ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS.

July 2004 to Nov 2004

TEACHER'S TRAINING PROGRAMMES:

1. health educational programmes.

Apart from the prescribed curriculum we have envisaged additional Health packages to children of 6th and 7th standard  in the fields of  nutrition,  basic hygiene- sanitation, pollutants ( insecticides in food,),  sericulture & dairy farming. Also simple food storage technology.

The first two namely Nutrition and Basic hygiene & Sanitation are given for the children of 6th standard.

This package is given on 24 available Saturdays in the year 2004-2005. and the broad outline of the contents to be given is discussed among all the teachers during Summer vacation.

Five teachers willingly attended the discussion sessions held in Deenabandhu children's Home from 17th May to 31st may 2004. Prof. Jayadeva Hon Secretary of the trust conducted the discussion sessions. Expertise of Dr Shivasankar, Diploma in Pathology  and Dr M.R. Udayashankar Physician (One of the Trustee) is obtained. 

2. A work shops for the teachers on understanding seasons.( 5th August, 2004)

Many teachers are not able to appreciate the importance of the axis of rotation which is inclined at an angle of 23.5 degrees from a line perpendicular to the ecliptic plane. This is responsible for the occurrence of seasons. The earth receives different amounts of sun light on it's different parts according to it's position.

The fact that the earth follows an elliptical orbit is often wrongly used as an explanation  for seasons – point nearest to sun causing summer and a distant position causing winter. Though the orbit is elliptical the variation in the distance does not exceed 2% .

After the  work shop in which the seasons were demonstrated with the help of a globe placed at four different positions and with an electrical bulb acting as the sun, teachers could understand with out doubt –

· Why the Northern and Southern hemispheres have

different seasons at the same time of the year.

( Australia has a summer Christmas and Europe a winter Christmas)

· Why we have longest day and shortest day.

· What are Summer and Winter Solstice.

· What is Vernal and Autumnal Equinoxes.

· Is the length of the shadow of an object remains the same through the year 

· Something about monsoons. 

3. Health Education Workshop by Dr Veda Zakhariah.   27-8-04

Deenabandu School has an year round health education programme held on every Saturday. Dr Veda, a physician by qualification has been working exclusively in the field of school health education programme and she was invited to conduct one day work shop for our school teachers.

The workshop was beneficial and the teachers could appreciate the importance of  health education in school, specially of involving the community as a whole through children. Also she gave six discrete steps of improvising the communication  of health message to rural people.

4. Discussion with Prof. K.B. Prabhu Prassad 6th September 2004

On account of teacher's day celebration on 5th we had a small function on 6th  Sep Monday at the school. After a small function with children teachers had a separate discussion with prof K.B.Prabhuprasad, a retired Principal and presently engaged in running a primary school. He has written number of books on value education and the discussion was about value education and love for teaching. Some high lights of the discussions are – 

.

· Give more opportunity for children for self study.

· Make the school a learning center not a teaching area.

· More than children it is teachers who need to do a lot of home work.

· Develop an attitude of disseminating the earned knowledge.

· A poor teacher  complains.

· A good teacher teaches.

· A best teacher explains.

· A great teacher inspires.

He also explained that children love to be silent and love cleanliness. Before starting of the first period you ask the children in the class to be absolutely silent for a few minutes. They actually love to do it. They can be asked to sweep their class rooms at a regular period of the day.

He gave an example as how a child's question is usually profound -  a child asks,  'does a bird sit on the tree'. Adult's answer is yes it always sits. But the child corrected 'no with it's two legs the bird always stands'

5. Special Projects to Children - Discussion with teachers to understand the true purpose behind such activities. 23-9-04 

      ( Repetition of the discussions held in previous years)

In this new millennium of information technology, there is a colossal of information available on all subjects. Teachers usually give priority for gathering of information.  Information can add to the personality of a child if only we aim at developing self esteem, self image and  other such qualities of personality in the process of project work. We discussed together as what other skills we can aim to develop among children through such project works. Following are the out come of this discussion.

Teacher's Role:  A teacher can initiate discussion about the project work and orient the direction of the discussion in such a way that decisions taken are  democratic and according to the required priorities. Individual opinion of children is encouraged and respected.  This gives the children a great self image and self esteem.  Teacher facilitates - 

· Select the subject that is very close to child's experience.

