of the children in the school, such as choosing curriculum, assisting with administration, or other activity?

No, since they are illiterate and ignorant of the benefits of Education.

b) What are positive and negative influences of parents’ participation in the school?

32 Does the school use any innovative techniques in its instruction or administration? If so, please provide details.

Mathru was selected for a collaborative effort by Carnegie Mellon University of USA. The goal, now accomplished, is the development of a Braille Tutor. This device, along with a computer and appropriate software, teaches the blind – children and adults – to learn the use of Brialle. The trials and studies held in Mathru by Carnegie students showed a remarkable decrease in learning time. The Tutor was presented at the IACD International Conference. The second version is now under trial at Mathru. Microsoft, India has joined Carnegie in an effort to improve the Braille Tutor and to explore ways in which technology can assist and improve the operations, efficiency and techniques in institutions such as Mathru.

Thanks to donors, Mathru has purchased and is using a Braille Printer and a  Recording Studio. These are being used to benefit both Mathru students and the blind in general by setting up a lending library. With training here, Mathru students have another avenue of employment after they have finished their education.
33 What are your expansion plans for the future (e.g. adding more classes or schools)?

To build up to standard 10 by 2010.

Started  Vocational  Training Centre.  First training session conducted for 45 days (April,2008 to May 15th of 2008) for 20 blind and other disabled persons (5 from Mathru; 10 from  blind of other parts of  Karnataka, and  2 hearing impaired and 3 physically challenged).

This academic year, in addition to the prescribed syllabus, High school students of Mathru are learning weaving, knitting , and other use full craft

In  future  Mathru is planning to start  a Professional College ( Diploma for teaching blind and special B.Ed ) & a Learning Center for Adult Blind.

This year Mathru is planning to start a physiotherapy unit to help the students to learn physiotherphy from specialized doctors and also to give free  physiotherapy service to the senior citizens. (in progress )

34 What would you do to improve the school in the next 5 years?

Continue and improve what is being done now. Seek more staff and resources. Network with other institutions; participate actively with local, state and central governments in their efforts to help the disabled. Explore with Carnegie, Microsoft and others new and better ways to use technology.

35 If possible, please provide us with the contact information of two individuals from your community who can describe the impact of your program.

    1. Name  :Mr. P.V. Sankaran. 

      Address :    B-$ 306, Kendriya Vihar Appartments, Yelahanka, Bangalore-64

 Phone   080-   22930306  

  e-mail – pvsankaran@hotmail.com
2. Name& Address     Mrs. Mangala Rajachandra

Address : House No.2, 2nd Block, Heritage Apartment, 


     Doddaballapur Road, Bangalore North.

Phone:080- 28562242

Mob: 09449157251


36 If approved for funding, Asha for Education will require reports from your group every six months to continue its funding. Asha for Education will provide guidelines to complete this report. Please provide the name, address & contact numbers for the person who will be responsible for sending us these reports.

Name 
G.R. Muktha

Address
CA Site 14, 6th A Cross, Vth Phase, New Town, Yelahanka, Bangalore-560 064

Phone
28463992, 98860-32632

Email
mathru_India@yahoo.co.in
37 Are there any questions your organization or your students would like to ask Asha for Education?

 Staff and students of Mathru wish to express their gratitude for the continued support given by Asha and they are happy at the involvement of Mr. Ranaji..  Staff and students of Mathru wants  the volunteers of Asha to visit the blind schools /organizations in United States, when time permits and  help  them  to  implement  the  system used  there  in the education ( like technologies, method of teaching,  educational aids …..)   

38 Do you have any suggestions on how Asha can be a positive influence in changing the education scenario in India?

Asha can look at the educational system and advanced Technology used in the Schools for the blind in America and can help us to adopt same to improve our Education.  Asha could try and establish information channels between like institutions supported by Asha

 Part III: Financial Details

Please feel free to attach any information such as annual reports, budgets etc.
39 a) What sources fund your group’s activities at present? Please list the amount you receive currently, and plan to receive (in Rupees) annually?

Actual amount received from 1/4/08 to 31/7/08   
          7,46,889/- (list attached)


The Proposed Estimated amount From 1/8/08 to 31/3/09       7,50,000/- 

b) How do you use the funds?

