GEMS FOUNDATION – AN NRI INITIATIVE

Gems Foundation, a charitable society founded by an NRI, which have 25 years of eminent service to thousands of underprivileged people both in Tamil Nadu & Kerala State. Its multifaceted community development projects include Rehabilitation work of Pavement and Slum Dwellers, Charitable Hospital, Orphanage, Free Land Distribution Scheme, Family Counseling Centre, Free Medical Camps, Vocational Training Programme for unemployed women, Community Housing Scheme for poor, Charitable Residential School etc… 
GEMS ACTIVITIES IN KERALA

1. GEMS HOSPITAL, Mavelikara, Alleppey District

The first major project undertaken by GEMS was to establish a charitable hospital at Mavelikara in 1982. The Hospital was established at a cost of US$ 600,000 initially and additional Rs 140 lakhs subsequently.

a) LOCATION

Situated in a total of more than three acres land, in the central part of Mavelikkara town near Railway station, Bus Stand and other facilities. The hospital has a built up area of 28,000 Sq ft providing accommodation for 150 inpatients in 57 rooms at a time. 

b) VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The hospital offers free and subsidized medical aid to thousands of economically weaker sections of the society as well specialized health care for the affluent in general. The hospital at present has the following specialities:

1. General Medicine

1. Paediatrics 

2. Obstetrics and Gynaecology

3. Orthopaedics and Traumatology

4. ENT

5. Anaesthesiology

6. Psychiatry

7. General Surgery

8. Dermatology

9. Ophthalmology

c) EQUIPMENTS AND MACHINERY 

The Hospital has at present the following equipments and machinery:

MEDICAL EQUIPMENTS:

1. Ultrasound scanning machine (Toshiba) .

2. Defibrillator monitors (BPL) – 2

3. ECG Machine – 2

4. Computerised ECG machine – 1

5. X – Ray machine (300 Ma) (Wipro) – 1

6. Portable X-ray machine

7. Incubator – 1

8. Phototherapy – 1

9. Warmer – 1

10. Doppler – 1

11. Centralised Oxygen – 4 pairs

12. Suction apparatus – 3

13. Anaesthesia machine (old) – 1

14. Pulse oximeter – 1

15. Diathermy machine (old) – 1

16. Autoclave machine (large) – 1

17. Culture incubator – 1

18. Autoclave machine (small) – 1

19. Centrifuge – 2

20. Calorimeter – 1

21. Microscope – 3

22. Chemical balance – 1

23. Nebulizer – 2

24. Theatre lights – 2

25. Theatre table – 2

26. Laparascopy.

27. Endoscopy.

OTHER EQUIPMENTS / MACHINERY:

A.  Cash register – 1

A. Hot water bath – 1

B. Computer – 1

C. Electronic typewriter – 1

D. Typewriter (Goderej) – 1

E. Ambulance – 1

F. Standby generator (82.5 KVA) – 1

G. Emergency generator (16 KVA) – 1

H. Incinerator – 1

I. EPABX (48 lines)

J. Televisions – 8

K. Air conditioners – 10 units

L. Mobile clinic – 1

M. Canteen equipments 

N. Refrigerator – 4

O. Lift (10 passenger capacity) – 1

2. FAMILY COUNSELING CENTRE


Gems Family Counseling Centre, supported by Kerala State Social Welfare Board, serves the maladjusted, disrupted and problem-ridden families from the surrounding rural areas. It focuses on assistance to women and children suffering from atrocities and stressful situations. 

3. FREE MEDICAL CAMPS 

Regular free medical camps are held by the hospital staff in the outlying areas of Mavelikara Town, which has benefited lakhs of economically weaker sections of the people in that area for the past twenty years.
4. CHARITABLE CONCESSIONS


In the last six years, more than Rs. 20 lakhs worth of charitable concessions have been enjoyed by approximately 3000 outpatients and inpatients of the Gems Hospital through the medical, surgical, obstetrics & gynecology departments.  
5. GEMS VILLAGE, PARASSALA

In 1999, Gems Foundation has launched this unique project at Parasuvaikkal, Parasala, with a view to provide a safe haven for the deserted women, widows and orphaned girls. The village has a capacity to accommodate nearly 50 women and children.  The foundation provides all free facilities like food, accommodation and education to the children under able guidance so that they eventually develop into educated and responsible women when they grow up. Presently there are over fifty inmates being provided with food, accommodation, education etc and being supervised by the local church parish.
6. FREE LAND DISTRIBUTION SCHEME

Gems Foundation has embarked upon an ambitious project for allotting plots of free land each measuring 2 cents to one thousand landless families at a cost of Rs 1 crore. So far, it has completed allotment of land to over 550 families whose photographs can be downloaded from our website – www.gemsfoundation.org . We have also constructed 23 houses measuring approximately 270 sq. ft. each costing Rs. 42,000. Applications were invited from the beneficiaries most interested in resettling in the area out of whom 23 were settled.

7. VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE
We have established a vocational training centre in the village of Kalliyode, Nedumangad Taluk for about 200 women imparting training programme in Red Cross Home Nursing, Soap & Detergent manufacturing, Tailoring, Candle making, Paper bag making, Khadi manufacturing etc.

8. GEMS RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL, KALLIYODE, NEDUMANGAD
Another unique project, which aims at all round development of poor school children who really lack food, clothing, quality education and vocational training, we have started a Residential School at Kalliyode, Anad Panchayat, Nedumangad Taluk. The school provides free food, accommodation, clothing, medical care, quality education and vocational training to about 120 students from the age group of 10 to 18.

GEMS ACTIVITIES IN TAMIL NADU STATE
GEMS Foundation, Madras:

The Madras chapter of GEMS arose out of a deep concern for the plight of the millions of slum and pavement dwellers in the city of Madras.  The unhygienic and sub-human conditions under which the hapless, poverty ridden people lived, moved GEMS to initiate social welfare activities to alleviate their misery and rehabilitate them.

GEMS Foundation, a charitable trust registered in Tamil Nadu State, was established in 1993. The Madras office of GEMS, a 6 storey building at Mount Road, Madras, was acquired at a cost of US$ 500,000/- entirely donated by the Founder- chairman’s family.

With the support of the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board (TNSCB), Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority, Corporation of Chennai and Tamil Nadu Social Welfare Board, GEMS engaged in several community development projects at the Velachery Pavement Dwellers Rehabilitation Centre, Adambakkam, Madras-88.

Velachery Centre: Dr.Ambedkar Nagar. 

The Pavement Dwellers Rehabilitation Centre at Velachery was built under the auspices of the World Bank and the TNSCB.  There are 2640 houses providing shelter to over 6000 erstwhile street and slum dwellers.

Mahatma Gandhi Hall and Thiruvalluvar Hall.

GEMS has built two large halls within the Rehabilitation Centre on sites leased by TNSCB. The halls act as centres for Community Development Services. The Thiruvalluvar Hall was inaugurated in March 1994 by the former President of India, Shri R. Venkataraman who is also the Honorary Chief Patron of GEMS Foundation. The opening ceremony of the Mahatma Gandhi Hall was attended by the British Deputy Commissioner Mr.David Cockerham, Padmashri Kamalhasssan, and many other dignitaries. Two GEMS health clinics have been functioning at Saidapet and Adambakkam to look after the health needs of the community since 1993.

STATISTICS OF OUR ACTIVITIES IN KERALA STATE

	Sl. No.
	Activities/Organisations
	1995/96
	1996/97
	1997/98
	1998/99
	1999/2000
	2000/01
	2001/02
	2002/03

	1.
	Gems Charitable Hospital Mavelikara
	23845 patients
	23062 patients
	22675 patients
	23931 patients
	24377 patients
	24999 patients
	26000 patients
	28153 patients

	2.
	Gems Family Counseling Centre, Mavelikara
	114 families
	107 families
	95

 families
	114 families
	133 families
	93 families
	105 families
	158 families

	3.
	Charitable Concessions
	507 persons
	477 persons
	44 persons
	315 persons
	507 persons
	600 persons
	591 persons
	803 persons

	4.
	Free Medical Camps
	…
	…
	6507 patients
	9666 patients
	18058 patients
	14437 patients
	16478 patients
	15970 patients

	5.
	Gems Village, Parassala

Home for destitute girls & widows
	…
	…
	…
	…
	25 girls

2 widows
	27 girls

3 widows
	25 girls
	40 girls

	6.
	Flood relief
	…
	…
	…
	265 persons
	…
	…
	…
	…

	7.
	Free  Land Distribution Scheme
	Trivandrum
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	246 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Kollam
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	75 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Pathanamthitta
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	22 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Thrissur
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	50 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Palakkad
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	65 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Kozhikode
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	64 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Alleppey
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	23 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Kottayam
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	6 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Idukki
	…
	….
	…
	…
	…
	1 person
	…
	…

	
	
