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B
ackground and E

ducation
•

1979-80 T
eacher T

raining G
overnm

ent T
eacher T

raining
Institute C

hitradurga
•

1980-83 B
.A

. S
ociology B

harath E
ducation S

ociety,
B

angalore
•

1981-82 S
earch T

raining C
entre - T

raining for personality
developm

ent and for social w
ork. Included practical

experience w
ith teaching street children in B

angalore.
•

1983 O
xfam

 fellow
ship for one yr – w

orked w
ith A

bacas,
educational resource center in C

hennai run by A
m

m
ukta

M
ahapatra.

•
1985 got into activism

 w
hen w

orking w
ith poor conditions

of w
om

en in C
hennai slum

s.
•

E
arly 1990 C

R
Y

 - I w
as teaching the Irula children from

1990 onw
ards and m

otivating the tribes for their
em

pow
erm

ent and teaching the children using non form
al

m
ethods of education.



B
ackground and E

ducation cont…
•

1990 - F
ounded the B

harathi T
rust and started w

orking as
M

anaging T
rustee w

ith the Irula tribes since then.
Q

: W
hy the nam

e, B
harathi T

rust?

A
: I really liked a few

 ideas that B
harathiyar had brought

forw
ard that of equality of everyone in the society and that

w
om

en should be literate and em
pow

ered. I took the
fem

inine nam
e B

harathi in honor of these ideas.

•
Later in 1990s started training teachers and opened a
school for rice m

ill children.

•
1995 W

as w
orking through C

R
Y

 fellow
ship.

•
1999 B

een associated w
ith A

sha through the B
harathi

T
rust in establishing 8 m

otivational centers for the Irula
tribes to help children ram

p up and go to schools.



B
harathi T

rust activities: 1)T
hiruvallur

    F
orm

ed S
arpam

 and the unorganized w
orkers union.

S
arpam

 is registered under trade union act and also
w

orking on getting it registered as a cooperative society.
D

ifferent activities of the S
arpam

 include:
–

B
uilding local leadership in Irula tribes

–
E

ducating people of their of basic rights, understanding and
utilizing schem

es available from
 the governm

ent.
–

O
ver tim

e S
arpam

 has com
e to represent the Irulas to the

governm
ent and m

any of its m
em

bers are now
 included in

governm
ent com

m
ittees.

–
O

ver the last year the S
arpam

 has also been involved w
ith

the rescue and rehabilitation of bonded laborers.
–

A
fter the T

sunam
i struck the S

arpam
 organized

com
m

unities to help and support each other in the P
ulligat

area.



B
harathi T

rust activities: T
hiruvallur

        S
tarted m

otivational centers. T
hese centers use alternate

education to get the children to a point w
here they can

integrate into the governm
ent schools. T

he centers run for
around 3 yrs and then do a year of follow

 up w
ork w

ith the
governm

ent schools. T
he centers in this district w

ere
:

1.
T

hiruvallur city (95-97):C
hildren of parents w

orking in rice
m

ills.
2.

A
sha schools: P

ulligat 3 schools R
ajaratna N

agar,
K

ullitem
adu, K

allukadum
edu (00-03). and one yr follow

 up
w

ork w
ith the governm

ent school.
3.

M
ullainagar, P

unneri T
aluk (00-03) and 1 yr follow

 up
4.

Illevanm
edu, P

unneri T
aluk (00-03) and 1 yr follow

 up
5.

P
undelim

edu, G
um

dipundi (01-04) and 1 yr follow
 up

6.
S

anjiagaram
, U

ttakottai taluk (00-03) and 1 yr follow
 up

7.
K

odankuram
, U

ttakottai taluk
8.

Janganapallai, U
ttakottai taluk



B
harathi T

rust activities: 2) V
ellore

•
S

arpam
 related activities and A

sha supported schools.

•
W

orking on reactivating a governm
ent school in

P
anakatari. T

his is in the m
idst of a thick forest area.

T
here is actually a governm

ent school, but there are no
teachers.

•
W

orking w
ith brick kin bonded laborers



B
harathi T

rust activities: 3) C
uddalore

•
S

tarted w
orking w

ith the Irula com
m

unities after the
T

sunam
i. W

e started w
orking in 6 affected areas and

have also reached out to 20 other Irula villages. In the 6
villages set up schools for 600 children through S

ave T
he

C
hildren.

•
T

rying to address issues concerning education for the
children:
–

G
overnm

ent school not very close and the girl children
either take care of chores or younger siblings and not going
to school.

–
E

conom
ic conditions are bad. T

here is no infrastructure and
som

e parents are desperate and tie a rope to their children
and ask them

 to dive into w
ater and catch crab and praw

n.
It is easier for parents to pull the children out of w

ater since
they are lighter than adults. H

ow
ever, this is very hazardous

w
ork and w

e are trying to build infrastructure and w
ork w

ith
parents to change this.



B
harathi T

rust activities: 4) V
irulupuram

•
Interacting w

ith people and m
ade detailed survey of the

villages their needs and issues.



B
harathi T

rust activities:
R

esource center

      W
ould like to create it in the border of T

hiruvallur and
V

ellore. T
he local com

m
unity consists of:

•
A

rtisans, w
eavers, potters , carpenters and sm

all farm
ers

and Irula tribes. M
ost of the local com

m
unities are dalit

com
m

unities.
•

T
here are also 800 people rescued from

 bonded labor
from

 R
ed H

ills rice m
ills and have been provided som

e
land by the governm

ent close to this area (6 km
-10km

aw
ay). G

overnm
ent has provided a package for 200

people of around 5 acres of dw
elling land)

•
T

he resource center w
ould present an opportunity to the

com
m

unity to attem
pt various techniques old and new

that w
ould be beneficial for incom

e generation and a
decent livelihood.



R
esource center cont…

S
ocio-econom

ic background : E
conom

ically disadvantaged
locations in T

hiruvallur district. T
hey are how

ever skilled
in basic life skills like fishing, beekeeping, traditional
farm

ing. M
any have have also been w

orking as
agricultural laborers and coolie w

orkers in rice m
ills.

T
ype of w

ork at the center:
- C

urriculum
 developm

ent and teaching m
ethods

- H
ealth &

 N
utrition

- A
lternate E

co. D
evelopm

ent



P
roposed F

ellow
ship

•
T

he fellow
ship support is for $225/m

onth and an
additional $400/year (for travel, com

m
unications, etc –

receipts w
ill need to be provided)

•
T

he fellow
ship needs to be provided in 6 m

onthly
installm

ents a m
onth in advance starting July 2005 (for

A
ug 2005) onw

ards.

•
T

he fellow
ship is provided for S

iddam
m

a to coordinate
all her activities and not lim

ited to a single task e.g. the
resource center.

•
S

he w
ill be expected to keep aside som

e tim
e every

m
onth for a conf call (8

th of each m
onth) to discuss the

progress of her w
ork and answ

er questions.