· Identify the sources of information.

· Method of information gathering and prioritization of information.

· Plans to collect the information.

In the process of project work give importance to- 

· Precision of  -  information, data, measurements, chronicle, etc.

· Team work – collective decision, collective endeavour.

· scientific attitude.

· ' I can do it ' – self confidence.

· communication skills.

· Socialization

Orient the activities such that children will realize-  

· Social responsibility

· Environmental responsibility.

· Importance of voluntary service and get involved in welfare activities.

Help the child to overcome- 

· Diffidence of technology

· Fear of incompetence.

· Fear of new challenges

Precautions to be taken while selecting and conducting the  project work.

· Select project subject that is very close to the child's experience

· In projects on history, ensure objective out look -  (communal harmony, equal respect for all races etc)

· Ensure participation of all children.

· Make thorough preliminary preparation where ever activities are involved.

· Involve children in time budgeting of  the project and as far as possible stick to the collectively decided time frame. 

6. Workshop on child psychology by Dr Gowramma, Institute of speech and hearing, Manasagangpthri, Mysore.  2nd October 2004.

Teachers and children celebrated Gandhi Jayanthi on the morning of 2-10- 4 at the school premises. At 10.30 AM Dr Gowramma arrived to Deenabandhu where we held a discussion workshop on learning difficulties in school children.

As a prerequisite of helping a child she suggest nine points for self development  of teachers.  They are –

1. To study the Biography or life history of great and Humane personalities.

2. To devote a part of our time and earnings for charity.

3. To keep away from negative forces.

4. Develop an attitude of complementing others ( Children in particular)

5. To take responsibility for all my actions.

6. To develop self discipline.

7. To acquaint with people engaged in positive work.

8. To become creative by use of activities in teaching.

9. To develop patience and perseverance.

She suggested eight points that a teacher should know to help a child in difficulty.

1. All teachers to develop an attitude of helping the child in some or the other way.

2. To identify the learning difficulties based on the behavioural pattern of the  child.  

3. To develop a habit of studying the child in difficulty and to make a habit of recording the observation.

4. Teacher to take the responsibility for the difficulty of a child.

5. Teacher to realise that in any school 25% of the children have learning difficulty.

6. Teacher to develop a healthy relation ship with the child.

7. Teacher to understand the importance of nutrition in both physical and mental growth.

8. If you know what you want to do you always know how to do it

Learning difficulties may be because of emotional problems also. For example  

1. the child is not getting mother's love

2. May be an orphan child. 

3. Child may not like the class room environment. 

4. The child may also dislike the teacher as he may be exercising over authority.

5. Teacher's inconsistency may confuse the child.

Learning difficulties may occur because of  mental or physical reasons. They are 

	           Physical reasons
	     Mental  reasons

	I     Defects of sense organs.

a. Problems with eye, ear, nose, skin, 

b. Auditory processing disorder.

c. Subtle defects of the eye.

II  

a. Information analysis defects in brain.

b. Infantile diseases or juvenile diseases.  


	I Structural

a. Mental retardation.

b. Brain failure

c. Intellectual impairment.

II. Emotional reasons. 

a. Depression

b. Tension

c. Inferiority complex.

d. Emotional disturbances.

e. Extreme negligence by parents.

f. Over possessive  parents.




Children with IQ 100 are considered normal

Children with IQ  70 – 80  are considered slow learners 

Children with IQ         50   are considered M.R.

Children with IQ 110 – 120 are considered above normal.

Children with mild MR cannot learn abstract things. Social behaviour is also trailing behind. Love to mix with younger children and show lack of competence.

Learning difficulties due to environment:

	 Home 
	  School 
	  Society

	a. Lack of understanding between the parents or the members of the home.

b. Lack of love and affection in the home environment.

c. Lack of guidance.

d. Home environment not congenial for learning.
	a. Over discipline.

b. Lack of any discipline.

c. Teachers not taking any responsibility.

d. Teaching method may not appeal to child.

e. Lack of cleanliness in school environment.
	a. Over interference of relatives.

b. Undesirable influence of the neighbors.

c. Problems of social acceptance.


Children may also suffer from Dyslexia. In India 4 male :1 female  suffer from dyslexia.