	Ernakulam
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	1 person
	…
	…

	
	
	Malapuram
	…
	….
	…
	…
	…
	3 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Kannur
	…
	…
	….
	…
	…
	2 persons
	…
	…

	
	
	Kasargod
	…
	…
	...
	…
	…
	1 person
	…
	…

	8.
	Housing Scheme, Nedumangad
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	23 beneficiaries

	9.
	Vocational Training Centre, Nedumangad
	Tailoring
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	40 women

	
	
	Home Nursing
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	20 women

	
	
	Soap Making
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	25 women

	
	
	Handicraft
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	30 women

	
	
	Khadi training
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	50 women

	
	

	Total Beneficiaries
	24466
	23646
	29721
	34491
	43102
	40717
	43199
	45312

	Gems Residential School Estd: 2004 (a charitable school for underprivileged girls between 10 & 18). Present strength: 120 Students


STATISTICS OF OUR ACTIVITIES AT VELACHERY PAVEMENT AND SLUM DWELLERS REHABILITATION CENTRE,

DR. AMBADKAR NAGAR, ADAMBAKAM, CHENNAI – 88

	Sl. No.
	Activities
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999

	1.
	Free clinic Saidapet & Adambakam
	About

1500 persons
	1504 persons
	1852 persons
	1244 persons
	2400 persons
	4600 persons
	500 persons

	2.
	Primary/Pre school
	
	234 children
	160 students
	260 students
	160 students
	150 students
	150 students

	3.
	Crèche & Anganwadi
	
	50 children
	52 children
	50 children
	144 children
	140 children
	125 children

	4.
	Paper craft training/ detergent making
	
	20 women
	10 women
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Tailoring / leather unit
	
	19 women
	20+20 women
	30+25 women
	15 women
	
	

	6.
	Adult education/ Non formal Education
	
	22 Adults
	22 Adults
	200 adults
	200 Adults
	
	50 adults

	7.
	Security training
	
	
	20 men
	20 men
	20 women
	
	

	8.
	Tree Planting
	
	
	For 500 families saplings
	For 100 families saplings
	
	
	

	9.
	Women’s Club
	
	
	120 women
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Chakmi training 
	
	
	20 women
	20 women
	
	
	

	11.
	Eye camp
	
	
	
	1000 men & women
	105+15 men & women
	
	

	12.
	Sanitation
	
	
	
	500 families
	
	
	300 families

	13.
	Awareness program
	
	
	
	70 families
	
	
	

	14.
	Tuition / Typewriting
	
	10 students
	
	
	200 students
	
	

	15.
	Moral/ religion education
	
	
	
	
	250 students
	
	

	16.
	Flower making
	
	
	
	
	10 students
	
	

	17.
	Paediatric camp
	
	
	
	
	400 children
	480 children
	

	18.
	Geriatric camp/ day camp
	
	
	
	
	
	85 persons
	25 persons

	19.
	Mathru sangam
	
	
	
	
	96 women
	
	

	20.
	Self employment
	
	
	16 persons
	17 persons
	
	
	

	21.
	Preventive care 
	500 persons
	700 persons
	1000 persons
	1500 persons
	1000 persons
	900 persons
	500 persons

	22.
	Curative & Rehabilitative
	300 persons
	400 persons
	750 persons
	1050 persons
	970 persons
	870 persons
	400 persons

	23.
	Ration shop
	
	250 persons
	350 persons
	400 persons
	400 persons
	200 persons
	200 persons

	24.
	Relief for flood victims
	
	200 families
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	Relief measure for fire victim
	
	1000 families
	1000 families
	900 families
	
	
	

	26.
	Distribution of school kits
	
	100 students
	100 students
	
	
	
	

	
	Total no. of beneficiaries every year
	2300
	4794
	6012
	8386
	6385
	7425
	2250

	Average no. of beneficiaries per year: 5364 men, women and children at Dr. Ambedkar Nagar Adambakam

	
	Activities New constructions made from funds of Gems Foundation & Govt. Agencies
	1993
Community halls of size 1750 sq. ft. each

1. Thiruvalluvar Hall &

2. Mahatma Gandhi Hall
	1994

Playground of size 5000 sq. ft. each

2 numbers
	1995

Anganwadis of size 256  sq. ft. each 6 units
	1996

Borewell 

10 Nos.
	1997

Police outpost 2 rooms of size 10 ft x 

12 ft
	1998

Road repair, sewerage & construction
	1999

Compound wall, sewerage, repairs drinking water supply & well platform


