Experience of a Teach-India volunteer at Ekambaram Pillai St balwadi
Hi,

 

My experiences from beginning of this program are below.

 

It all started with teach India campaign of Times of India

I was looking something like that from quite a while to help others and myself.

So after much waiting I got a call from coordinators and I choose Olcot memorial school

Besent nagar for teaching, which is handled by a NGO named Asha.

While I was making picture of school children in uniforms in my mind, I got number of

Mr.Bhasker, coordinator of ASHA NGO.

When I called him up he told that there are too many people are there for weekend classes but they are looking for some one who can devote some time in weekdays.

Next day I made some arrangements in office and nodded my head for weekdays

Now a surprise which I even never imagined in my wildest dream I was offered

a Balwadi,a balwadi is government run daycare centers for kids. mostly kids here are from Less privileged part of society.

Yes there were concerns about language differences but Mr bhaskar was kind enough to

Encourage me for this, He told me to give it a shot otherwise other options are always open. So I took the address and after that life never remained same.

 

DAY1- Push up by 2 years old

 

So I finally after much walking reached to school on first day. there I sat idle and watched teaching  revathi doing her job, which of course she  does best.

I was concerned about the language difference more now because even teacher there didn't know English, so how I was suppose to communicate with them.

While I was wondering how the heck I am going to teach so young kids, teacher was giving some PT classes to these toddlers and she was facing some difficulties with showing children how to do push ups.

Bang I was on floor to show those small kids how to do push ups.

Amazingly youngest kid of them around 2 year  (whose name I later came to know as mani) was also trying to imitate me.everyone there teachers,staff,kids and me burst into laughter. that was the movement I decided I would continue with this, so that at least I can have my stock of laughter.

 

Teaching Kids is no child's play.

 

While I was teaching these young kids I learned the complexity of teaching. It looks much simpler form outside but it isn't.

Firstly I was bowled over content to be taught and how to taught etc.Secondly I saw wonder of god how every child is made unique by HIM. every kid respond to different things with different interests and different energy,and to find a common synergy I think that is a teacher's job. even two twins Jana and Jannani  respond to different things differently. where Jannani is a intelligent ,sharp but calm girl Jana is bit absent minded and outspokenkid.by the way these are very two names which I learned on DAY1.

 

 

 

 

We need Change in Teaching.

 

I knew I was here for small duration so I wanted to teach them something useful.

But I observed there is lack of following things in our regular teaching methods.

1. creativity(most important)

2. physical activity

3. team building skills

4. Learning to share with and help others.

So to teach them alphabets I took printouts at backside of used sheets of alphabets and related object.e.g  A for apple will have picture of apple and alphabet A on it.

Now they can color apple and learn particular alphabet.

Honestly speaking I was not very sure of results, but I knew kids will learn at least something. Now they can associate at least a single object with a alphabet.

Then in the way I learned we can teach two things at a time e.g H for hand

This way they learned a body part and another alphabet at a time.

And for team building exercise we started TUG-OF-WAR.

All children one side of rope and me at other end, and believe me these kids can bring a elephant down.

I seriously want our normal teaching methods to be flexible and adaptable with time a place and most importantly  should appear excited to children. I strongly believe NGO's like ASHA will achieve the same in short span of time will train other for same too.

 

My learning.

 

First thing I learned Tamil version of lot of objects like hand is called "KAI " in Tamil and so on. secondly We adults have somewhere lost that laughter ,that energy, but seeing this kids made me wonder what went wrong. while I have Monday blues these kids are fully charged with energy every time.they clap when electricity comes ,smallest joys of life.

I felt satisfied when I saw a normal shy and isolated lad "Magendra "to become more social and active. Being with kids really enhanced my creativity and above all I feel content when I come out of school and feeling of sheer happiness which I think is missing from most of our lives.

 

Anyways this draft can go on and but for time being I think that is enough for the reader too.

 

Good Day and KEEP learning from Kids.