Children also suffer from conduct disorder.  This disorder can be easily recognized. The child shows truancy, lack of empathy.  Lack of proper role model or a bad role model can cause the conduct disorder. 

Dr Gowramma demonstrated few teaching methodologies and drew attention for the points to be noted. 

Collectively the teachers and the resource person together decided to keep a record of the behaviour of the child suffering from one or the other difficulty in a format and to meet again after three months to review and understand the remedial measures. 

7. Gandhi and Nonviolence – a dialogue  3rd October Sunday 2004.

On the 3rd of October a special dialogue was organisied  at Deenabandhu children's home. Dr Hanumanthaiah,  Vice chancellor University of Mangalore, Prof Bhagavan University of Mysore and Dr Shivarajappa Directo Center for Gandhian studies participated in the dialogue. Teachers of our school also participated in the programme.

8. Discussion on School philosophy with teachers.  16th Oct 2004

Deenabandhu has already worked out the basic tenets of school and teaching  philosophy in 2003. Ms Winnie of Netherland and Ms Yoke from Netherlands facilitated the discussion with teachers and Prof. Jayadev. (Ref Annexure I) 

Reviewing the previous discussion on 16th,  we added some more points. They are - 

1. To give out a message of  non violence in every aspect of activity and teaching.

2. Not to give any conflicting message while teaching Science, Socials, and History.

3. To have an objective out look while teaching History, not to emotionalize so that children develop indignation or dislike about other races or other religions. Children to realise that times have changed and so the out look of the people too. 

     ( Example – Independence moment – dislike to British, Muslim invasion in the      

      past centuries – hatred to Islamic people.) 

9. Sharing of Kathai Aruva Workshop experiences with the fellow teachers.

Two of our teachers Mr Kantharaj and Mr Prakash were sent to Chennai to participate in Kathai Aruva Workshop held on Sep 1st and 2nd of 2004 conducted by learning network. They had shared their experience during the weekly educational meetings held on every Friday. But on 14th and 15th of October (Dasar vacation) they had a two day discussion session on trying out various story telling methods and they literally constructed number of stories by using the card technique they learnt at the work shop.  The teachers have since then been using this method in their 1st to 6th standard. According to them the children of  1st and 2nd standard are showing rapt attention while the attention span of LKG and UKG children is too short for this technique. The children of higher classes show interest for stories of higher order/ issues. 

10. Friday discussion on Teaching techniques.

Every Friday between 4.00 – 5-30 in the evening after the school hours teachers discuss on various issues of school work specially about the activity teaching or school problems etc. They also discuss about the learning problems of children.

11. Exposure visits to teachers:

The teachers were taken on a field visit to Bangalore  on 4th , 5th , and 6th of November. Prof Jayadeva Hon Secretary accompanied the teachers. It was an extraordinary experience to all the team members. 

We visited Sitha School run by Mrs Jane Sahi at Silvepura, Poorna School of Mrs Indira Vijay Simha near Yalahanka, CFL or Center For Learning near Magadi and Vikasana Run by Ms Malathi.

These were very special schools with no classes or examinations until the children directly appear for 7th or 10th exams. Attitude of the teachers towards children, specially the interpersonal interactions were highly cultured giving utmost freedom to child in the process of learning.  All children get very intimate and personal attention by teacher because  the student teacher ratio is 1:4 or 1:6. 

Our teachers observed the classes conducted in these schools. We had an interaction with teachers and the founders of the school. These schools had developed number of very good activities for children which are worth trying in any school.

We also had an inter action in Bangalore with Mr Vishnukanth of Teacher Foundation. Teachers had a good interaction about their class room difficulties. Mr Vishnukanth expressed his willingness to visit Chamarajnagar and have further interaction.

Teachers also visited Vishveshwariah Technological Museum and  Aquarium.

Six teachers were taken in this trip while the remaining teachers took care of the school at Chamarajanagar. Subsiquently the other teaches will also be sent to the same schools.

We have plans to visit schools in Kerala and Thamilnadu.

12. Discussion with teachers about the school visit  - 12th Nov 2004.

Teachers had a discussion as how the positive aspects of these schools can be incorporated in to Deenabandhu school. A detailed  documentation of this discussion is in our file but few important points are mentioned here.

