Third  Progress Report on the Computer Education Program at Rural High School, Kondlahalli, Molkalmuru Taluk, Chitradurga District

Date: 16th March, 2006

By: Anand Rao 

Background: This is the third and final progress report for the 2005-2006 academic year. The first report largely spoke about the installation and the curriculum planned for the school. The second report was done just after the computer center was started in the month of July 2005. The third and final report for the academic year will give a summary of how the classes were conducted and some observations.

The second report had indicated that the school will track certain indicators that will help in evaluating the performance of the computer center. The instructor, Ms. Chaya has been maintaining records of the computer center and below is given the summary of the records. The records are not entirely complete. But the fact that the instructor, Ms. Chaya understood the need and importance of tracking and did it is noteworthy. 

Classes conducted for the entire year (August 05 to beginning March 05). Data not tracked for the month of July 05
	Class
	8th 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9th
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10th
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sections
	A
	 
	B
	 
	C
	 
	A
	 
	B
	 
	C
	 
	A
	 
	B
	 
	C
	 
	Total Classes
	%

	Batches(Girl/Boy)
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	G
	B
	 
	 

	APF
	13
	13
	11
	9
	12
	14
	12
	12
	12
	11
	7
	7
	10
	7
	9
	8
	5
	0
	168
	51%

	Bodhana Bharathi
	9
	7
	7
	7
	7
	5
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	43
	13%

	Ramayana
	3
	2
	2
	2
	3
	3
	2
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1
	32
	10%

	LinkEdusoft
	4
	4
	5
	4
	2
	2
	8
	6
	8
	10
	4
	4
	6
	5
	6
	4
	1
	1
	81
	25%

	Nudi
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	2%

	Total
	30
	27
	25
	23
	23
	24
	21
	19
	21
	23
	10
	11
	19
	14
	17
	14
	7
	3
	329
	 

	Total Classes
	8th 
	150
	9th
	105
	10th
	74
	 
	 


Explanations about the table:

· Each class(8th, 9th and 10th ) has three sections each. The division of 9th and 10th into C section happened only in November 05

· Each section is divided into a boys and a girls batch for the computer class

· APF, Bodhana Bharathi, Ramayana, Linkedusoft and Nudi have been the CD’s used by the children in the year

· The computer classes from December to March was not done by breaking up the classes into boys and girls. The entire section (A,B or C) was coming to the computer class.

Some observations from the table:

1. Utilization of the computer center. 

Best use of the computer center, that is one batch coming to the computer center during periods, such as, PT, arts, Play, Scout class and assigned computer class would have given the school 35 computer classes per week. (please see time table in the attached excel sheet). In 7 months time taking 24 weeks of class time, the total number of computer classes should have been (24*35) 840 computer classes, against which there has been only 329 computer classes, which means that the computer class was utilized for only 40% of the time. One of the main reason for this was that the time table was not strictly followed. If for example, teachers did not complete the syllabus, the teachers would take classes during the computer period. Or, children would come to the computer center when ever they had a free period.

2. Class10 has got the least number of classes. This is expected as class 10th  children are busy with their board exams.    

3. More than half the time has been spent on APF CD’s. The  second most on academic based CD’s (linkedusoft) and the third was Bodhana Bharathi, which is Kannada language CD.

The positives of the computer learning program:

· Involvement of the teachers in the computer classes: Compared to the initial days, there has been an improvement in the involvement of the teachers towards the end of the academic year. Many of the sessions that the children had (academic based – Linkedusoft and Ramayana) was driven by the teachers.

· The headmaster took keen interest in the running of the computer classes by ensuring that tests were conducted after exposure to APF CD’s. Six post tests have been conducted in the entire academic year

· The computer instructor diligently tracked the classes taken which has now given us valuable information

· There is a sense of ownership of the school with regards to the computer center

The negatives of the computer learning program:

· There still is a long way to go in increasing the utilization of the computer center by better integrating the computer classes with the school time table

· The children are still not getting adequate hands on experience in using the CD’s. 

· The school could do with more guidance on how to structure the usage of CD’s 

Final comments: The school requires a lot more hand holding on how to:

1. Utilize the computers better

2. Getting the children to use the computers in an interactive manner, that is more than looking at the computer as a TV

3. Better utilizing of all the available Cd’s

4. Getting the teachers to use the computers in their teaching

