Feedback on 2007 Mysore L.Net Conference:

Sunitas:

It was an eye-opener to listen to the group from Sanctuary – providing an insight into how learning can happen when motivation is present and difficulties overcome.

Ms.Thomas’s presentation, I feel has much in common to approaches that special educators use.

Sheel,

Spark India (sheel sheel@gmail.com
Jane Madam expressed how can a teacher teach drawing when he himself don’t know it?

This is a question I am thinking from many days.  The conclusion is, as I thought, that our Government is not applying correct measures to the selection of teachers.  Can we come to a point and suggest it to the Government an effective and best method to the selection of teachers?

Chiranjeevi,Deena Bandhu Trust

.
Mahadeva Swamy M.

Teacher,

Government Higher Primary School,

Kadabur,Nanjungud Talok,Mysore Dist.

Pin: 571314

(Newsletters address database)

Feedback about conference:

I enjoyed a lot in all your sessions, especially about Math.  It has created interest in my mind.  And also you have given a good opportunity to participate and take some useful information regarding teaching.  I expect some more programmes like this in future.
It helps a lot to improve my perception and vision towards children.

Thank you.

Address database:

M.N.Krihna Prasad,

314 Vishal Mansion,

9th Main, 26th Cross,  B.S.K II stage 

Ph: 26715212

      /26715192 e mail id- omittur@yahoo.com/kin_mittur@yahoo.in
FEEDBCK FORM:

I. Name/orgnisation :  Sunita Rao, Kalpavriksh,ATREE.(E-mail-sunitasirsi@gmail.com)

1. .overall:   It’s unbelievable how the Deena Bandhu staff and children have put together the arrangements.  Everything has done so smoothly. Many many thanks.

2. Learning Network:
    The fact that the Learning network is essentially the effort of two women who have passionately kept it going is something that has been reflected throughout. Thanks and keep going! Your drive,energy,warmth and love have moved me deeply. 

3. I have gained from meeting many people here.  Otherwise I may not have met-Teachers from Deenabandhu, from the SVYM school HD Kote, the Asha people, Isai Ambalam  folks and of course stalwarts like Jane Sahi and Jayadev.

4. Networking:    I have fixed with Chitra akka to v isit Kaigal and perhaps collaborate and definitely share our skills/ideas.  This has been one of the highlight for me!

5..During the conference, I’ve been able to take forward an education project involving Chamrajnagar District and the talks with certain key people here ha v e helped create a plan for a way ahead and I am enthused.  The L.N meeting helped provide that.

6.  About the sessions some were good – I did not attend the Math and Science workshops- so will only comment on the ones I did. Jane Sahi- I really liked her talk

Media workshop – good

Writing workshop was well intended, but could have been much better. Overall it was flat and left one feeling that we had not gained/learned much.

Diversity workshop was okay-  again I felt that It could have been much richer- It ended up as an important thinking exercise but at the end we just had descriptive words for the themes provided.

 The exhibition was fairly good

7. It would be good to try and ensure that there is some uniformity in the quality of presenters and how much time is allotted to each.  Given the amount of care, attention to detail and work that you have put in – I know and fully understand that these things are unavoidable.  It will always be a mixed bag. Yet I hope this comment helps.

8. Next time please do keep aside a workshop space of atleast 1 hour or more for Environment Education!

9. The translation part went off fairly smoothly though it would be good to have translators in place especially of the language that one part of the region LN has its conference.  For the media workshop, I listened, translated into Kannada to one person who then had to translate into Telugu for the Pachasale Group! It worked fairly okay but I think we missed out on some important stuff and there was a dilution of content.
10. So overall, many thanks and congrats again.  Thanks for bringing together such a wide range of people and issues for making vernacular education fairly prominent and for infusing an open, very plural approach.

               I have not yet heard the DQEP presentation but can see it will be good. 

2. Excellent.  Food could have been simpler!

4. People’s references :( ask Aparna to let others know-she has wide education network)

1. Yashodara Kundanji –anantyk@rediffmail.com
2. Aparna Urs-  aparna.desrajurs@gmail.com 

3. Mala Giridhar- malasirsi@gmail

4. Anita Sharma –anitha_sharma@sancharnet.in
Name/organization – Lata & Ashok
                                   IDEAL, A86,Jagannathpuram,Lalbaug,Baroda 390011

                                   E-mail idealindia1@gmail.com
2. Great

3. Sessions should have limited number of participants. If translation is required more time should be allotted.  If parallel sessions organized every session may be repeated so that other people can also participate.

