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Total Number of benefited from the School on Wheels (2005-2006)
	Type of class
	Number of Units
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 

	Non Formal Education Class
	2 classes
	35
	34
	69

	Study Classes
	2 classes
	48
	34
	82

	School Bus Service
	2 rounds
	85
	44
	129

	Total
	
	168
	112
	280


Non formal education classes continued to be conducted at 2 locations during the year 1) at Crawford Market, which was attended by 34 children and 2) at Fashion Street, which was attended by 35 children.
       Age wise distribution of children in Non Formal Education Classes
	Location
	7-12 years
	
	13-18 years
	
	Grand Total

	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Male
	Female
	Total
	

	Crawford Market 
	14
	17
	31
	3
	0
	3
	34

	Fashion Street
	13
	11
	24
	5
	6
	11
	35

	
	27
	28
	55
	8
	6
	14
	69


Depending on the level they had achieved in the previous year the children were prepared for the appropriate level in 05-06. The 31 children in the 7-12 yrs group and 2 children in the older age group who joined the class in during the said year were among 53 children who were being prepared for Std. I.
      Level wise distribution of children in Non Formal Education Classes
	  Standard
 Location
	I
	II
	IV
	Grand  Total

	             
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Total

	  Crawford     
   Market
	10
	16
	6
	1
	1
	0
	17
	17
	34

	Fashion Street
	14
	13
	4
	4
	0
	0
	18
	17
	35

	Total
	24
	29
	10
	5
	1
	0
	35
	34
	69

	53
	15
	1


As the children who have achieved the expected competency of the level they are being prepared for are encouraged to sit for the year end exam at the local Municipal school, inputs throughout the year are given accordingly. A total of 21 children, of the 33 who were expected to, took this exam in April 2006, 9 appeared for the Std. I exam, 11 appeared   for the Std. II exam and 1 boy took the Std. IV exam.
A small team of students from the senior section of the Cathedral and John Conon High School came in for 3 day a week over a period of 3 months. They interacted with the children from the Azad Maidan class and spent time teaching the younger children. 
In June 2005, 26 children, from last year’s non formal education class, were enrolled in the municipal schools at Colaba and Bora Bazaar. They were provided with schooling essentials to ensure that they do not drop out because of the lack thereof. Despite this and the close follow up maintained only 17 were sustained till the end of the year. 
Study Classes were conducted at 3 locations for the children who are attending the municipal schools. For the ones at the Fashion Street and Gandhi Garden, it was the second year of functioning and at Cross Maidan, the study class was initiated in 05-06.
Study Classes on the School on Wheels
	Location
	No. of  students

