Ankur Visit 3rd Jan 2008

I got a chance to visit Ankur school located at prime location in Pune on 3rd Jan 2008. The ambience of school, although at prime location, is very nice and quiet and it gives a good feeling about school. 

About School/School Infrastructure

The main building of school is an old-fashioned bungalow. This bungalow is surrounded by small hut-like-structures. These small structures are used as classrooms. Some classrooms have chairs while others have mats for children. The school has a small playground and also has see-saw etc. The school has a computer lab for higher grade students (sponsored by BMC software). It also has kitchen for cooking for 150 children. The school has specially equipped rooms for special treatments such as speech therapy etc. The rooms are adequately lit.  The school had school bus for children so that commuting for the socially underprivileged children is made easy. 

Ankur has another facility for mentally challenged children. This facility is called as Anupam and has specially trained staff for handling such children. 
Visit Experience
I reached to school around 11:00 AM. The classes were in progress. I visited almost all classes that were in progress (around 7-8). Ankur has average 10-15 students per class. The students were learning interestingly. They were very disciplined and had good respect for all the teachers. Mrs. Deshpande asked few questions to each class in front of me and children were able to answer them satisfactorily. Since classes were in progress, I did not ask Mrs. Deshpande to identify ASHA students separately. The teachers were calm and sincere and were teaching the children very patiently. The teachers were paid employees of the school. Few teachers were specialty teachers for speech therapy, physiotherapy etc. Anupam also had similar kind of teachers. In kitchen, the cooks were cooking the food for children. 
The classrooms had pictures/handcrafts hanging on the walls made by students. This was giving the classrooms a different and lively look. In speech therapy room, a child was under treatment by a specialist. Personally I felt that this was a task that required lot of patience, dedication and kind-heartedness. In fact, running the whole school was a display of these qualities. Maybe, this was my first time to visit such location and so it made me think more. 
Conclusion

In overall, the school is being run very professionally yet kind-heartedly. The school is making sure that they can do as much as possible within their limits. Especially, having a computer facility, physiotherapy equipements in such kind of school itself is an indication of their desire to provide the best within the limits. 
