Begin forwarded message:

> From: "N.Krishnaswamy" <nkswamy@vsnl.net>

> Date: June 6, 2005 2:18:02 AM MST

> To: "Nirmal Govind" <nirmalg@asu.edu>

> Cc: "Lakshmi Venkatesh" <lakshmiv@u.washington.edu>

> Subject: Update

>

>

> Dear Govind,

>

> Thank you for your email. Here is an update.

>

> Your second instalment from ASHA-Arizona of US$ 3500 has been

> received and passed on to Relief Foundation, who have remitted it  

> to their Bank two weeks ago, for clearance. Meanwhile, the UBK  

> suppliers, Worth Trust, have started assembling the 500 Kits  

> covered by this instalment and I expect that the Kits will get  

> despatched and their distribution completed, by the middle of July.  

> Distribution of the Kits will be as per distribution list in  

> attached file. You will see that we are still far from fulfulling  

> even existing the demand from blind schools covered by this  

> distribution.

>

> Apart from the 1000 Kits supported by ASHA-Arizona, we received

> support for 500 Kits from Indo-American Education, who in addition,  

> contributed another 500 Kits to the National Association For The  

> Blind, Kerala, for distribution in Kerala. This would make for a  

> total distribution of 2000 Kits.

>

> My suggestion is to take a pause on further UBK distribution at

> this point of time and wait for the result of four moves I have  

> made. Based upon the country wide feedback on the distribution  

> already completed, I have initiated three moves to mobilize  

> Government support for the UKB across the country, under the Sarva  

> Shiksha Abhiyan,  :

> (a) I have addressed an appeal to the Government at the Centre and  

> in all States for support under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to reach  

> ALL blind children in the country.

> (b) I have requested all blind schools who have already received  

> the Kits to submit appeals to their respective Governments, both  

> directly and through their local MPs and MLAs for support under the  

> Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to reach ALL blind children in the country.

> (c) I have addressed the Rehabilitation Council of India which has  

> taken note of the NIB, and has now sent a strong recommendation to  

> the Department of Elementary Education, Ministry of Human  

> Resources, Govt of India, for such support.

> (d) I have written a personal letter to the Finance Minister, Shri  

> Chidambaram, for support through the Ministry of Education, and I  

> have had an informal indication that the Minister will help.

>

>     Meanwhile at Vidya Vrikshah, we are currently working on

> another important specific Project, entitled the National On-line  

> Blind Services Project, which is a specific component project of  

> our National Initiative For The Blind. Full details are set out in  

> the attached file. We have already taken most of the steps, but are  

> stuck for want of funds for completing one critical element, viz.  

> Embossers and accessories - 2 Nos at a cost of Rs 9 lakhs. We  

> already have one embosser (incidentally contributed by ASHA- 

> Seattle) but need one more embosser to take care of embossing loads  

> as they will inevitably grow and to provide for backup against  

> equipment failure which would mean interruption of services. It  

> would be great if ASHA-Arizona can support us with the equivalent  

> of Rs 5 lakhs to cover this wanting element of this Project.

>

>     Would you like to consider and sponsor this.  This Project will

> have far-reaching implications in that we would be setting up for  

> the first time in India a critical range of on-line services to  

> reach all the blind in the country, and provide a sound working  

> basis for establishing in due  course, a network of embossers in  

> the country which could be remotely serviced from our server, and  

> which will alone be able to meet the full load of braille services  

> needed all over the country on a decentralized, distributed basis.

>

>     If ASHA-Arizone is willing to come  forward with this support,

> I would suggest that we should place the order and obtain the  

> embosser through an Indian dealer as they would handle and save us  

> all the procedural hassles of import and also provide us onward  

> maintenance support for the equipment. And above all, you could  

> place the order and make the payment direct to the dealer, and  

> thereby avoid the processes of a round-about dollar remittance  

> througb an FCRA account holder in India.

>

> Let me have your respoinse to these ideas.

>

> With best wishes,

>

>

> N.Krishnaswamy.