As requested by donors, if specific requests are made. If not, used in the general budget.

c) From which sources do you expect to receive funds in the next 3 years and how much (such as Government, International Organizations, local organizations, and so on)?

               Year






2008-09
Rs, 9,00,000 (from State Govt, papers submitted  waiting for the sanction)


2008-09
Rs,10,00,000( From TARGE proposal sent position not known) 




          --------------




Total  19,00,000



          --------------


2010     if the state govt saction the grant we will be receiving the said  grant for the year 
2008-09 in 2010 only
2011
if the state govt saction the grant we will be receiving the said grant continuously as per our proposal 2011 only
40 Please provide us with details of your projected budget for the next 3 years –

Year 

Recurring costs 


Fixed costs


2008-09
17,01,592


3,60,000          detailed statement attached


2009-10
20,13,687


1,00,000           detailed statement attached




2010-2011
23,77,971


1,00,000           detailed statement attached

41 Salary expenditure details:

	
	Number
	Salary Range

	Teachers
	Statement attached
	Statement attached

	Paid Staff
	Statement attached
	Statement attached

	Volunteer Staff
	Nil
	Nil


42 Please provide details of the fixed costs of your school/s for the next three years.

Year


Amount

Explanation

2008-09
          80,000

For Furnitures & Cupboards

2009-10
        1,00,000

for cupboards

2010-2011    1,00,000


for cupboards and furnitures

43. How many of your students pay school fees? Please provide details.

None

44 What amount are you requesting from Asha, and for what specific purpose?

        Item                                     Year 
                 Amount
                  One time / A

       Administrative expenses  2008-09

Rs.3,51,152   

 Annual payment

        Administrative expenses2009-2010

Rs 4,15,382                   Annual Payment            

        Administrative expenses
2010-2011

Rs  4,98,461                   Annual Payment             

Details for Administrative Expenses

	Details of Administration Expenses
	2008-09
	2009-2010
	2010-2011

	Administrator salary
	            72,000 
	           86,400 
	          103,680 

	Security salary
	
	            84,000 
	         100,800 
	          120,960 

	Electricity Charges
	
	            42,352 
	           50,822 
	            60,987 

	Telephone Charges
	            28,919 
	           34,703 
	            41,643 

	Auditor Fees
	
	              6,000 
	             7,200 
	              8,640 

	Accountant salary
	
	            24,000 
	           28,800 
	            34,560 

	Building Maintenance
	            45,678 
	           54,814 
	            65,779 

	Postage & Stationery
	            18,203 
	           21,844 
	            26,212 

	General Expenses
	
	            30,000 
	           30,000 
	            36,000 

	
	
	
	          351,152 
	         415,383 
	          498,461 

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Teaching Staff
	
	
	
	

	Year 2008-09
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Per 
	per
	

	Names
	
	Designation
	month/no. 
	annum
	

	
	
	
	of persons
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vanaja
	
	Head mistress
	5000*1
	60000
	

	Bhagyasri Gull
	Resource teacher
	5000*1
	60000
	

	Bhagya laxmi
	Resource teacher
	4000*1
	48000
	

	Manjula
	
	Resource teacher
	4000*1
	48000
	

	Jaya
	
	4th grade
	2000*1
	24000
	

	Kalpana
	7th grade
	2500*1
	30000
	

	Mercy
	
	3rd grade
	3000*1
	36000
	

	Vijaya Laxmi
	 Braille Instructor
	2000*1
	24000
	

	Gopal
	
	Mobility Instructor
	1200*1
	14400
	

	
	
	
	A
	344400
	

	 Non-Teaching Staff
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bhavya
	
	Administrator
	6000*1
	72000
	

	Asha
	
	Accountant
	2000*1
	24000
	

	Manjula
	
	supervisor
	2500*1
	30000
	

	Gowri
	
	Receptionist(PRO)
	2000*1
	24000
	

	Pushpa
	
	Cook
	3000*1
	36000
	

	Manjula
	
	Aaya
	1750*1
	21000
	

	Rama
	
	Sweeper
	1200*1
	14400
	

	Munikrishna
	Field Worker
	1500*1
	18000
	

	Hnumanthappa
	Instrumentalist
	2500*1
	30000
	

	Sanjeev
	
	Computer Instructor
	4000*1
	48000
	

	Satyanaraya
	Weaving
	4000*1
	48000
	

	Indumathi
	knitting Teacher
	2000*1
	24000
	

	Krishna Kumari
	Craft Teacher
	1200*1
	14400
	

	
	