	Total 

	
	M
	F
	

	Fashion Street
	14
	6
	20

	Gandhi Garden
	16
	17
	33

	Cross Maidan
	18
	11
	29

	
	48
	34
	82*


* 30 children were in Std. I, 34 children were in Std. II, 10 children were in Std. III,    8 children were in Std. IV.
At the end of the year, 62 of the children who were studying in the municipal school sat for the final exam and were promoted to the next class. Of the 20 who did not appear for the exam, 8 had returned to their village, for 3 of them it was sheer disinterest, and the others have been unable to give the exam because of some domestic problems.
During the monsoon, the Gandhi garden class which is otherwise conducted outdoors was given shelter on the premises of the Y.B. Chauhan centre.  Without their cooperation it would not have been possible to conduct class regularly during this season.
There are times when the attraction of what is happening outside is too strong and children refuse to come to class, e.g.  The Sankranti festival when lots of people gather in the maidans adjacent to where the classes are taken. The children too have a real good time flying kites and don’t want to come to class. So this year the teachers and coordinators joined in the fun on one such day, encouraging them to fly their kites higher and initiating impromptu competitions.  It was great fun for all and also helped to strengthen the rapport between the children and the Door Step School team. 
Besides the literacy component and the preparation for the applicable school curriculum, sessions on various health related issues were planned for the children. This group of children is most exposed to health risks and therefore very vulnerable. Addictions like chewing tobacco, especially what is sold in the form of gutka and pan masala are not seen as a problem, in fact it is a very accepted “pass time”. Every year session on this topic are taken with the children to help generate awareness on this issue. Besides the Door Step School team, students of social work, placed with the project for field work, were also involved in taking these sessions. 
The students of both the non formal education classes and the study classes enjoyed a variety of extracurricular activities throughout the year. 
Visits were arranged to 
1. the Museum where an art and craft workshop was also organized for them--- 11 children
2. the conservation centre of the Bombay Natural History Society  at Oregano ---23 children
3. The Juvenile Assistance Police Unit (JAPU) at Crawford Market where they got to know more about the police force and its role in the city. ---35 children
4. The Health Mela organized by Door Step School at the transit camp centre. Information on various health problems commonly seen was displayed by organizations working in the field of health. ---- 25 children and about 75 parents.
A group of about 20 students went to watch a cricket match between celebrities organized by Railway Children, an organization that works with children on railway platforms, to mark their advent in the city. 
Since the School on Wheels II has been provided with a television and DVD player, films both entertaining and some containing a social message were screened for the students.  The schedule of the 2 buses was adjusted so that the students of the School on Wheels I could also enjoy the movies.
Some children from the School on Wheels even got to be in a film. A television channel targeting children, Pogo was making a serialized version of Lisa Heyduff’s book, Going to School in India, in which the story of young Saddam of the Crawford market class is featured. It was an enjoyable experience for the children who enjoyed all the attention they were getting.
When classes on the second School on Wheels introduced in Mumbai were initiated early this year various strategies were used to identify out of school children and motivate them to come to class.  A meeting with the children, who have been studying on School on Wheels I since the past couple of years or more, was made possible through a combined picnic. Though fun and play were the main agenda of the day, the veterans had been oriented about the underlying purpose of the meeting. The 88 children who gathered at the Hanging Gardens, the venue of the picnic, had such a good time they were not willing to call it a day and return home. This did impact the attendance on the new school on wheels till the end of the term.
Contact with the parents groups continues. It goes much beyond the mandatory attendance at the parents meetings held 3 times a year. In fact they often turn to the Door Step School team for support and advice when they need guidance. Over the years, the facility of the public bath being made free for the children and the allotment of the ration card which enabled them to get food grains at highly subsidized rates has strengthened the rapport. This year the civic authorities who have renewed their drive of clearing the pavements of encroachers have begun providing homes for pavement dwellers.* This has had an adverse effect on the families as their ration cards have been invalidated as a ration card for this location will discourage them from moving to the new home allotted to them. 
They once again approached the coordinator with this problem, who has approached the concerned authorities. The problem has not yet been resolved however he continues to work on it.  
*There are many reasons that families do not move into the homes provided viz. no source of earning even a few rupees in the vicinity, cost of  conveyance from the new location to where they can find work, the onus of paying water and electricity bills &other such practical constraints 
Some of the children from the School on Wheels I received a bit of attention when they were given the opportunity to address an audience once at the inauguration of the second School on Wheels in Mumbai and again at the pledge ceremony organized by Safar, an organization that has pledged its support for the coming 5 years. The children spoke confidently and answered questions addressed to them. 
The School Bus Service was used by a 129 children, 79 attending the morning shift and 50 in the afternoon shift. The service continued to be offered to the same communities as before, and the routine which is now well set was followed for post part of the year. Adjustments need to be made at the time of exams when the school timings are changed. 
The table given below shows those 80 % children (104 / 129) using the school bus service has an attendance of over 60 %. This is a higher percentage that among those children who make their own way to school. To be able to present this difference to the parents, similar statistics of a sample of children in the school not using the school will be collected. 
	SESSION
	Morning

	Morning Total
	Afternoon

	Afternoon  Total
	Grand Total

	Community
	     0-20 %
	21-40%
	    41-60%
	61-80%
	       Above 
       81%
	 
	0-20%
	21-40%
	41-60%
	61-80%
	 Above 81%
	 
	 

	G.M.N.
	 
	 
	2
	5
	3
	10
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	2
	12

	B.A.N
(Punarvasit)
	 
	 
	2
	22
	5
	29
	3
	 
	 
	4
	1
	8
	37

	B A N EXT
	2
	 
	2
	2
	4
	10
	 
	1
	1
	3
	2
	7
	17

	B.A.N.
	 
	2
	5
	8
	5
	20
	1
	 
	1
	9
	16
	27
	47

	DIRECT*
	 
	 
	2
	3
	5
	10
	 
	 
	 
	3
	3
	6
	16

	Grand Total
	2
	2
	13
	40
	22
	79
	4
	2
	2
	19
	23
	50
	129


* These parents approached the Coordinator for use of the service directly, while others were recruited by the respective Community Coordinators
During this academic year, 3 girls and 1 boy were given a 50% concession in the fee for the bus service while 2 girls were allowed to travel free. The waiver in the fees charged was given on the basis of the economic status of the family.
Over the past couple of years we have been observing that the number of children using the service has been gradually dropping. We were not able to reverse the trend but we were able to stay on par with last year’s total of 126 children. Wanting to get more insight into why the demand for the service had dropped, a small survey of 102 families in 2 communities was conducted. This was undertaken by a student social worker.  
Of the 102 families interviewed-
 11 were using Door Step School’s bus service. 
2 traveled by public bus. 
29 walked with an older sibling or a child from the neighborhood.
39 walked with an adult in the family. 
21 walked alone to school.
Of the 31 who have used the bus at some time-
12 had used it for a year
10 had used it for 2 years
4 had used it for 3 years 
5 had used it for 4 years
 The one response that was most consistent was that the new entrant to school walks to and fro with an older sibling or an adult in the family. Eleven parents mentioned the fee as being a reason for not using the service and 3 parents remarked that the bus sometimes did not come on time. This has happened 3-4 times in the year due to a break down, but on the whole the service is very regular. 
Timely sanction for a new bus has come from the Consulate General Japan. The present one has to be replaced as it completes 8 years on the road and   its tenure in Mumbai comes to an end. The customized building of the new bus is already in process and it should be in time to take over by July.
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