Door Step School, Background



Overview of Door Step School Organization 



The concept of Door Step School was born in 1988-89 out of a study project in Mumbai and Pune to determine the causes of high drop out rates of children who come from the slums around the Municipal schools. The causes- primarily lack of support- are varied, complex and often beyond the mandate of the formal education system. It was determined that an alternative was necessary that would not only take education to the very doorstep of these poor and marginalized communities but also develop a supporting infrastructure that would prevent children from falling out of the formal education system once they enroll there. Over the last 15 years Door Step School has evolved into an organization of dedicated individuals who reach out to more than 40 communities with over a 100 projects that cater to 8000 children in Pune and Mumbai.

Door Step School Projects 
Door Step School has over the years developed multiple approaches to target various needs of children and their families. Some of the primary ones are:

1. School on Wheels: Door Step School brings a school – conducted on a bus- to the doorstep of those who would otherwise to without it. These are primarily street kids. Door Step School’s aim is to give street children a chance to experience what learning is all about and how fun it can be. Objective is to educate these kinds in 3Rs- Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic. At the very least they get a couple of hours of childhood.
2. Study Centers: For children that attend school and need help coping with schoolwork. A little guidance and a sanctuary for learning can make all the difference.

3. Balwadis: Door Step School gets youngsters (age 4-6) to have fun 'learning', so that they are more inclined and better equipped to go to school. This prevents kids from accompanying their parents to work and totally falling out of any education programs/possibilities.

4. Out of School Programs (NFE): Sadly some children cannot attend school because they have to work. Door Step School conduct classes close to where they live or work. These flexible programs cater to their special needs.

5. Libraries and Book Readings: Isn't education all about expanding your horizons? In co-operation with school authorities Door Step School organizes book reading sessions. Door Step School runs community libraries for low-income readers, and has reference library centers where kids can have access to books and magazines, see fun documentaries, pore over maps and even work on computers.

Asha Involvement
Asha has been involved with Door Step School since 1999 and has primarily supported the School on Wheels project at Mumbai. 

Last year, we started working on an Asha Star project for NFE classes for construction workers in Pune. Funding has been raised for this and activities have been initiated at Pune.
Further Information:

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=58
http://www.doorstepschool.org
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