· We cannot adopt all aspects of these schools in our situation – for example in one of the schools children call teachers by name, may be this is to ensure a greater freedom on the part of children, but in a rural set up like ours this is not feasible. In stead we can have an another example from one  of these schools where children called their teachers as auntie or uncle.

· All these schools give utmost importance to what happens to the child in the process of learning rather than how much it learnt. 

· All our teachers appreciated this as a most important point to keep in mind. We also discussed about the problem of the syllabus to be covered. Teachers felt that apart from covering the syllabus they can give greater individual attention to children specially for the slow learners.

· Concept of open library given by Mrs Usha of C.F.L. was much appreciated. She insisted on mutual trust in the institution and said without this trust between teachers and children no worthwhile achievement is possible. Mrs Meena who accompanied us to CFL told us later that we have to work to build this trust and without actually working for it we cannot expect that such a trust can come in to being. We appreciated this point. 

· All these schools had very little furniture. Our teachers appreciated the importance of refusing redundant furniture.  Also the  class rooms were very simple and modest and while discussing,  these teachers said,     'teacher - student bonding and the process of learning is given utmost importance and that the learning takes place best when the child feels at home'.

· SEveral activities for children adopted in these schools are noted by our teachers and we propose to try them in our school also.

· In Vikasana Ms Malathi showed us an English work book for children by Mr Shankar  (printed in Phalton.) Mr Kantharaj and other teachers of our school are working to develop our own English work book. We have taken a copy of this book and are trying to order several copies of it for use in our school. However we continue to work on our own English work book by incorporating the good points from Mr Shankar's book.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE CHILDREN CARRIED OUT IN FIRST SIX MONTHS.  

1. Saturday Health special for children of 5th and 6th standard.

As mentioned earlier we are holding a special health education programme  for children of 5th and 6th std on every Saturday between 11.30 AM and 3.30 PM. The major health problems of the area are – 

· Preference to field defecation and apathy to use toilets.

· Communicable diseases – Round worms, Entamoeba, Hook Worm infestation

· Head Lice.

· Scabies.

· Personal Hygiene.

· Lack of awareness regarding nutrition.

Suitable posters, messages and discussion themes are developed so that children actively participate. Variety of activities are also developed and children enjoy these activities. For all the participating teachers and children food is served on every Saturday. 

2.  Printing of Marks cards and School Diary for children 

A special marks card by name 'Encouragement letter' is printed for the children of 1st standard to 4th standard. Regular marks cards are printed for the children from 5th onwards. 

Encouragement letter is a very beautiful pictorial sheet. It has three columns to encourage the child i.e. Art, Value and Science. The teacher identifies a positive aspect about these in each  child and writes a sentence about them in the encouragement letter. The children take it proudly to their parents.

Though no marks are given to children the teacher keeps track of the progress of each child and the unique support that each child needs.

3. Providing of  'My Experiment Book'  to children of 6th std and above.

Children of  and 6th standard are provided with a special note book by name 'My Experiment Book'. This book is specially prepared with  alternating drawing sheet and an ordinary ruled sheet. Special experiments and projects undertaken by children are recorded in these books. 

4. 'BEREKE  SOPPU'  programme on non conventional leafy vegetable.

Bereke Soppu means mixed leafy vegetable. The villagers in this side have a rich knowledge of such leaves from commonly growing wild herbs which can simply be harvested for use as leafy vegetables. To harness the potential of this indigenous knowledge we conducted the programme of Bereke Soppu.  On 22nd Sep 2004 we had one session and the other on 1-11-04.  On 22nd Sep Ms Chinkramma a village lady aged about 50 years brought about 24 different types of leaves used as vegetable. On 11th Mother of Chinkramma and the younger sister of Chinkramma brought  about 22 types of leaves. On the same day  a Soliga Tribal boy from B.R.Hills brought about 22 different types of leaves found in the forest area which these tribal people use traditionally  as leaf vegetable.

Prof Sadanad a knowledgeable Botanist , University of Mysore also came as the guest and identified most of these herbs by their botanical names. Children actively participated in the programme.

A detailed report of this programme is made. Our Botany Professor suggests that this knowledge is very precious and can be published from the school and that he will help to publish this.

As a follow up of this, the Bereke Soppu will be used while preparing the meals on Saturdays when we have the special health programme.

