Pattarai Perumbadur School Annual day - April 22nd 2009:

· Saravana Perumal, Asha Chennai
 Asha Coordinator Mr. Srinivasan invited me to the annual day function at the school.  I wasn’t aware of the surprises and entertainment awaiting on Wednesday April 22.  I, being new to the Indian roads and driving left early around 7.30 am from Adyar to Tiruvallur proceeding further to P.Perumbadur.  After missing the directions for couple of times, I was ably guided by Srinivasan to reach the place on time by 10.00 am.
It was a hot summer day, but it is a very beautiful place with huge banyan trees providing the shade and the much needed cool breeze for the young kids.  The scene was so interesting, I was told that usually they would organize the events with a stage in the outdoors, however this time it is indoors.
The parents, siblings and friends of the kids were helping them with their dresses, make-ups and decorations.  I was amazed by the sheer enthusiasm and interest with teachers and parents were involved in the preparatory activities.  The celebrations was due to start at 10.00 however due to the common power cut at 10.00 it was delayed by an hour.  I was kept busy with the children taking interest to talk to me and the conversations with Srinivasan.
I was then escorted to another building where it was prepped for the celebrations.  All children were bustling with noise, chit chats and smiles.
Eager parents were gathered around the doors and windows wherever they would have a chance to see their kids in action.  Young friends and relatives were on the walls and trees outside the school building peering into the windows. 
I personally this should happen outside in the open space and in the evening providing a cool space and enabling all parents and villagers to attend.  This will improve the profile of the students activities and Asha’s contributions in overall development of the children.
The program started off with ‘Tamilzh Thai Vazthu’, I heard it after 16 long years in my life, it was so beautiful to watch all the kids in chorus singing it.
I was offered the agenda sheet by the ‘Head mistress’ and she gave a welcome address and also detailed the agenda.  This is to recognize the best top 3 students in each class in education and sports.  The sports activities were conducted earlier for the kids.  This also provided a venue to showcase the creative talents of the students entertaining their fellow mates and parents.
There was a beautiful ‘bharatanatyam’ dance by group of 5 standard girls.  This is followed by the  dance for popular tamil numbers such as ‘Mukunda Mukunda’, song from ‘Villu’, ‘Malligai poove’, ‘Kathazai Kannale’, etc.  I have never seen such energetic kids before, they were all dancing to the tunes.  I was told that all these preparations and rehearsal were made in few days.  Music was played from a cassette player for the songs.
Above dance were equally interspersed with moral dramas to drive home the point of effects of water and air pollution, self esteem, social responsibility, and couple of English rhymes and a drama titled “my new friend”.  One point to be noted here is that the unavailability of the microphone/speaker hindered the message being reached to the audience, me being the closest to the performers had the hard time to hear. 
Although the English drama was little out of place since no one would have comprehended other than teachers.  Teachers had a very difficult time keeping the audience silent, there were lot of noises as it was a very small room packed with all the children and some parents and more trying to get inside.
Later, I was asked to give a speech, I was little nervous as I spoke for the first time before a gathering of children and their parents and my tamil was little rustic and needed aid.  We distributed the prizes of plastic boxes and geometry boxes for the kids and the kids were happy and proud to collect them.  I was thinking it would add more value to kids if we issue a certificate (which would not cost much) and a books (there are good ones below 25 Rs available in the market).  This would make kids more proud and showcase it to others as well in the future.   Geometry boxes were good.
Finally, it was time to leave and I was really happy that I attended this program and filled with awe and inspiration to do more for kids at large,  they showed the much confidence that the country needs.