	
	B
	403800
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grant total
	A+B
	
	748200
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	For  all the  above staff 20% increase is considered  for next two years  
	

	ie 2009-10 and 2010-11
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Our Projected budget for next three years
	
	

	Year - 1/4/08 to 31/3/09
	
	
	

	Recurring Expenses
	
	
	

	1.Salary expenses
	
	
	
	748200

	2.Hostel Expenses
	
	
	
	280000

	3.Administration Expenses
	
	
	351152

	4.Educational Expense
	
	
	100000

	5.Other  variable expenses
	
	
	222240

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	1701592

	Break for nos. 3&5 is enclosed
	
	
	

	Fixed Cost
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cupboards & Furniture
	
	
	80000

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	80000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year 1/4/09 to 31/3/2010
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recurring Expenses
	
	
	

	1.Salary expenses
	
	
	
	897840

	2.Hostel Expenses
	
	
	
	336000

	3.Administration Expenses
	
	
	415383

	4.Educational Expense
	
	
	120000

	5.Other  variable expenses
	
	
	244464

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	2013687

	Break for nos. 3&5 is enclosed
	
	
	

	Fixed Cost
	
	
	
	

	for cupboards
	
	
	
	100000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year 1/4/2010 to 31/3/2011
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recurring Expenses
	
	
	

	1.Salary expenses
	
	
	
	1077400

	2.Hostel Expenses
	
	
	
	403200

	3.Administration Expenses
	
	
	498461

	4.Educational Expense
	
	
	130000

	5.Other  variable expenses
	
	
	268910

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	2377971

	Break for nos. 3&5 is enclosed
	
	
	

	Fixed cost
	
	
	
	

	for furnitures and cupboards
	
	
	100000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Details of Administration Expenses
	
	
	

	Particulars
	
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-2011

	Administrator salary
	            72,000 
	           86,400 
	          103,680 

	Security salary
	
	            84,000 
	         100,800 
	          120,960 

	Electricity Charges
	
	            42,352 
	           50,822 
	            60,987 

	Telephone Charges
	            28,919 
	           34,703 
	            41,643 

	Auditor Fees
	
	              6,000 
	             7,200 
	              8,640 

	Accountant salary
	
	            24,000 
	           28,800 
	            34,560 

	Building Maintenance
	            45,678 
	           54,814 
	            65,779 

	Postage & Stationery
	            18,203 
	           21,844 
	            26,212 

	General Expenses
	
	            30,000 
	           30,000 
	            36,000 

	
	
	
	          351,152 
	         415,383 
	          498,461 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Details of Other Variable expense
	
	
	

	Particulars
	
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-2011

	Conveyance expenses
	            30,000 
	           33,000 
	            36,300 

	CD Release expenses
	            21,000 
	           23,100 
	            25,410 

	Cultural activities
	
	            41,440 
	           45,584 
	            50,142 

	Excursion expenses
	              7,300 
	             8,030 
	              8,833 

	Craft exhibition expenses
	              4,500 
	             4,950 
	              5,445 

	Medical Expenses
	
	              8,000 
	             8,800 
	              9,680 

	Office Expenses
	
	              1,500 
	             1,650 
	              1,815 

	Vehicle Maintenance
	            27,000 
	           29,700 
	            32,670 

	Photo Expenses
	
	              2,000 
	             2,200 
	              2,420 

	Repairs for Electrical, car,
	            45,000 
	           49,500 
	            54,450 

	Sports Material 
	
	              7,500 
	             8,250 
	              9,075 

	Talents day competition
	            27,000 
	           29,700 
	            32,670 

	
	
	
	          222,240 
	         244,464 
	          268,910 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Since it is the projected budget there will be '+'or'-' 5%  variation on the above amounts 


Part IV: Teacher Survey

This section of the questionnaire should be completed by the most experienced teacher in the organization, other than the principal or administrative staff.