5. Project on Universe and on Ladakh 

Every year we undertake project works for children. In the previous years projects on vegetables, communicable  diseases were undertaken. This year we have plans to under take four projects. Presently the project on Universe and on Ladakh are under taken by the children. Children of 6th standard are working for project on Universe. Children of 4th and 5th are working on Ladakh Project.

6. Evaluation of Children's learning level by use of NIAS tool.

 Deenabandhu is closely associated with the NIAS team which is working for District Quality Education Programme in Chamarajanagar District.. With their help our school teachers have conducted an evaluation of the children to understand the need for improvement in teaching and to understanding the kind of support the children need.

On 1st Sep evening Mrs. Latha conducted a training session for teachers as how to use the tool and conduct the evaluation.  Mrs. Latha and few members of the NIAS team  participated in the session and in the subsequent evaluation and helped the school teachers to evaluate the children. On 3rd Sept DR Padama sarangapani stayed with the school teachers in the school and helped us to conduct the evaluation of the children. All the children of 2nd , 4th  and 6th  are evaluated.

The process of evaluation itself was very revealing and teachers had an in sight in to –

· Although there is an ardent effort in the teaching, some specific improvements are imperative on the part of the teacher, and the evaluation has thrown light on the nature of this improvement needed

· A child's skill of the application of it's knowledge in the real life situation is independent of it's ability to answer the examination questions connected to it.

· The evaluation  convinced the teachers about the need for more of activities in the process of teaching and the need for  immediate re ascertaining whether the child grasped the teaching in a way that it can apply in the daily life situation.

· The evaluation also showed the importance of reading and writing skills in children and what exact areas in this regard needs a greater stress.

7. Special activities for children:

We have developed a large activity hall which finally will be developed in to ERC or Educational Resource Center. Variety  of activities are conducted for children in view of developing – 

· Attitude of precision. 

· Scientific attitude.

· Self development through activities close to everyday experience.

 Some sample of activities under taken.-

1. Germination of seeds – requirement of Water.

The fact that water is required for germination of seeds is simply believed with out putting it in to test. Children took two sets of leguminous seeds. 'A' set was smeared with grease and the set 'B' with out the grease. Both were immersed in water for about 18 hours. Next day the children observed the seeds and found the 'A' set smeared with grease did not swell and the set 'B' had swelled. The two sets of seeds were spread in a dry jar and were allowed for two days. Children found that almost all the seeds of 'B' set germinated while none of the grease smeared 'A' set  seeds showed any sign of germination.

2. Bird Migration  and Endangered species.– Over hundred migrating birds visit Chamarajanagar District. 

      Many of them are water birds. But we have a record of very easily identifiable      

      birds that can be spotted in the nearby areas. We have made a bird chart and try    

      to identify them together with the common birds in the area.

      Endangered Species -   Special chart about endangered species is prepared  

      which is self explanatory.

3. Activity on Seasons. – With the help of four globes and an electric bulb we demonstrate how the seasons are formed. We have a special project on the position of the sun rise and  the length of the shadow. Children are being prepared for this and the actual project begins from December 21 the shortest day. Children will be asked to come once in two or three months before the sun rise and measure the angle of sun rise at the circular horizon. We are developing our own instrument for this which children can easily use. We will fix a straight poll to measure the length of the shadow and correlate it with the angle of sunrise and also to link it with the shortest day and the longest day.

By June we will be able to see the north ward shift in the position of the sunrise linked with the length of the day and the length of the shadow. We hope to get very good and tangible results in this activity.

4. Culture examination. – Protozoan culture is produced and the common     protozoan like paramecium and other ciliates are shown to children.

5. Activities on Temperature.- Number of activities are conducted on temperature. 5th and 6th standard Children and all the staff members  assembled in the school during the winter vacation on 4th, 7th,  and 11th of  October and conducted number of experiments on temperature. They used the thermometer and measured the temperature of different bodies including their own body temperature.

We conducted a special experiment. Children touched an iron sheet and a woolen cloth and were asked to determine which is warmer. Invariably all said it is the woolen whose temperature is higher than that of the iron. But it is not so. Both have the same temperature but because of good conduction of heat by iron it gives a feeling of being cold while woolen cloth which rebounds our own body heat makes us feel that the woolen is warmer than the iron. When the ambient temperature is the same there is no way that the woolen can be warmer than the iron.

