Rural Development Education System

RDES is the major innovation of Vigyan Ashram. A child of 2-3 years of age learns a language by itself but in next 10 years of schooling, it is not able to learn a single other language. The only reason for this is that the child learns its mother tongue by the Natural System Of Learning, which involves observation, practicing it further and acquiring the skill . We found that this method of learning is effective. The  system of ‘ Learning while Doing, in real life situation’ adopted by  Vigyan Ashram, involves doing community service work in real life as part of education. Thus students learn while doing development work ,in sense development works gives the student opportunity to learn. Education and Development have been integrated. Many educationalist advocated this philosophy in the past, but for the first time Dr.Kalbag spelled this philosophy as a program, he successfully demonstrated it over 20 years. 

The objectives of the RDES Program are -

The Integration of development with education.

To stimulate the intellect through physical activities. 

To broaden the horizon of experience of the students. 

To reverse the rural to urban migration and to give a multi-skill base for specialization. 

RDES Program is at present getting implemented in 23 schools and 2 non formal centers. The complete syllabus is divided into four broad areas. This areas generally covers almost every sphere of life.

1) Engineering

2) Energy -Environment

3) Agriculture - Animal Husbandry

4) Home - Health 

Students will work by hand in each section. Instructor is not a salaried employee but an entrepreneur, who will practice his vocation in the campus with the help of students. He will use facility of the schools and give services to the community. Profit of operation will go to him. The system has following advantages:

1) Students will get real life experience 

2) Instructor will get confidence to start own business, after sufficient experience, he will go out and start business 

3) We will loose one instructor but community will get one entrepreneur 

4) Working together helps in building team spirit, value system in students   

RDES program is available in both formal and non formal mode.

1) Formal mode (Introduction to Basic Technology - I.B.T ) 

2) Non formal mode (Basic Rural Technology - B.R.T )

Introduction to Basic Technology (I.B.T)

This program is offered to the students of 8th, 9th and 10th std. along with the other subjects. In their time table one day per week is allocated to this course. Each school will have minimum facilities like engineering workshop, electrical section, agricultural land, poultry, food and health lab. Students will work with the instructors. Instructor is using machinery, power and students of the school and provides services to the community. in short School is the production Centre. This course is recognized by State education board (SSC board) and they are conducting final examination for this course. 

Success of the program is seen from the increasing enrollment, increase in SSC result and community service given by the school ( Average of Rs.60000/- per school).

Initially program was financially supported by Dorabaji tata trust, but after its grant was over, we decided the program must continue with community support and the vocation practiced by the school. All type of training, educational material, syllabus and help in getting recognition form education board and help in implementing this program is provided by Vigyan Ashram.

Diploma in Basic Rural Technology (DBRT) 

DBRT is one year residential course. Examination conducted by National School of Open Schooling (NIOS) New Delhi and diploma is awarded to successful candidates. Students will work in each of Engineering, Energy, Agriculture-Animal husbandry and Home health section for 3 months. During that period they will be given some project work. Students will be given various jobs on contract basis for e.g milking cow, grinding wheat in floor mill, tree plantation, water supply, electrical work etc. Students has to earn min. Rs.1000/- in a year by doing such work. Beside vocational skills they are also given training on costing, budget, planning etc. Students & staff take their evening dinner together. Common kitchen is a place to exchange idea, values and discussion on various topics. 

Fees for the complete course including food and accommodation is Rs.6500/-.This course starts on 1st July and ends on 25th June of the next year. In take capacity is 20 students per year. Min. qualification required for admission is 8th std. pass/fail. Age 14 - 20 years. Language of instruction : Marathi / Hindi / English but mainly language of working by hand. 

