27 Sep 08

Visit to Chandranagar school 

1) Notes by Santhosh

People at the school that day Anita, Sanjeev, Richa, Siva Athreya and Santhosh.

We reached the school around 10:10 A.M and introduced ourselves to Padmaja, Shekhara and Mariappa (the new teacher in this school). Then Sanjeev, Anita and me went to the 4th Std. class. Sanjeev broke the ice with some puzzles he had brought along. The children slowly got curious about what was happening as Sanjeev settled on the floor with the puzzles. Meanwhile, Anita and I started engaging the rest of the kids in a game of pictionary. We got a kid who could understand tamil and she was our translator. We kind of drew the first few objects and the children had to guess. Later, we slowly got the kids to come

forward to take turns. Soon, many kids were jumping up for a turn. When we left the kids to choose objects/topics of their own – they seem to pick up things from a standard library of 'drawing' items! For e.g. an apple was guessed before the kid even finished half of a curve! 

Later, we started whispering words/phrases for the kids. We moved from guessing in Kannada to English. One interesting word was 'clock'. The kids took a short while to reach 'clock' as they were stuck on 'watch'. Then, we used the figure on the black board to make out the time on the clock - many kids could get that right. Meanwhile, Sanjeev made much headway with the puzzles. Starting with four, now there were more than 10 kids sitting around him. The kids were

engrossed in the puzzles. One interesting aspect was that many kids wanted him to know their name and remember it. Siva and Richa had joined us by then. Siva spoke to a few volunteers from Shikshana who were visiting at the same time. They were there with vols from another org (don't remember the name) which was taking down a 'wish list' or 'dream list' of things (I believe objects) that the kids wanted. We invited the Shikshana folks to drop by for an Asha meeting to discuss  more about the school. The kids then had lunch (Lunch is usually at

10:45-11). They had sambar rice and some veggies (I think). The food looked good and the kids liked it a lot. We took leave after giving the salaries to the teachers and had spent about an hour at the school.

1) Notes - Sanjeev Ranganathan

I had a good visit to the government school. Anita, Santhosh and I went to the chandranagar school this Sat (27 Sep 08). We met Padmaja and a person who was representing Shikshana. Additionally another organization Minchu was also visiting the school. We were told that they help making the dreams of the children come true and were speaking to some of the children.

We had an opportunity to talk to the representatives of the organizations, but we decided to stick with our earlier plan of working with the children. We met Shankar and he took us to the 4th class that he was responsible for. Due to the large strength the children are split in two halves of the room. The size was too large and we told Shankar that we would work with a smaller group of children. For my part I had taken four puzzles (tavern puzzles – solid iron excellent for kids to pound around) and sat down on the floor next to the table (he seemed stunned and offered the teachers chairs to sit down, but all the children were sitting on the floor and it is difficult to work with them if you are not at the same level.) I called up four children one by one and gave them the puzzles. I asked if anyone understood Tamil and explained to the children to take to links apart, remove the ring, etc. I’m not sure if they had ever seen a puzzle before and R just stared at it. T, K and N were at least trying to flip it around. I have used the puzzles to break the ice with teenagers and thought that it was best to solve it for them. I solved the puzzles for them and then three of them started trying to solve it. R who was translating for me just held the puzzle. I tried to nudge him to attempt to solve it, but he seemed more content to look at how others are solving their puzzles (which was unrelated with his puzzle) once in a while he would hold it out as if magically hoping it would solve itself.

About this time Anita and Santhosh had started working with the kids through pictionary. As they were announcing what they were trying to do the kids started to get distracted. Ah well the puzzles, I thought, were a little tougher than what these children can solve. Anyway, in a few more minutes the four kids I was working with got back to the puzzles. Surprisingly, the kids seemed less interested in solving the puzzles themselves and more interested in seeing it solved. True they were young children and are better at aping than taking up a challenge, but the frequency of asking me to solve was uncanny. Meanwhile others watched. Slowly the audience had started to grow. And then just like that it happened, one of the kids solved a puzzle as he was manhandling it. Everyone was now inspired. All the children wanted their hand at the puzzles, but I asked everyone to stay calm and that everyone would get a chance eventually. I asked the kids if they would like other children to also get a chance. They said yes, but sat next to the children trying as expert council. Soon many children had a shot at one puzzle and some started swapping based on what looked nicer to them. Fortunately, all the puzzles had some takers. 

Some time now, lunch had been served, but the crowd of kids refused to leave. I also realized that the higher other grades namely 5th and 6th. Sometime now things got a little out of control with kids trying to snatch the puzzles from each other, unfortunately, it was just the time Padmaja (senior teacher) walked in. She was about to intervene, but I gave her a look that it was ok and she let me be. I took a deep breath and let out a slow hushhhh…the kids found it funny and started to imitate me, but as they took deep breaths and let out their hushes they also calmed them down. I asked them to sit down and work as groups. They were ok with this and it worked. About this time I realized some of the children had not eaten. I asked around, some of the Muslim children were observing fast for Ramadan. Now all the kids, started to claim that they were fasting as well.

We worked through lunch and it was time for the next class to start. I wondered if we can just continue, but decided we had already made too much of a diversion from their regular classes and said goodbyes. I had remembered some of the children’s names and they were thrilled and the other children ganged up and wanted to shake hands and tell their names. I took my time till each one had a chance wished them good holidays. Then we left.