6. Children are recording their own weight and Height.- In the school diary  children have an exclusive page of history of personal health where they can enter details about major health  hazards they suffered in the past and  whether they have the medical records of it available.

      They also record a good deed they have done each day.

7. Volumes-  Children measure the volumes of various boxes, say soap boxes or   tooth paste boxes, bricks etc. They are asked asses the relative volumes of lengthy  boxes which may appear to have more volume than the square box. After calculation they realize that the measurements some time could be very deceptive. 

Children are also measuring the volume of  irregular objects by displacement of water in a measuring jar.

8. Weighing balance and the puzzles!. – We have weighing balance in the school   

       and  children are given puzzles of weighing with limited weighing units.     

       For example a child of 4th  standard is given only two weights 1 kg and 200      

       grams and is asked to weigh and give 800 grams of maize. Several such  

       puzzles are created  and the children in groups of two at a time are asked to  

       solve the problem which they will present to the whole class after the exercise.

9. Germination of Seeds: Germination of seeds followed by growth of the stem is         

      an observable phenomenon.  But Measuring the length of the roots and relative    

      growth of roots and shoot are not possible to asses in a normal circumstance.    

      Therefore we have developed a special window experiment in which the length     

      of the roots and the length of the shoot can be simultaneously  measured. The  

      children kept a record of the relative growth of the roots and shoots of different   

      dicot  and monocot seeds. Subsequently the data are depicted as graphs. The  

      experiment gave ample opportunity for debate among children in their own  

      way on various results of the experiment.  

ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE SECOND SIX MONTHS OF THE GRANT PERIOD 

Do roots and shoots respond to Gravity : ( Date: from11th Jan 05 to 19th and further.) A SPECIAL PROJECT
Being encouraged by the results we got from our  previous experiment where we could literally measure the growth of the roots we thought of finding out the response of roots for a changing direction in gravity. For this we developed a special glass chamber  which is 2” x 2” wide and about 12” in length, closed on one side and open on the other. We used Neem saw dust to fill rather than  sand which is too heavy. The Neem saw dust was soaked in NPK plant nutrient to provide nutrition for the growth of the roots.  Two such square glass jars are used. Each of this square glass jar provided four sides to sow the seeds. We selected Avare and Pea seeds for the experiment because in the previous experiment these seeds had shown the best growth.

Four sets of one avare and one pea were selected to be sown on alternate days. Accordingly they were soaked in water the previous night and the swollen seeds were sown above the black papers. The square glass jars were mounted on a stand in the upright position until the last pair of seeds were sown. Soon after the last pair of seeds were sown the glass jars were turned upside down and were fixed to the stands. By the time we turned the jars upside down the first pair of seeds had grown their roots and shoots very well. Avare was in a two leaved stage. It’s roots were almost   eight centimeters long. 

In the morning the glass jars were inverted and in the evening we observed the roots. It was an astonishing result and with in 7 hours of growth both Avare and Pea seeds had shown a clear flex and had turned down wards. With in seven hours about half a centimeter of growth could be seen. In the next few days we could clearly see the roots changing their direction of growth and grow responding to the pull of the gravity. On the other hand the shoots showed a growth which was clearly against gravity irrespective of the direction of light.  Therefore we concluded in the following way – 

· The roots and shoots primarily respond to gravity in 

       the process of their growth.

· The Roots grow towards gravity.

· The shoots grow against gravity.

· The growth of shoot towards the direction of the light is a secondary response after emerging out of the soil.

We continued the experiment and children suggested what if we again turn the glass jars and put them back to up right position?  Of course we put it back to the upright position and observed for next one week. We were expecting the roots again to take a ‘U’ turn and grow down ward forming a loop. The root hairs were always the first respond to the changing direction of gravity. They showed slight flex towards the gravity but the mother root was reluctant to turn again for the second time. On the contrary the main root stopped growing further or showed a very slow in growth. There was a slight response in one of the main roots of the Pea plant. The other roots seemed  to die from their end. We did not understand the reason for this. We suspected  some infection or something.  Some teachers were of the opinion that the death of the roots are because of lack of space for the roots to take a second turn. We could see “U” turned roots were closely applied to the corner of the glass jar. There fore they strongly suggested that we can repeat the experiment in a wider jar providing roots enough space to turn easily. The children had a discussion every day after observing the roots. They kept a record of their observations and the consolidated observation is made in to a chart and displayed on the wall.

