First Progress Report on the Computer Education Program at Rural High School, Kondlahalli, Molkalmuru Taluk, Chitradurga District

Date: March 11, 2005

By: Smitha Rao, SS Team

The  Installation

The computers, no- 4  were installed in a room allocated for the purpose in the premises of the rural high school , Kondlahalli  on the 29th of January 2005.The suppliers, Taurus Technologies installed the computers. The 4 computers  have been connected to each other by means of LAN. The computers are AMD Celeron with 128 MB RAM, 40 GB Hard disk. All the computers have been supported with CD Drives and multimedia. One of the computers has a CD writer for the benefit of the school in future. All the 4 computers have been provided with authentic Windows XP professional and MS Office 20003 professional package under Volume Licensing Programme by Microsoft .

The school has made provision for a UPS with a back up of 8 hrs for 4 computers.

Software Content

 A lot of emphasis has been given to educational content in the local language, hence the softwares provided in the program are in Kannada. The software provided are:

1) Multimedia based educational CD’s by Azim Premji Foundation = 20nos.

These  cd’s are student centric. The cd’s cover various topics from Kannada Language, Maths, Environmental Science, General Science, Social science, and Co-curricular.

2) Subject based multimedia cd’s by Link Edusoft = 6 nos.

 The cd’s  are based on the curriculum designed by the Karnataka State Board for Education. The cd’s are for Science and Maths subjects. The cd’s  use multimedia/graphics to explain concepts which have generally been found difficult to be understood by the students. Thus these cd’s can be said to be both  teacher-centric as well as student-centric.

 An additional cd on Solar System supported by multimedia has also been provided.

3) Software by Kannada Ganaka Parishath.

· “NUDI”: This is a font software, using which children will learn to easily type in Kannada using a keyboard.The software over-rides MS Word, Excel. Thus the user has the flexibility to toggle between English or Kannada using Microsoft products to suit his needs.NUDI has an in-built English to Kannada dictionary comprising of about 50,000 words. This software thus is an effective tool to create documents in Kannada and best suited for  Kannada language users.
· NUDI  Application software.

1. Akshara Kali.
2. Kannada Kilimae Bodhaka.
3. Kannada Key Board Tutor.
4. Anki Vinoda.
5. Karya Suchi
6. Vilasa Suchi.
7. Dina Suchi.
8. Kannada Kali.
· BARAHA  Font Software.

4) Kannada Nighantu by Kannada Sahitya Prishath.

Kannada – Kannada dictionary developed by Kannada Sahitya Parishath which has meanings for about 50,000 words along with synonyms. The software is helpful for children to improve language and vocabulary.

5) Kasturi Kannada dot com.

This is an online dictionary which is downloadable. The dictionary provides options to find meanings of words in Kannada–Kannada and English-Kannada. The dictionary covers about 40,000 words. Helpful in the context where children need to find the meaning of English words in Kannada.

6) A teaching manual comprising the list of software provided, their description, topics covered, competencies to be achieved by learning the software .etc has been provided in the form of a book for better clarity and understanding of the program.
7) A teaching manual on computer education covering basics of computers, working of computers, explanation and usage of MS word, Excel. Etc has been provided so that children are also introduced to computers education.
Teacher’s background.

The instructor Ms. Nalani, who would be deployed at the computer center full time resides in the village in the proximity of the school. The lady is a B.Sc Science Graduate and has completed her basic training in computers. The teacher is competent enough to carry out the program in the school. Moreover the lady also underwent a 2 day training program organized by Azim Premji Foundation in Nayakanahatti, a village 20 kms from Kondlahalli village, which on the first day concentrated on introduction of computers to children and on the second day about integration of cd’s with the education scenario in schools where she was taught setting up the time table for the computer program to suit the school time table and also interacting with other teachers of the school so that topics being taught in the class room and topics being taught in the computer center are in harmony with each other and fall sequentially. The training program also emphasized on revenue generation after school hours for long term sustenance of the center by making the center available to the local population for use of computers for a nominal fee.

The school committee has decided to charge the children a nominal fee towards computer education annually for the long-term sustenance of the project.

Moving Ahead

The children are going through their exams right now. In the holidays the school plans to run the computer center for the children. However, the actual computer education classes will start in the next academic year, that is from June 2005. 

Positive spillover from this project to other Asha Projects. 

The experience of this project was shared with Asha Kanpur folks. In particular with the team working with the Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti. The Jagriti team is looking to conduct computer assisted learning to their children. Five numbers of Azim Premji Foundation CD’s were supplied to them in the month of March 2005. The first feedback from them was that it seems to be very useful. It made sense sending it to Jagrathi as the CD’s are trilingual (English, Hindi and Kannada).  