45. Please describe the teaching methods used in the classroom. Do teachers use storytelling, song and dance, or other methods in instruction?

It is just like any other normal school.  We have introduced State syllabus in our school.  Our students study the same subjects normal students study in regular schools.  Here we teach subjects like English, Maths, Environmental studies, State language kannada, Moral education, General knowledge, Braille education and daily living skills in 1st and 2nd grade. From 3rd standard onwards we introduce computer education also.  While teaching  subjects like Science and Environmental studies, we use more teaching aids to give the exact concept of the things to the students because the normal students learn many things by observing things and seeing pictures but its not possible in case of visually challenged students.

To improve their talking skills we tell them stories, and we ask them to repeat the same.  And we also ask them to come prepared with other stories as homework.  We also teach them smaller topics like about our school, about our country, about Gandhiji , Heller Keller, Louis Braille etc.,. We train them to deliver speeches in our school functions and programs conducted outside.  This helps them overcome stage fear. 

We also take the children on educational excursions twice in a year and we also take them to nearby banks, post office, police station, bus stop,  normal schools etc. 

While learning dance, the students touch the body movements of the teacher.  We also teach them daily living skills, where we teach them to brush their teeth, wearing clothes, folding clothes, eating manners, toilet manners etc.,

a) What teaching aids would enhance the your current course materials?

At present while teaching subjects, we are using models of animals, birds, vehicles, embossed maps, shapes etc.. Recently the students of Carnegie Mellon University have developed a special software to make Braille impressions on shapes, animals, fruits and internal organs of our body.  It is  one of the noble contributions of the University which is a land mark in Braille learning. We ask them to touch and feel things like fruits, vegetables, flowers, food grains etc., It helps the students to get exact concept of things. Exclusively we allot 5 marks to identity the things in tests and exams.

 To teach Maths we are using tailor frame, types and a kit called Padmini counting board.  It helps the students to get the concept of numbers and to add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers. To teach Braille, we are using Marble board, Braille tutor and inter point slates.

We conduct monthly tests, term exams and annual exams to evaluate the students.  After seeing their monthly test reports, we make a list of weak students and give special coaching for such students.

b) What would you require to obtain additional teaching aids, such as slates for each student, notebooks, and so on?

We place orders to institutions like N.I.V.H and Worth Trust, Katpady (Tamil Nadu) to obtain the required teaching aids.

46. How involved are the teachers with the parents of the students?

At the time of admission we interact with the parents and collect information from them regarding their child’s daily living skills, eating manners, their abilities etc.  We also conduct parents meeting twice in a year.  It helps parents to know about their child’s progress.  We also give them opportunity to express their opinion and give suggestions. 

47. What are the typical exercises a student is required to complete outside of the classroom?  Do teachers assign homework on a regular basis?

After completing lessons we give homework for the students after class hours (6.00 to 10.00PM).  We have allotted 2 hours for studies.  At that time grown up students do their homework on their own, but small children need the assistance of teachers or grownup students. 

48. Do the students require discipline, and if so, how do the teachers discipline them?

Yes.  Like any other normal students even visually challenged students require discipline. We give more priority to learn discipline.  We observe that they should finish their work in time, maintain cleanliness of their surroundings and we also educate them to maintain personal hygiene.

49 Please describe any training that teachers have been required to complete to be employed at this school. 

Minimum qualification required is PUC and Diploma in special education.

50. If you could continue your training, in which areas would you continue it?

         After graduation I want to do my special Bachelor of education (B-Ed).

51. Do teachers teach teamwork or community responsibility to the children?  If so, please describe, with examples of activities.

Ans.     Yes.  We have allotted time for daily routine work.  According to this time table the students have to clean their dormitories, dining section, school surrounding etc., It helps the students to learn home management skills with education.  We also teach the students, how to talk and behave in public.  We also send them to Kenshree English Medium School once a week, where they learn yoga, Bhagvat Geeta, sports etc., with normal children. This helps them to involve and interact with normal children.





            While teaching we never consider the students as blind.  They should learn everything like any normal child.  Only then they can lead an independent life.

(These Questions were answered by a Senior Blind Teacher called Ms.Bhagya Shree Gull.  Her answers were typed by another sighted teacher Mrs.Jaya)
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