DOCUMENTING THE PROGRESS OF CHILDREN:
From 1 to 4th children are not given marks cards but are given only an encouragement letter. Even if marks are given it reveals nothing about the areas in which child has to improve. Therefore teachers are keeping a record of individual performance by children.  

MEASURING THE VOLUMES OF LIQUIDS: 

Children like to play with water and they are given an opportunity to do this by providing the measuring jars. Children measure one liter half liter etc. This also gives them the pleasure of learning measurements through play.

LIBRARY BOOKS AND READING:

Thanks to the grants from Sir Ratan Tata Trust, and we have been able to buy a good collection of books. Children are reading the books regularly, some time forming a group of two. We are contemplating on the possibility of an open library. Our teachers who visited alternate schools in Bangalore and some schools in North India with the NIAS team are convinced of the importance of an open library

MEASURING TEMPARATURE:

Children measured temperatures of different hot liquids they normally come across. They found out that the hot water they normally use for bathing is 51 degree C. The hot tea which his/her teacher can drink is 66degree C. Surface of the soil was 36 degree C on a hot day. Boiling water was 98 degree C.  

SCHOOL  KITE FLYING FESTIVAL:

On 5th Dec 2004, all children of the school came prepared with different kites. It was a real colourful day and a day full of excitement. Children prepared simple kites.  We plan to make kites of many different sizes in the next year.

THREAD PUPPET SHOW:

On 9th Jan 2005 ( Sunday) we had a special show of thread puppets by the children of Swami Vivekananda School from Bangalore. The show was performed by the children of the school who are trained by Mr Rananatha Rao who comes from a traditional family adept in the art. The play was “Hanumad Vilasa”, the heroic performances of Hanumantha in search of Seetha. Large number of our school children along with their parents and the children from other schools also assembled and enjoyed the show, which lasted for an hour. 

DISTRICT LEVEL COMPETITION IN DIFFERENT TALENTS:

Children from our school participated in different talent competitions and have won prizes. The competition is called ‘Prathibha Kaaranji’ meaning a fountain of talents. Lokesh and party won first prize in patriotic song singing competition. Master Rajendra won the first prize in Painting. Manoj won II prize in story telling.

ANNUAL SPORTS MEET:

On 9th of February 2005 Annual sports meet was organized and all the children participated. It was decided that all the children should be given prizes in one or the activity, specially the small children. 

Later on 15th of February a fancy dress competition was held and parents took an active role in dressing their children in different costumes. It was a very eventful day. 

SCHOOLDAY FUNCTION:

6th Annual day function was held on 28th of 2005. Every year the annual day function is held on 26th of February. All children got prizes in one or the event. Bhoomika of 3rd standard was the center of attraction and her dance was received with great excitement.

UNDERSTANDING SEASONS:

The project on understanding seasons was launched on 22nd of December. It is an year round project and children of 6th standard are working through out the year. They are measuring the angle at which the sun rises during the early morning hours once in every month, by aligning the protractor to north – south magnetic line.

Following are the measured angles of sunrise on the respective dates. 

	DATE
	ANGLE OF SUN RISE

	22 Dec 2004
	     26 ½ Degrees    

	22nd Jan 2005
	     23 ½ Degrees

	22ndFeb 2005
	     15 Degrees

	21st March 2005
	     3 Degrees


Length of the shadow cast by a  7 feet pole measured periodically:  

The length of the shadow of the object is related to the angle of the sunrise. Hence in the school a pole is permanently erected and the length of the shadow of this pole is measured through out the year to get a feel of the whole phenomenon relating the angle of the sunrise to the length of the shadow.