Name/Organisation:  Sahaj-shishumilap, 5,Shriram soc, behind Natubhai Centre,

                                   Racecourse,Crotri,Baroda. (email-discovery_shishumilap@yahoo.co.in)

1. Give opportunities to individuals to discuss

2. good/too good

3. Pre-translated leaflet of local language presentations can be distributed.  What is the objective of learning network for organizing such conferences! After such conferences the reports must given to Government, so that government also comes to know how NGO  is working and what kind of problems they have to face.

Name/Organisation – Geetha Arvind,H-702,Hazel, (mail-geetha.arvind@gmail.com)

1. Speaker’s coverage across the country was great. Speaker’s coverage from different sectors of education was good. The idea of giving the speaker to choose the topic is good in the area of education.

2. Accommodation was more than expected (excellent)

Food- variety, taste was more than expected. Presentation of food should be improved as I could see the boys (not a complaint, but an area to focus) putting into the plates with hand. May be washing of plate once more before use etc. would help. 

Logistics: was very good. May be while deciding the parallel sessions more focus on the diversity of topics (no specific suggestions)

3. We should work towards add more members (likeminded) to the group thereby increasing the attendees to more members.  While designing the conference time slots may be better to have focus on the translation effort.  It is good to produce a summary of the conference post conference with key points collectively from each session.

4. Will surely give it thru mail as I don’t have their contact address at present.

Name/Organisation:   S.Sundaram,Atul Vidyalaya,Atul,Gujarat 396020

                                    E-mail sundaram48@yahoo.com
1. Those based on ‘direct’ experiences were very good.

2. excellent

3. a) fewer formal sessions (centred around a few themes)

b) Longer breaks to enable more ‘informal’ interactions

c) Open feedback session at the end of the conference

d) Informal announced sessions after dinner at the venue itself

4. I will send an e-mail with the addresses to the Learning Network team.

Name/organization:  Nyla Coelho, Taleemnet, G-8 St.Britto’s apartments, Fiera  

                                    Alta,Mapusa, Goa-7 Phone: 0832-2255913  E-mail

                                    taleemnet@gmail.com
1. Thank you very much for creating the space for learning from such varied and rich experiences.
2. Excellent

3. Could you please circulate the transcripts of recorded sessions?  I am not sure if you do. If so please ignore this comment.

4  .Nanzneen Kapadia, Yashodhara Kundaji,Hema Rao,Neema Vaishnava,Bhuvan Pathak, Lalit Pande (will send details over mail)
Name/Organisation:        Doradasu, Viveka Tribal Centre for Learning                                                                                                                                                                                 Hosshalli,H.D.Kote Taluk,  Mysore  

(Feedback written in Kannada and translated)  

1. For quality and diversity learning, such conferences are necessary and essential. I wish that such conferences will be held at both state level and national level.

2. Excellent.  There were no problems.  Food, travel and boarding were all very convenient.

3. There should be more discussions about how to effectively reach kids throughout the country to disseminate quality learning.  It would have been better if number of participants was lesser.

Name/Organisation:  Renu Patel,Army Publlilc School, Noida. (e.mail inrenupatel@rediffmail.com)

1. Most were very inspiring and very well conducted.  Just a few needed more effort to hold the attention, to be effective.  Also time management of a few was totally lacking.

2. Awesome!! Much beyond my expectations.

3. May be some outdoor visit could be included.

Name/Organisation:  Mrs. Ruchika G.Naidu, Infinite Scope, # 1273,IInd 

Stage,Srirampura,Mysore 23  (Ph.. 919900155340)

E-mail : infinitescope @zapa/Cmail.com/ruchi_79@rediffmail.com

1. Most of the sessions were very interesting and knowledgeable but some of them were not complete planned or need more efforts for the presentation.

2. It was really excellent and well planned.  I must appreciate the Deenabandhu Trust people the way they were running around and managed the things, was really excellent.

3. The conference was professionally designed and managed which is very good.  But somewhere I felt that you were trying to give a lots of the things (session) in a limited time.  So I’ll suggest plan for less sessions but give little more time for session. 

4. Dr.Kiran Modi ,

Managing Trustee, Udyan Care, C-9,Lajpat Nagar III,New Delhi

Phone )919810509654)  
Name/Organisation:  Deepti Menon, Pravah,C24B,Kalkaji,New Delhli.

