Rural Development Trust, Thiruporur

Progress Report of the Special School for Migrant Telugu Children

From December 2006 to March 2007

Introduction

The poor and unemployed Telugu Speaking families migrated from Andhra Pradesh are settled on the Old Mamallapuram Road to work in the building construction and other related activities. Since they migrate with their family their children are become dropouts or unable to continue their education in the Telugu Medium. To fulfill this need of education and child development Rural Development Trust took survey and has established Special School for Migrant Telugu Children at five villages namely 1. Egattur, 2. Chemmancherry, 3. Vaniyanchavadi, 4.Kelambakkam, 5. Kalavakkam, with the support of ASHA-Seattle Chapter. The progress report of the Special School for Migrant Telugu Children is given for the period from December 2006 to March 2007. 

Teachers Performance:

The Teachers of the Telugu School are doing their duties according to the work allotment with strong commitment. In addition to the regular teachings they maintain the school records, visit the parents and explain the performance of the children, organizing special programmes like national day celebrations, attending health programmes, participating training programmes to equip themselves with the modern teaching methods (ABL), conducting survey for the Telugu Migrant families. 

After the half yearly examination, the total syllabus was covered and completed in March 2007. Now we are revising the lessons and conducting revision examinations for the classes’ 1st to 8th standard. For the Day Care Centers, story telling, rhymes, drawings and play activities were conducted and repeated for their development. 

The Annual Examination for the classes from 1st to 8th will be conducted from 16th to 20th April 2007.       

Daily Activities of the school:

1. Morning Prayer in Telugu Language
- 9-20 a. m

· Vande Matharam

· Maa Telugu Thalliki Mallepoodhanda – Telugu Prayer song

· Prathickna – Bharatha Desamu Na Maathru Boomi

· Instruction of the Day 

         (The above said prayer system is being followed in the schools of Andhra Pradesh)

2. First Period 9-30 to 10-15, Second Period 10-15 to 11-00

3. Morning Interval 11-00 to 11-10

4. Third Period 11-10 to 11-55, Fourth Period 11-55 to 12-40

5. Lunch Break 12-40 to 2-00

6. Fifth Period 2-00 to 2-45, Sixth Period 2-45 to 3-30 

7. Evening Interval 3-30 to 3.40

8. Seventh Period 3-40 to 4-20

9. Evening Prayer – Jana Gana Mana Athi … (National Anthem)

Teachers Monthly Meeting:

To strengthen the Telugu Schools, Rural Development Trust organizing weekly and monthly meetings for the teachers to analyze the progress and the problems of the school and to find suitable remedy for the growth of the Telugu Schools. All the teachers and the staff members of the RDT participate in the meeting and share their experience and the progress of the Telugu School. During the meeting the teacher’s performance were evaluated and work allotment for the next month will be prepared. Some times the teachers are transferred to the other schools according to the needs of the school

It was decided that all the teachers must prepare their monthly progress report and submit to the school in-charge. The school in-charge will prepare the consolidated report and submit it to the RDT office.

Parents Teachers Association:

The Parents Teachers Association was formed in July after a month of reopening of the academic year. In all the five schools the PTA association is functioning regularly once in a month. 

It is a known fact that the rights of the migrant children are least bothered and the basic needs are not taken care by the society. The migrant telugu families are mainly engaged into construction activity and sheltered in the construction site itself where no facilities are available. Since they struggle with language problem they could not convey this difficulties to any other person.

There are large number of Telugu families migrate every day and settle in and around Thiruporur Block. They are unorganized and work on contract basis. Due to this reason the basic rights of the children like education, health care, food, recreation and security are totally forbidden by the contract holders and the government. As a whole the Telugu children are affected very much and this problems are being discussed in every PTA meetings. The following problems were discussed and found remedy jointly by the Telugu families.

1. Parents are requested to send their children to the school with clean dresses and combed air

2. All the children must be in the school in time

3. The children must follow the rules and regulations of the Telugu School    

4. Parents must avoid taking their children with them to the construction places to avoid the accidents. 

5. Parents are requested to spend time with their children at home to study the lesions.

6. Some children are irregular to the school. The concerned parents are advised to send their children to the school regularly.