1) 22 December 2005: - 

	TIMINGS
	MEASUREMENT  IN METER
	MEASUREMENT IN FEET

	9 AM
	4.60
	15.10

	10 AM 
	2.61
	8.70

	11 AM
	1.96
	6.50

	12 O’CLOCK 
	1.65
	5.50

	1 PM
	1.70
	5.70

	2 PM
	2.15
	7.10

	3 PM
	3.02
	9.11

	4 PM
	4.89
	16.05


2) 22 January 2005: -
	TIMINGS
	MEASUREMENT  IN METER
	MEASUREMENT IN FEET

	9 AM
	4.15
	13.75

	10 AM 
	2.80
	9.20

	11 AM
	1.84
	6.05

	12 O’CLOCK 
	1.44
	4.85

	1 PM
	1.45
	4.90

	2 PM
	1.82
	5.11

	3 PM
	2.63
	8.75

	4 PM
	4.10
	13.55


3) 22 February 2005: -

	TIMINGS
	MEASUREMENT  IN METER
	MEASUREMENT IN FEET

	9 AM
	3.55
	11.75

	10 AM 
	2.31
	7.70

	11 AM
	1.47
	4.10

	12 O’CLOCK 
	1.10
	3.40

	1 PM
	0.96
	3.20

	2 PM
	1.35
	4.50

	3 PM
	2.14
	7.00

	4 PM
	3.54
	11.75


2) 21 March 2005: -
	TIMINGS
	MEASUREMENT  IN METER
	MEASUREMENT IN FEET

	9 AM
	3.07
	10.10

	10 AM 
	1.91
	6.33

	11 AM
	1.11
	3.75

	12 O’CLOCK 
	0.52
	1.85

	1 PM
	0.55
	1.95

	2 PM
	1.07
	3.65

	3 PM
	1.86
	6.10

	4 PM
	3.12
	10.30


By the above figures we can understand that the length of the shadow goes on decreasing as the sun moves north ward after December 22nd 

STREET PLAY PART OF SCHOOL HEALTH PROGRAMME:

On 8th April 2005, children of our school performed a street play in the S.C.Street, Ramasamudra town, about two kilometers from our school. Through out the year on Saturdays we have special health programme and children and teachers have been carrying out activities on various health issues. As a part of our endeavour to involve the community in our health project and to carry health messages to the villagers we had plans to perform street plays. 

Children and teachers together developed a play having messages on

a) Importance of clean drinking water.

b) The sources of pollution of the drinking water.

c) The communicable diseases due to drinking water.

d) The importance of toilets to prevent the communicable diseases.

The play was conducted in the evening at 7.00 PM. Over 200 people assembled under a bright street light. The play began with a long song where the drums were used. This attracted the villagers. The play came up very well and conveyed the message. The villagers were very happy and they offered Bananas and snaks to all our children and teachers.

WORK SHOP ON WORKING WITH NEWS PAPERS. March 3rd to 5th  2005 BANGALORE

Mr Kantharaj our school teacher attended a work shop organised by C.D.L. 

( Communication for Development and Learning) at Bangalore.  In this workshop, he reports he learnt as how a the news paper can be used as a learning material at class room level. Also as what parts of a news paper can be preserved by children to produce it as a reference material.

C.D.L. WORKSHOP ON WRITING CASE STUDY:

Our Teacher Mr Kantahraj atteded this workshop at Dharwar between 13th  and 15th of April.  This work shop trained it’s participants in documenting progressive changes occurring in the school children ( or in a community) over a period of time. It also taught as how to select the subject on which the case study report has to be written, collection of documents, style of presentation, the frame work of writing and a meaningful conclusion.

GAS FROM THE CURDS!

As a part of the Saturday health programme children performed a very interesting experiment on the curds. The experiment was performed because of a very interesting question by a boy regarding his observation on the sealed packets of curds supplied by Mysore dairy. He said at times the curds packet bulges like a balloon if the curds packet is kept for a long time. His argument was – because this is summer the heat of the summer expands the gas inside the curds packet. Then One of the teachers explained that curd is produced because of the bacterial growth and respiration by the bacteria  in the process (anaerobic respiration) produces carbon dioxide which causes the bulge. Then children said why not they experiment it with a bottle of milk set to the process of curding and covering the mouth of the curds bottle with a balloon. This gave a fantastic results and in the morning they could observe a bulged balloon.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL CHILDREN VISIT OUR SCHOOL:

NIAS is intensely working with one of the government primary schools in Chamarajanagara Town. The children from this school visited our school to see different activities carried out by children. Deenabandhu school children took pride in explaining the different projects they worked. The teachers accompanying the children had discussion with the secretary  and learnt that not much money is required to carry out such activities.
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