                                   Mail id : mail@pravah.org
1. Most of the sessions were extremely enriching and thought provoking.  Some sessions which I would specially like to mention are – the session on sanctuary school by Sudha Premnath, session by Mr.Jayaraj, Dr.Shelly Thomas, Sheel Parikh, visit to  Teacher Resource centre.

2. Thanks a lot for making such wonderful arrangements.  Congratulations to both Learning Network conference volunteers and all children. Staff of Deenabandhu Trust.

3. The sessions as mentioned above were extremely thought provoking.  I would like to suggest- If you could also have an overall theme for the conference focusing on one aspect related to education/learning.  This would probably help in the participants to formulate future action plans.   This is not to suggest that the present workshop model is not good. It is an excellent way of providing an overall picture of many different issues 
that is being taken up by various people/organizations. 
My suggestion would be that may be a combination of sessions – some on a particular theme and some on a general overview of different aspects could be tried but overall an excellent effort! Congratulations!  
4. Prof. Srivastava,

Professor of Sociology, University of Delhi ( I would email you the contact details ASAP)  
Name/Organization: Omkar Banait,Vigyan Ashram.Pabal,Pune,Maharashtra.

                                  e-mail –omkar_ibt@rediffmail.com
1. Sessions one done in two halls is good. For choice the people whatever they want to participate. 
2. It is very good experience for myself. From reaching chamrajnagar, pick up by Ragu, accommodation, food is very good. Time limit is the main constraint. All participants have much more time for presentation. 
3.                Registration in session’s time is available. 

                  Also separate the coming people in at the time of seminar/discussion on register.

                   This experience for me is too good. And always join with learning network. Thank you.

4. Yes. Would like to participate in the conf., receive newsletters and annual magazine.

Name/Organization:  S.N.Gananath, Suvidya, E.mail-suvidyaonline@gmail.com
1. Diverse themes conducted by persons with a lot of field experience.

2. Excellent

3. Choose a specific theme for the conference.

Allow more time for interaction between participants (increase tea-breaks!)

The workshop should be open for limited number of participants (like 25)

Translators should be planned and executed well

Some write up on the sessions would be useful.

5. Shivananda Hombal of Dhwani Trust (dhwanitrust@gmail.com)

Name/Organization:  Anil Kamdar, Saurashtra Education Foundation C/o. Gr.Floor Vasaikar House,296, Veer Savarkar Marg, Dadar (West), Mumbai 400 028.

E.mail – anil@kdpaccountants.com
1. a)How children learn was good with video. Further discussion was required.

      b)Value Education by Shri.Jayaram was thought provoking

      c) Science Education by Ms.Geetha started very well but thereafter went into                       different   discussion

2. Very good
3. As far as possible Learning Network should not encourage display of commercial material and restrict to innovative material.

4. Dr. Arun Dave – Lokbharati Community Science Centre,

                            Sanosara Dist. Bhavngar 364230

ii)  Mr.Aarvind Parikh ,1st floor, Takshshila Apartment, Tagore Road,Santa Cruz (West), Mumbai 400 054

Name/Organisataion:  V.Kavitha, Isai Ambalam School,Auroville,Tamilnadu.

                                     Isaiambalamschool@auroville.org.in
1. I have participated in the conference for two days.  It was much useful for me.  But I felt little difficult to understand the various languages.  Even if it is in English I could not understand 100%. The Math workshop and writing workshop was very interesting to me.

2. Everything was fine.  You have well organized and given nutritious and hygienic food for us.  Accommodation was very good. No problem.

3. The way you have organized was pakka. But my request was in between the conference or workshop if there were any physical activities or movement it will be best and enjoyable.
4. Pavendar English Medium School, Main Road, Alankuppam, Auroville 60 51 11 Pondicherry (Private school/Govt. approved)

My hearty thanks to Asha friends.

Name/Organization:  P.Vasantharani,Isaiambalam School, Auroville,Tamilnadu.

1. All the sessions were good.  Everything is new to me. I learnt a lot. If some activities added to the workshop it will be better.  I enjoyed all the sessions.

2. Only accommodation is little far from the conference hall. Food was nutritious.

3. The organizer has well planned and organized the conference. My hearty thanks for them all.
Name/Organization: K.Nirmala, Isai Ambalam School,Auroville,Pondicherry,Tamilnadu.

1. All the sessions were well organized but there is no activity in between the session. Translation in any language is very good idea because everyone could understand d what happens in the session.  I am happy because I participated in the conference for the 2nd time.

