Message from Sri Sridharan: (2/17/05)

I have some recollection of having been shown the kit by Mr Jadwani. There are several instructional items, several games or other activities, and several testing items. They are meant to be used in a mixed grade class - that is the same material is used in a classroom with 1st graders to 5th graders. Instructors are taught to use the material appropriately for each individual. Testing is based on "level" , i.e. the proficiency exhibited by the student in previous tests. The instructional items I remember most are like flash cards, with words, arithmetic and other subjects in them. The activity I recall is some games about using a weight scale to measure weight of individuals and expressing them in pounds as well as in kilograms - and then finding the heaviest, lightest (for the lower grades) and doing histograms (for higher grades). There was a similar game with heights. The testing cards were quite sophisticated - the levels were color coded so the teacher would fumble the least.

One of the reason I was enthusiastic when first exposed to this idea is that for the first time we can achieve some level of standardisation in "non-formal education" and through this standardisation we can figure our how many of the kids are performing at the grade appropriate level - and even can compare one school with another. A much needed way to understand how well the school is itself doing.