>

> .    Begin forwarded message:

> From: "N.Krishnaswamy" <nkswamy@vsnl.net>

> Date: June 11, 2005 6:39:34 PM MST

> To: "Nirmal Govind" <nirmalg@asu.edu>

> Subject: Re : UBK

>

>

> Dear Nirmal Govind,

>

> On the present Asha-Arizona-supported distribution, we are

> inscribing a logo as in the attached file. I am sure Asha-Arizona  

> will like this.

>

> N.Krishnaswamy

>   Begin forwarded message:

> From: "N.Krishnaswamy" <nkswamy@vsnl.net>

> Date: June 12, 2005 2:47:58 AM MST

> To: "Nirmal Govind" <nirmalg@asu.edu>

> Subject: Re: Re : UBK

>

>

> Dear Nirmal,

>

> Thank you for yiour email of the 12th June.

>

> I enclose herewith a presentation intended for our website, but

> which you may use. I am sure you will like it.

>

> Here is some good news. I have been requested by the Ministry of

> HRD to make a presentation at a National Workshop on the relevance  

> of the NIB for the Sarva Shikshsh Abhiyan Programme of the Govt of  

> India, at Chennai on 29-06-2005. It may be the beginning of NIB  

> taking centre stage. The country-wide distribution of the UKB is  

> perhaps proving to be the trigger.

>

> I am talking to a few contacts to see that the methodology of the

> NIB has direct relevance to the blind in all countries, and  

> specially countries of the third world; and that it would be  

> worthwhile considering its expansion into what could become the  

> International Initiative For the Blind.

>

> My gut feeling is that the NIB has the potential for and will

> acquire national / international attention sooner or later.

>

> I think it would would be a great move if Asha-Arizona  considered

> adopting NIB as its flagship project.

>

> N.Krishnaswamy

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Nirmal Govind

> To: N.Krishnaswamy

> Sent: Sunday, June 12, 2005 1:45 PM

> Subject: Re: Re : UBK

>

> Dear Sir,

>

> Thank you for your message. We really appreciate your recognition

> of Asha Arizona on the logo. We're honored to be working with you  

> on this important initiative.

>

> I had one favor to ask - I'd like NIB to be featured on the Asha

> calendar for 2006. I need one or two photographs for this. I have  

> the pictures of the cube from the website. Is there any other  

> photograph that you would like to include? I have written up a  

> short description as well.

>

> I have a few qns on the proposal that you sent me. I will send them

> to you in a separate email.

>

> Thanks,

> nirmal

>

> On Jun 11, 2005, at 6:39 PM, N.Krishnaswamy wrote:

>

>> Dear Nirmal Govind,

>>

>> On the present Asha-Arizona-supported distribution, we are

>> inscribing a logo as in the attached file. I am sure Asha-Arizona  

>> will like this.

>>

>> N.Krishnaswamy

>>

>> <ubk-logo-final.jpg>

>

 Begin forwarded message:

> From: Krishnaswamy <umaks@vsnl.com>

> Date: September 13, 2005 7:37:36 AM MST

> To: Nirmal Govind <nirmalg@asu.edu>

> Subject: UBK

>

>

> Dear Nirmal,

>

>             Herewith is a set of pictures from a blind school in

> Berhampur, Orissa, which should warm the hearts of everyone in Asha- 

> Arizona

>

>             The contribution from Asha-Arizona has been fully

> utilized, and I shall have the utilization certificate sent to you  

> shortly. Incidentally, we had to pay Rs 21000/- in excess of  what  

> we received from Asha-Arizona, towards  courier charges for sending  

> the last batch of 500 UKBs to Blind Schools. Do you think it will  

> be possible to reimburse us with this amount as it is a substantial  

> chunk on the slender resources of Vidya Vrikshah. Such help will be  

> most welcome.

>

> Yours sincerely,

>

>

>

> N.Krishnaswamy

>

> Dated : 14-09-2005

>

> To,

>

> Nirmal Govind,

> NIB Project Champion (AZ Chapter)

> Asha For Education (Arizona Chapter : http://www.ashanet.org/arizona) 

> (RE : NIB Project) #17, Student Dewvelopment Office, Box 873001,

> ASU, Tempe, AZ 85287-3001, USA.

>

>

>   

