Migrant children of Puthupakkam walk towards Special School
Background of starting a School at Puthupakkam:

Rural Development Trust feels proud that Seminar conducted on 28th January pushed many departments to work down to earth in all the construction sites in Kancheepuram District. The fruit of the seminar raised a slogan to start a special school at many construction sites. The first site was Puthupakkam to be honored to open the gate of education to the children who were not enrolled in any schools.  

Puthupakkam is a village which is 6 kilometers away from Kelambakkam, Kancheepuram District. There are 900 families who belong to schedules castes and Scheduled Tribes, Backward and Most backward communities. This village has a school which is Tribal welfare school. Mr.Parthasarathy is the headmaster of this school. There are more than 75 construction sites in and around this village. ISHA HOMES construction site has taken a project to construct apartments in this village. This apartment is just behind of the Anjaneayr Temple at Puthuipakkam. More than 3000 families have been called form Andhra Pradesh, Orissa,Chattisgarh and Tamilnadu to work here. This builder has started this project a couple of years ago.  

Preparatory Works at the site;

RDT was aware that there are many migrant families and children in the construction site. A team from SSA made a survey from 13th February 2013 to 15th February 2013 after the impact of Seminar. They could find 17 children in the site. Followed by the survey of SSA, RDT made a survey and found 36 children in the site in order to ensure the total number of children. This survey took place for two days (117th and 18th of February). 
	Classes
	No of Boys
	No of Girls
	Total Number of Boys

	Day Care center
	8
	7
	15

	Class -I
	7
	4
	11

	Class -II
	1
	1
	2

	Class -III
	1
	2
	3

	Class -IV
	0
	1
	1

	Class -V
	1
	3
	4

	Total
	18
	18
	36


Finally this above total number was finalized and a permission letter to conduct school was given to the building authority for their approval on 26th February 2013. It was approved and Parents meeting was conducted to explain the importance of school in the construction site. Most of the parents expressed that they were expecting a school but they did not know whom to be approached for this school. They all in one voice told that they would send their children to the school regularly. They all told that their children would be kept in a safe building as well as their babies are cared with love in the school. 
RDT was happy to hear that they were longing for a school. This eagerness was not kept in pending and immediate steps were taken to open the school without any delay. All the concern authorities were well informed of the opening of the school at Puthupakkam. The neighboring School headmaster was asked to make resolutions in the village education committee, which is one of the requirements of SSA. This was executed on 3rd March 2013 and resolution was passed in the committee. It was informed that 4th March is the day for opening the special school in Puthupakkam. This building authority was told of making a shed for giving education to the children. They constructed a shed along with kitchen and toilet. Safe drinking water was arranged for the children. 
Opening ceremony of the school: 

It was 9’o clock in the morning. The RDT team was present in the campus. All the parents were informed of opening ceremony of the school. Parents were very eager to send their children and few of them accompanied their children to the School. Mrs. Amuthavalli, Chief Educational Officer of SSA (Sarva Shiksha Abiyan), Mr.Parthasarathy, Headmaster of Tribal Welfare School, Puthupakkam, Mr. Rajendiran, Supervisor of SSA, Mr.Velayutham, BRTE, (Block Resource Teacher Educator), Mrs.Alamelu, BRTE, Mr.Nataraj, BRTE, Mr.Ramachandiran, Teacher, Government Higher Secondary School, Mr.T.K.Elumalai, Managing Trustee of RDT, Mr.Sankarrao, Teacher of the particular school were there to grace the function on the day. It was very special to note that Mr. Mohan, Project Manager of ISHA HOMES construction, Mr.Sutharson, the site in charge were there to appreciate the special guests who assembled there. 
Mr. Mohan, the project manager told that he would get the cooperation of the management for the success of running the school in the campus. Mrs.Amuthavalli told that children are kept for sibling care in the sheds. They can take the kids and attend the school without fail. Mr.Rajendiran, the supervisor thanked all the special guests and expressed that this is the joint effort of RDT, SSA and ISHA HOMES construction. RDT has initiated the project and takes charge to guide the staff and the children. The ISHA HOMES construction site has come forward to assist financially. SSA has given recognition to run the school with the entire required syllabus.  Children who were present were given sweets and note books. All the children were given a slate and they were asked to draw a picture on the first day.  Children were drawing pictures and felt happy to be together. Mr.Sankarrao, the school teacher guided the children to play for a while. 
Future Plans towards excellence:

RDT takes pleasure to journey with migrant children who were denied provision of education. They would be illuminated with light of knowledge and their potentials would be actualized in coming days to fine tune their academic and cultural skills. It was promised that all the children who attend School would be given two sets of uniform. Children have access to safe drinking water, toilet facility and spacious kitchen. Cleanliness would be maintained and children would be guided to follow health tips and rules. RDT has decided to conduct health camps in the construction site to promote health and hygiene. Regular attendance and all the registers related to school would be maintained to keep the quality and the maximum standard.  
Extending thanks ………  

This special School at Puthupakkam includes the excluded migrant children through this special school. The hope of the children would be enabled and all the children who come here will be enhanced through the regular classes. RDT extends its heartfelt thanks to ISHA HOMES construction, SSA and all the well-wishers who support this endeavor. This would not have been possible if all the stake holders come together under one umbrella to provide education to the disadvantaged section.  
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