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Summary 
A short visit to Project Sangamam in January provided a brief overview of what is being done.  Over a 1.5 hour period, we visited 3 of the 8 government schools Sangamam is working with in the rural areas of Trivallur, Chennai.  
The project’s goal is to address quality of education in government schools.  Instead of fostering rote learning habits, Sangamam’s vision is to help create a “spirit of inquiry” in education.  With reach to many children and receptivity within schools, there is an opportunity to create a meaningful impact through government schools.  Quality of education is addressed by Sangamam through the following interventions in balvadi and primary schools: 1) infrastructure support, 2) adequate number of teachers, 3) teaching/class materials, 4) teacher training, and 5) periodic evaluations of children’s learning objectives.
In the schools we saw on our visit, I noted the following which are being supported by ASHA:
· Additional teachers
· Learning and classroom materials were available (e.g. mats, crayons, games, tape recorder, balls) 
· Learning materials were well organized (e.g. bins with such things as flash cards, worksheets, activity lessons)

· Construction of new toilet
· Working on activity-based learning/self-directed learning

That weekend, Sangamam was also providing training for teachers in various subject areas, including English and Math.
Overall, the children and teachers seemed very happy.  In a few cases, we were able to view the children’s activity work which was hanging throughout the classroom on display.  And in another class, students practiced the songs they were learning with us.  I was impressed with the learning materials that were available for the teachers and students and how they had obviously been given support in setting these up.  It seemed that there was some good learning happening in these schools and that ASHA’s support was helping to improve the quality of instruction!    
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