Conference Call:

May 10th: Siddamma and Savitha.

The budget for the resource center that was supported by Asha Austin last year is the following:

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/579/budget_2007_08.pdf
Minutes of the conference call with Siddamma on the budget discussion in 2007: http://www.ashanet.org/projects/document-view.php?id=6259
Asha Austin supported $22,313 in August 2007. This was the first time that Asha Austin supported the resource center. As can be seen in the budget, the following items were supported last year and the current status / progress on each of those items:
· Check Dams 
Based on the priority, only 4 of the check dams were built.  All 4 of them are in use.
Pictures available.

· Bund to stop rainwater / Platform to dry crops 

Work completed and is in use.

· Salary for 6 field workers.
Still need to employ more than people since we need help with documentation, accounts, etc. Right now, we only have Suganthi for this. Details of seeds, profits from resource center etc are significant amount of work and will need additional person to help, preferably with computer skills.
· Cement Tanks (3 tanks) 
Three tanks have been built so far. Each of these tanks is used to make the following:

· Panchakavvya: Made from 5 components, all obtained from a cow. The 5 components are milk, butter, curd, cow dung and cow urine. They are put in a tank for 30 days after which can be diluted with water to be used as a fertilizer or manure.  

· Amudharas: Made of 4 components, namely cow dung, cow urine, jaggery and banana. These are put into another tank for close to 20 days after which they can be diluted with water and sprayed on the crops. They help provide a better yield in terms of quality.
· Pesticide: Made from 5 poisonous plants that goats in the surrounding usually don’t eat. Cow urine is added to the tank along with these 5 plants and left aside for 18 days. After this period, this can be put diluted in water and sprayed as an excellent pesticide for the crops.
It is also used as a demo during training and farmers who need these manures; fertilizers can be taken to their farms by the farmers based on their requirements.

· Overhead tanks

Water supply to the resource center is sparse during certain months. So, it is important to store as much water as possible for the workers, the cows and the crops. Electricity is available and the borewell is used to draw water for these tanks.