2. Accommodation good but it is far away from the town.

3. To give any activity in between the sessions.  The posters and exhibition was well organized.  If there is time to observe or to see the TLM it will be more than better.

Name/organization: K.Sankar, Isai Ambalam School, Thiruchitrambalam(via) Auroville, 605111 Tamilnadu. E mail. sankardcm@gmail.com/isaiambalamschool@auroville.org.in
1. All the learning network session was useful to me.  But except the first day 4.30 session is not good because in the sessions I could not understand.

2. All fine and also accommodation is good.
Name/Organisation: M.R.Ananth Kumar, Divya Deepa charitable Trust (Kaliyuva Mane)

                                  e-mail  divyadeepa.trust@gmail.com
1. Sessions on Math, display of science and math teaching aids were useful.

2. good

3. There should have been sessions on practical value education, physical education, language learning (holistic education)

Name/Organisation : Sushma Bakshi,Navnirmiti, 3rd floor, Priyadarshini, Padmavati                                                                                                                                                        R                                 Road, Opp. IIT Market Gate, Powai, Mumbai 400 076 

                                   E.Mail sushbakshi@gmail.com /navnirmiti@yahoo.com
1. Sessions were very well, but having simultaneous session was a handicap for me. It so happened that I wanted to attend two sessions that were happening simultaneously but I could attend only one.

2. Accommodation, food and other logistics were A+++++

3. Since the sessions were packed during the day –leisure time for interaction with other groups was very limited.  During the sessions too interaction wasn’t possible due to time constraint.

4. Will email the names and addresses 

Name/Organisation:  - Kishor Jadhav,Navnirmiti e-mail-jadhavkishore@yahoo.com,navnirmiti@yahoo.com
1. Each session was good.  Most of the speaker is in grass root level. Sharing their experience was great and helpful.
2. Very good

3. It was great exposure.  It is great that we all are coming together and sharing.

4. Avehi Abacus, Comet Media

Name/organization:  Sudhir S. Suvidya,Bangalore. 

                                  E-mail sudhirwl@gmail.com

1. Some sessions were quite boring. But overall t is quite educative.  Some tips are very useful. Sessions helped me to acquire diverse perspectives on education.

2. Very well organized. Especially the food was very good.

3. Shorten the timings. 8.30 to 6.30 are pretty taxing.

4. Guruprasad P.R.( 9845472927)

Name/organization: Mamatha N., Suvidya, Bangalore.

1. The sessions which I attended were quite good.

2. Very good and comfortable.

Name/organization: Melli Annamalai, Asha for Education

1. I enjoyed the sessions I attended, especially the DQEP related ones (note that I am not a teacher or an educationist)

2. Excellent

3. Will email you later

Name/organization:  B.K.Vasuki, Viveananda Girijana Kalyana Kendra, B.R.Hills Yelandru taluk, Chamrajnagara District. E mail. vgkkbin@sancharnet.in
1. Really good

2. Very well

3. We would need more about media. 

In NIAS session we would like to have DPI-the implementation agency into session- views and opinions about improvement in education level. 

Name/Organisation:  Nirmala P.Sumarani,V.H.P English Medium School, Court                                                                                     
                                   Road,Chamrajnagar, 571313
1. All the sessions were good. Especially we enjoyed math activities.  We gathered so many ideas and methods to teach.  In future if there is any other such workshops on science and math please inform us. We will definitely come and join.

.                  2.    Arrangement of food was very nice and neat. Environment of the school                          

very good.

4. Exhibition is very nice.

Name/organization:  Ranjan De ,e.mail: bgii2007@yahoo.com
1. This time the sessions seemed to have for lesser scope than last time.  But there were sessions by Jane Sahi, Prof. Gananth, Dr.Shelly Thomas, Sundaram and the presenters from Navnirmiti.
2. Excellent very well organized. 

3. Could we have more sessions on interdisciplinary approaches and how people have been approaching the subjects of history and geography

5. SSA TN chapter – M.P.Vijayakumar

SSA T.N Chapter – Elangovan

Amukta Mahapatra, Schoolscape.

Patashala Montessori

Ankita Montessori,Tunkur, Rekha Babhu

SIDH, Mussoorie

Children’s Lore Castle Trust, B’lore

DRISHYA, yelasarlea, Dodahalli

GEAR school, Bangalore

Pratham, Bangalore

GUDIYA, Benares

CEVA, Chandigharh

Karm Marg and Karm Goan,Delhi and Faridabad

Manzil, Delhi (meenakshi’s comments- newsletter sent to this was returned_)