7. In the after noon the children are coming to the school late. They chat with their parents and unable to follow the time. It was advised to send their children in time for the after noon session.

8. Parents are instructed not to beat their children and keep them with love and affection.

9. It was strictly instructed that the female children must have been getting basic education without dropouts.

10. Some parents have not sent their children to the school and force them to be at home to look after the house and the younger children. These parents are advised to send their children to the school regularly.

11. The Parents have requested to teach Hindi Language in the school and it is consideration of the Telugu School programme.

12. The health and the social conditions of the migrants are pathetic and it is important to find out the resources for their health betterment of the migrant community.  

The outcome of the PTA meetings strengthens the relation between the teachers, children and the parents. The parents understood the activity of the school and show their cooperation for the betterment of the their children’s education and future. 

Mid- Day – Meals:

Nutritious Noon meals will be served to the children according to the menu planned for the week. The cook will prepare the food according to the menu and serve the children with adequate food. Some children do not eat food their own. For such children the cook will help their feeding. We will change the menu according to the availability of vegetables. 
Visitors Report:

1. On 1st December 2006, Mr. Sathish Anand, Reporter of the New Indian Express visited all our Special Schools for Migrant Telugu Children. He collected information and the activity of the schools. This report was published in the New Indian Express on Wednesday 6th December 2006, page number 2, Column City Express.

2. Mr. Ravi Aluganti form Madhanapalli visited all our Special Schools for Migrant Telugu Children on 29th December 2006. He verified all the school records and appreciated its regular maintenance. At the same time he checked the students by asking questions in all the subjects. At the end of the inspection, he advised the teachers to teach the subjects on activity basis. In the evening he visited the Telugu migrant families and discussed the progress of the Telugu School. On the next day he organized an ABL training using the science kid box. All the teachers participated in the training and understood the importance of the ABL method.

3. On 24th January 2007, a team of SSA officials form Delhi visited our Special School for Migrant Telugu Children headed by Mr. Vivek Ramachandani (State Coordinator, UNICEF). In the beginning they verified the records and the activities of the Telugu Schools. They also verified the children by asking questions in the subjects. The children also gave correct answer for the questions. They appreciated the teachers and their effort in maintaining the school with good standard. As a model they took the students photo identification, mark register and attendance register. At the end of their visit they appreciated RDT and the teachers for running the Telugu School with good standard. The BRC officials form Thiruporur also accompanied them and explained the activities of the RDT that are working for the Telugu migrant children.

4. Other than this the local panchayat presidents, ward members, AEEO, BRC Supervisors (SSA), and well-wishers visit our Telugu Schools and encourage the teachers and the children to run the school more successfully.  

Examinations Details:

On 18th to 22nd December 2006, the half yearly examinations were conducted to all our Telugu Schools. A team of teachers prepared the question paper and conducted the examination systematically. The students also written the examinations well and scored good marks. The timetable for the half yearly examinations is

1. 18th December 2006 – Telugu Language

2. 19th December 2006 – English Language

3. 20th December 2006 – Mathematics

4. 21st  December 2006 – Environmental Science

5. 22nd December 2006 – Social Studies

From 23rd to 29th December 2006, the Government declared holiday for the half yearly examination. But our Telugu Schools were running on all these days without leave. Instead of that we declared Pongal Holiday form 12th to 21st January 2007. 

Medical Camps Report:

1. On 7th January 2007, RDT took interest and invited the Pulse Polio Team to all our five Telugu School and administered the Polio Drops to the children below 5 years. On our request, Mrs. Leelavathy, PRO from Chettinad Hospital arranged a vehicle and nurse to assist the Pulse Polio Vaccination. The Health Inspector form the PHC of Kelambakkam showed his cooperation to extend the programme to all the Telugu children. Altogether 121 children received polio drops on that day.

2. In continuation of the first polio camp, on 21st February 2007, the second Pulse Polio Camp was organized. RDT arranged all logistic supports to implement the programme to reach our Telugu children. This time 132 children received polio drops and benefited out of this programme. 

3. In consideration of the Dental Problems of the Telugu Children, RDT approached Ragas Dental College & Hospital to organize a dental camp for the children studying in Telugu Schools. The Ragas Hospital administration accepted our request and volunteered a team of Doctors and Paramedical workers. On 25th March we organized the Dental Camp at Egattur and invited all the Telugu Children to attend the camp. Altogether 169 children attended the camp and benefited. Out of this 169, there are about 73 (41-Boys and 32-Girls) children were identified with acute dental problem. The medical team advised the children to come to Ragas Hospital for further treatment. The Principal of the Ragas Dental College and Hospital appreciated the services of RDT and agreed to send the Dental Team once in three months to conduct Dental Camp in the Project villages. This programme was published in 5 daily newspapers. 

4. To organize General Health Camps we have contacted the Hindu Mission Hospital, Tambaram, Voluntary Health Services, Thorapakkam. These two hospitals accepted our request and willing to conduct the General Health Camps.

ABL training for the Telugu School Teachers:

As suggested by Mr. Ravi Aluganti form Madhanapalli, we have organized the ABL training to all our Telugu School Teachers on 10th and 11th of March 2007 at the Government Higher Secondary School, Thiruporur. Mr. Dhananjayan, Asst. Headmaster, Mr. Palani, Science Teacher, Mr. R. Prabakar, Mr. Palanisamy, Mr. N. Ramachandran, were invited as resource persons for the training. The SSA officials also participated as resource persons. The two days training was conducted with practical session using science kids and locally available materials. The elaborated report was submitted on 01-04-2007 to ASHA with Photos. 

The Teachers showed interest in learning the new method of teaching (ABL) and applying the same in the classroom teaching. 

Celebrations:

1. The National Republic Day was celebrated on 26th January 2007 in all our five Telugu School. This day was observed with Flag Heisting and distributed sweets to all the children in their respective schools. In particular at Egattur School the Republic Day was celebrated in a grand manner. For the students sports and games were conducted in the previous day. Form our Telugu School 25 children won the prizes in different events. 

Mr. Munusamy, Panchayat President heisted the National Flag and presided over the celebration. The Ward Members delivered special address and distributed prizes and sweets for the children. This day was observed quite useful for the migrant Telugu Children. 

2. Telugu New Year Celebration was observed on 19th March 2007 in all our Telugu School. We organized short programme and distributed Sweets and Pachadi (Telugu Custom) to the children. The New Year wishes were shared to all the Telugu families and declared leave for the Telugu Schools.  

Problems identified among the Migrant Telugu Families:

On 9th March 2007, a fire accident happened in the Migrant Workers Huts at SSN Engineering College Campus, Kalavakkam. By that time 50 houses were destroyed completely. Since all the children (15 boys & 16 girls) of this site were in the Telugu School, they are totally saved form the fire accident. RDT took initiatives to distribute rice, used cloths and food for all the affected families. In addition to this we informed to the local administration, educational departments, and SSN building contractor. The Educational Department agreed to distribute uniforms to all the affected children. The SSN Building Contractor agreed to give Rs. 1,000 to each family as a rehabilitation service. But till today this money has not been distributed to the affected families. RDT is making all the efforts and insisting the Contractor to distribute the money. 

Conclusion:

With the support of ASHA Seattle, USA the Special School for Migrant Telugu Children programme is getting progress day by day. This programme gives education, health, social security, food, cloths and social recognition for the poor migrant children. Through our Special School for Migrant Telugu Children project, the social awareness among the Public and Government Officials. The children feel comfortable in learning the subjects in their mother tongue (Telugu).

With our approach, we have received full cooperation and recognition from the Public; Government offices especially form the Educational Department. The Teachers and the Staff of RDT show their cooperation and commitment for the enhancement of the Special School for Migrant Telugu Children programme. Above all we express our sincere thanks to ASHA Seattle, USA for their kind financial support to run the programme for the welfare of the Migrant Telugu Children.     

